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              P R O C E E D I N G S 

MS. KRUGER:  All right.  Okay.  I think if 

people can take their seats, we are going to go ahead 

and try to get a very prompt start this morning, 

because we have a full panel over the course of the 

day.  So take a minute and take your seats, and then 

we'll get started. 

Okay.  Well, good morning, everybody.  I am 

Dina Kruger.  I am the director of the Climate Change 

Division at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 

and on behalf of EPA, I would like to welcome all of 

you to today's public hearing on our proposal that 

finds that greenhouse gas emissions endanger human 

health and welfare, and that greenhouse gas emissions 

from new motor vehicles cause and contribute to the 

climate change problem under the Clean Air Act. 

As the Proposed Endangerment Finding states, 

in both magnitude and probability, climate change is 

an enormous problem.  The greenhouse gases that are 

responsible for it endanger public health and welfare 
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within the meaning of the Clean Air Act. 

So we are here today to hear views from the 

public on this very important issue.  This is the 

first of two hearings.  The second is going to be held 

this Thursday out in Seattle, Washington.  In order to 

increase public access to this hearing, we are 

providing audio webstreaming.  There is also a call-in 

line for listening only, and the number is posted on 

our website.  If this room becomes too crowded, we do 

have an overflow room with a video conference of the 

hearing upstairs on the fourth floor. 

I am going to be the presiding officer for 

today's hearing, and on the panel with me today are 

Rona Birnbaum, the chief of the Climate Science and 

Impacts Branch in my division; Ben DeAngelo, technical 

lead for the proposed findings; and Carol Holmes, our 

attorney advisor within the Office of the General 

Counsel at EPA.  Rona, Ben, and I will alternate as 

the presiding officers throughout the day. 

The purpose of this hearing is to receive 
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8 
oral testimony from interested parties regarding EPA's 

Proposed Endangerment and Cause and Contribute 

Findings.  We will not be engaging in a back-and-forth 

discussion with speakers, but we may ask clarifying 

questions. 

Let me go through a few housekeeping details 

as we are getting started.  We are having this hearing 

recorded, and a transcript will be available for 

public inspection and copy at EPA's Air and Radiation 

docket, at Docket No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2009-0171. 

There will be no overheads or PowerPoint 

presentations this morning.  Those listening via the 

Web will see a single slide with the title of this 

public hearing. 

The hearing is being conducted informally, 

and formal rules of evidence do not apply.  However, 

as the presiding officer, I am authorized to strike 

from the record statements which are deemed irrelevant 

or needlessly repetitious, and to enforce reasonable 

time limits on the duration of statements of any 
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9 
witness. 

Given the number of speakers that we have 

registered to speak today, the speakers will have four 

minutes to make their comments.  To assist with 

staying within this time limit, so that everyone will 

have their chance to speak, there is a speaker timing 

light on the podium.  It will turn yellow when the 

speaker has one minute remaining, and flash red when 

the time is up. 

Witnesses will be allowed to make oral 

statements, which they may later expand in writing for 

the record.  Instructions on submitting written 

comments can be found in the proposal itself, and a 

copy of those instructions is also available at the 

registration table and on our website. 

All the witnesses are requested to state 

their names and affiliations as they begin their oral 

statements.  We will be taking midmorning, lunch, 

afternoon, and dinner breaks, as needed. 

Before I start, I want to let you know that 
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10 
we appreciate that many of you have traveled a long 

way to participate today.  My staff and I recognize 

the significance of these proposed findings, and we 

welcome your thoughts and input. 

We have a very full schedule of speakers, and 

we want to make sure that we hear from everyone who 

wishes to speak.  And to do this efficiently, I ask 

that we will all show respect for the people who are 

speaking, and that audience members refrain from any 

sort of disruption.  And as a reminder, please turn 

off your cell phones at this time. 

I would also like to share just a little bit 

of background about how we got to this point before we 

begin.  While many of you know the history that led to 

these proposed findings, let me summarize. 

In 1999, EPA received a petition to regulate 

emissions of four greenhouse gases from new motor 

vehicles and engines, under Section 202(a) of the 

Clean Air Act.  EPA denied this petition in 2003. 

A lawsuit was filed, which resulted in the 
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Supreme Court decision in Massachusetts v. EPA, in 

April 2007, where the court rejected EPA's reasons 

denying the petition, and found that greenhouse gases 

are air pollutants under the Clean Air Act. 

The court stated that the EPA administrator 

must follow the statutory criteria of Section 202(a) 

and make a determination regarding the role of 

greenhouse gas emissions for motor vehicles in 

contributing to the climate change problem. 

The options for this determination were 

either that greenhouse gas emissions from new motor 

vehicles do cause or contribute to air pollution that 

may reasonably be anticipated to endanger public 

health or welfare, that such emissions do not cause or 

contribute to a threat, or that the science is too 

uncertain to make a judgment. 

In July 2008, in response to the Supreme 

Court's decision, EPA published an Advance Notice of 

Proposed Rule Making on Regulating Greenhouse Gases 

under the Clean Air Act.  This ANPR made no 
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determination regarding endangerment but rather 

requested comment on the implications of making an 

endangerment finding, and the underlying science. 

On April 17th, 2009, after a thorough 

scientific review, Administrator Lisa Jackson signed 

the proposed finding that greenhouse gases contribute 

to air pollution that endangers the public health and 

welfare of current and future generations. 

The proposed finding identifies six 

greenhouse gases that are reasonably anticipated to 

threaten public health and welfare.  The proposal also 

finds that the combined emissions of carbon dioxide, 

methane, nitrous oxide, and hydrofluorocarbons from 

new motor vehicles and motor vehicle engines 

contribute to the atmospheric concentrations of these 

key greenhouse gases, and hence to the threat of 

climate change. 

EPA's proposed finding does not include any 

proposed regulation.  And before taking any additional 

steps to regulate greenhouse gases under the Clean Air 
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Act, EPA would conduct appropriate rulemaking process 

and consider stakeholder input. 

We have planned for a 60-day public comment 

period which ends June 23rd, 2009.  We will review and 

respond to the public comments, and as of now, no 

decision has been made regarding the timing of issuing 

a final finding following the public comment period. 

We are conducting this hearing in accordance 

with the Clean Air Act, under which EPA provides 

interested parties the opportunity for oral 

presentation of views and arguments, as well as the 

opportunity to submit written comments.  So this 

hearing is the forum for oral presentation. 

Now, we have set up blocks of time for the 

preregistered speakers, and the first group of 

speakers includes the following people: 

Ms. Navis Bermudez from the State of New 

York, Nancy Kruger from the National Association of 

Clean Air Agencies, Brenda Ekwurzel from the Union of 

Concerned Scientists, Amanda Staudt from the National 
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14 
Wildlife Federation, Timothy Telleen-Lawton from 

Environment America, John Balbus from the 

Environmental Defense Fund, Glen Besa from the Sierra 

Club, Virginia Chapter, Glenda Booth from Virginia 

Audubon, Dr. Fred Singer from SEPP, which I don't 

remember what that stands for right now, but he will 

tell us, Peter Wilk, Physicians for Social 

Responsibility, and Dr. Mark Jacobson from Stanford 

University. 

I would like to invite our first speaker to 

come up, and ask that Ms. Navis Bermudez come lead 

off. 

MS. BERMUDEZ:  Good morning.  My name is 

Navis Bermudez, and I am testifying today on behalf of 

New York State Governor David A. Patterson. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on 

behalf of the State of New York regarding the 

Environmental Protection Agency's Proposed 

Endangerment and Cause or Contribute Findings for 

Greenhouse Gases under the Clean Air Act. 
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New York strongly supports the proposed 

findings.  Global climate change is, without a doubt, 

the most pressing environmental issue of our time.  

There is scientific consensus that significant 

reductions in greenhouse gas emissions are needed to 

reduce the rate of catastrophic climate change that is 

already upon us.  It is clear that the time for action 

is now. 

We are glad that EPA is prepared to fulfill 

its legal obligations under the Clean Air Act in the 

Supreme Court's decision in Massachusetts v. EPA.  The 

severity and urgency of the climate change crises 

requires that we take all available actions to address 

the crisis immediately.  Therefore, we must reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions now without further delay, 

and without waiting for a perfect solution. 

As the Supreme Court made clear in its 

decision in Massachusetts v. EPA, EPA must base its 

decision regarding its proposed findings on the 

statutory language in the Clean Air Act, Section 
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202(a)(1).  That section requires the EPA 

administrator to promulgate regulations for the 

emission of any air pollutant that, in her judgment, 

causes or contributes to air pollution that may be 

reasonably be anticipated to endanger public health or 

welfare. 

These endangerment and cause or contribute 

judgments are the only relevant issues that the EPA 

administrator may consider as she determines whether 

to finalize the proposed findings. 

Thus, while many object to the proposed 

findings based on external policy considerations, such 

as potential unintended consequences or a preference 

for new legislation, the fact is that these concerns 

are irrelevant to the administrator's proposed 

findings. 

Moreover, even if these external 

considerations were relevant to the endangerment and 

cause or contribute findings, the proposed findings 

would still be appropriate. 
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While we also hope that Congress enacts 

comprehensive federal climate change legislation, we 

believe that EPA can act now under the existing Clean 

Air Act without waiting for such legislation. 

We are confident that EPA can utilize its 

authority under the Clean Air Act in a way that avoids 

the most undesirable potential consequences that are 

often raised as reasons for withholding the proposed 

findings. 

Scientific evidence strongly supports, and in 

fact requires, the administrator's proposed findings. 

 EPA's public pronouncements and consideration in its 

endangerment analysis are consistent with other 

scientific bodies that have overwhelmingly confirmed 

that the earth's climate is changing and that 

anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions are significant 

contributors to climate change. 

The effects of the atmospheric warming 

observed to date are already evident, affecting many 

physical and biological processes on every continent. 
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 EPA's endangerment analysis provides substantial 

scientific evidence that greenhouse gases endanger 

public health and welfare and that greenhouse gas 

emissions for motor vehicles contribute to this 

endangerment. 

In fact, atmospheric concentrations of 

greenhouse gases and associated climate change 

threaten the natural resources and economy of New York 

State and the health of its residents.  For example, 

scientific studies project increased ozone and 

heat-related deaths from climate change in the New 

York City metropolitan area. 

Greenhouse gas emissions that result in 

climate change will also endanger New York State's 

public health and welfare due to sea level rise.  New 

York has approximately 2,625 miles of coastline.  

Storm surge from extreme weather events and sea level 

rise hastened by climate change endanger our coastal 

ecosystems and communities. 

Coastal flooding is projected to disrupt New 
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19 
York City's infrastructure and transportation system 

with increasing frequency, and to inundate greater 

areas of the city. 

Overall, scientific evidence confirms EPA's 

analysis and makes clear that New York's public health 

and welfare is significantly endangered by greenhouse 

gas emissions. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  

New York State DEC will also submit more detailed 

comments. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, and thank 

you for respecting the timing.  You are getting us off 

to a good start. 

Now, I would like to ask Nancy Kruger from 

NACAA. 

   MS. [Nancy] KRUGER:  Good morning.  I am Nancy 

Kruger, Deputy Director of the National Association of 

Clean Air Agencies. 

On behalf of NACAA, I thank you for this 

opportunity to present our testimony on the proposal 
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20 
under Section 202(a) of the Clean Air Act, to first 

find that greenhouse gases endanger public health and 

welfare, and second, that the combined emissions of 

four specific GHGs from new motor vehicles and engines 

contribute to the mix of GHGs in the atmosphere, that 

in turn contributes to air pollution that endangers 

public health and welfare. 

We commend and support EPA for this proposal, 

these findings are long overdue.  The evidence is 

overwhelming that GHGs from human activities cause 

global warming and that this warming is endangering 

public health and welfare. 

In 2007, the Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change concluded that the evidence that global 

warming is already affecting our planet is, 

"unequivocal, as is now evident from the observations 

of increases in global average air and ocean 

temperatures, widespread melting of snow and ice, and 

rising global average sea level." 

EPA catalogs much of these data in its 
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21 
technical support documents, and I won't repeat them 

here, but I will note that EPA's scientific 

information does come from reports from the Nobel 

Prize-winning IPCC, which consists of thousands of 

esteemed scientists from around the world and from 

reports generated by the U.S. Climate Change Science 

Program. 

We agree with EPA that GHGs endanger both 

public health and welfare.  While GHGs, at current and 

projected concentrations in the atmosphere, don't 

directly affect public health, they most certainly do 

so indirectly. 

In its Federal Register Notice, EPA states 

that the impacts of global warming include:  more 

frequent heat waves and unusually hot days and nights; 

increases in regional ozone pollution; and an increase 

in the spread of food and water-borne pathogens. 

All of these changes induced by global 

warming cause mild and potentially severe public 

health effects, including death. 
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In fact, in the IPCC's Synthesis Report, 

health effects are specifically mentioned as one of 

the impacts of global warming, and we could not say it 

any better than EPA has in its proposal, quote:  

"Mortality and morbidity that result from the effects 

of climate change are clearly public health problems." 

In our November 2008 comments on EPA's ANPR 

on regulating greenhouse gases under the Clean Air 

Act, and in our subsequent recommendations to the new 

Administration, we called upon EPA to propose this 

endangerment finding. 

Further, we stated that EPA must make this 

endangerment finding based on scientific evidence 

alone.  Consideration of the potential policy 

implications of the finding, such as how the agency 

might subsequently regulate greenhouse gases under the 

Clean Air Act, is wholly inappropriate and must not be 

a factor in this decision-making process. 

We are very pleased that EPA fulfilled its 

obligation to base its finding solely on scientific 
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evidence, and accordingly, arrived at the only 

plausible conclusion, that GHG emissions endanger 

public health and welfare. 

In our comments on the ANPR, after offering 

perspectives on the endangerment finding, also 

included statements that once the finding is made, 

regulations of GHGs under the Act is in fact quite 

manageable. 

We are concerned that other commenters have 

used hyperbole to describe the consequences of a 

potential danger in finding a positive finding, 

claiming it will wreak havoc.  We disagree strongly. 

While a positive endangerment finding places 

a duty on the agency to promulgate regulations to 

control GHG emissions from new motor vehicles and 

engines, this finding itself does not make GHGs 

regulated pollutants under the Act. 

After EPA finalizes their finding of 

endangerment, it must next issue a proposal for 

regulating GHG emissions from vehicles and engines, 
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and the public must be provided an opportunity to 

comment on it. 

We are confident that before EPA finalizes 

any regulations controlling GHG emissions, it will 

chart a common-sense pathway for doing so. 

Once again, NACAA is pleased to lend its full 

support to this EPA proposal, and we thank you for 

this opportunity to testify. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much. 

Now I would like to invite Brenda Ekwurzel 

from the Union of Concerned Scientists.  I will just 

apologize here, blanket for the day, if I mispronounce 

anybody's name. 

MS. EKWURZEL:  Thank you. 

Yes, I am Brenda Ekwurzel with the Union of 

Concerned Scientists, and thank you for the 

opportunity to speak about the endangerment finding on 

behalf of the Union of Concerned Scientists. 

The Environmental Protection Agency has a 

strong track record for evaluating the scientific 
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evidence, eventually regulating substances that may be 

naturally occurring, but whenever they are 

concentrated in a particular location, then they cause 

harm, even when the full extent of that harm is not 

realized until many years hence. 

For example, a tobacco smoker may not realize 

that the smoke contains trace amounts of radioactive 

elements naturally occurring.  When the elements are 

inhaled, they become lodged in the lung tissue, and 

these radioactive elements remain for many years, and 

each time they decay, they emit a particle that 

travels a large enough distance that it goes into the 

surrounding tissue and causes cell damage. 

Now, when these naturally occurring 

radioactive elements remain in the soil, they are 

harmless as a public health threat.  Yet, when they 

become incorporated into the tobacco leaf, they are 

transferred and inhaled into the lung tissue, the 

long-term consequence is that a certain percentage of 

smokers may develop lung cancer. 
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The same principles of a naturally occurring 

substance transferred to a new location that then 

causes harm many years hence holds through, 

particularly for carbon dioxide.  It is a naturally 

occurring substance, and if it stays within the vast 

stores of carbon stored in geologic -- buried, it is 

not harmful. 

Yet as human activities accelerate the 

burning of oil, gas, and coal, the carbon is 

transferred to the atmosphere, where it accumulates, 

and it has become excessively concentrated in our 

atmosphere in the long time -- over 800,000 years of 

earth history, it is at the highest level today. 

It will take around 150 years before 

two-thirds of the carbon dioxide we emit today will be 

eventually incorporated into the oceans and into the 

land storage sites.  So around 20 percent will linger 

for thousands of years, continuously trapping heat and 

locking in irreversible consequences. 

So unlike the radioactive elements in the 
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tobacco that cause direct harm to a select group, such 

as smokers or second-hand smoke victims, the carbon 

dioxide transferred to the atmosphere leads to both 

direct and indirect consequences that are severe and 

global in extent. 

The first direct consequence of human 

activities that pumped extensive amounts of carbon 

dioxide into the atmosphere is the ocean has absorbed 

a lot of this carbon dioxide and it has become more 

acidic. 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change, Fourth Assessment Report in 2007, has a range 

of projections of potential more acidification, a drop 

in pH in the ocean of about .14 to .35 units on top of 

the 0.1 pH drop that we have already experienced in 

the last, oh, say, since pre-industrial times. 

So many marine organisms, such as 

crustaceans, mollusks, echinoderms, corals, and the 

organisms at the very base of the ocean food chain are 

comprised of calcium carbonate.  Some are in the form 



 
 

 
 OLENDER REPORTING, INC. 
 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 720, Washington, D.C. 20005 
 Washington:  (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore:  (410) 752-3376 
 Toll Free:  (888) 445-3376 

28 
of the mineral aragonite, such as in corals, and 

others are in the form of the mineral calcite, such as 

crustaceans. 

So model projections for the A1FI worst-case 

scenario, which we have followed in the past few 

years, projects that within 40 years, we will cross 

that threshold where the ocean will become so acidic 

that we would start dissolving the aragonite.  

Organisms composed of aragonite are at the base of the 

marine food chain and also include corals.  So by the 

middle of the century, we could be facing a dire 

crisis. 

If this were to occur, this would be 

consequence for ecosystems and fisheries for human 

consumption.  It is notable that that is only 40 years 

hence.  Methane emissions should be considered just a 

delayed release of carbon dioxide, because they trap 

more heat while it is in the atmosphere, but after 

about a decade, it turns into carbon dioxide, and then 

it lingers for the lifetime of carbon dioxide.  So I 
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would say that we have to regulate carbon dioxide and 

methane immediately. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much. 

Our next speaker is Amanda Staudt. 

MS. STAUDT:  Good morning.  I am Amanda 

Staudt, the chief climate scientist at the National 

Wildlife Federation, and thank you for the opportunity 

to come today. 

I just want to start by saying the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency got it right.  Their 

finding is based on solid science that can only lead 

to one conclusion:  human-caused greenhouse gas 

emissions endanger public health and welfare. 

The vast body of scientific evidence 

assembled over the past three decades makes an 

extraordinary strong case for reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

The fact is that we are already seeing major 

impacts of global warming, and more on the way if we 
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do not take swift action. 

I would like to take my time to highlight 

just a few findings recently published in the 

scientific literature that I think strengthen the 

evidence upon which EPA relied to make their finding. 

The first example:  Last year, the first 

study to attribute continental-scale changes in 

biological systems directly to human-caused global 

warming was published in Nature by Cynthia Rosenzweig 

and her colleagues.  Their conclusion was based on 

over 28,000 observed changes in plant and animal 

species, of which 90 percent showed changes consistent 

with global warming. 

A second example:  Some unmanaged old-growth 

forests in Western North America have recently 

experienced increased tree mortality, due largely to 

warming and associated drought stress.  And that is 

according to a 2009 study in Science, by Phillip van 

Mantgem and his colleagues. 

This trend in forest mortality comes on top 
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of the widespread beetle and other insect infestations 

that have decimated more than one and a half million 

acres in Colorado and Wyoming and more than 32 million 

acres in Western Canada, and on top of increases in 

the number and size of wildfires.  It is clear that 

our forests are under attack from global warming. 

A third example -- and we now have better 

understanding of how carbon dioxide emissions will 

contribute to global warming for centuries to come. 

A 2009 paper on the proceedings of the 

National Academy of Sciences, by Susan Solomon and 

colleagues, showed that about 40 percent of added 

carbon dioxide will stay in the atmosphere even after 

emissions have ceased. 

Furthermore, the surface temperatures for 

thousands of years will decline only slightly from 

what they are when the CO2 levels peak. 

These findings imply that many of the climate 

changes underway, such as shifts in precipitation 

patterns in the southwest United States and several 
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other locations around the world, may be essentially 

irreversible for centuries. 

So in addition to these three examples, some 

recent studies, I think suggest that climate changes 

are happening even more rapidly than scientists 

anticipated a few years ago. 

Arctic sea ice melt over the last two summers 

has been greater than the models projected.  The 

southern ocean is absorbing less atmospheric CO2 than 

expected, and there are early signs of the release of 

methane to the atmosphere from melting of the arctic 

tundra, and from the floor of the Arctic Ocean. 

I think sea level rise is perhaps the most 

compelling example of a potentially accelerating 

climate change over the coming century.  Two recent 

studies have projected global sea level rise this 

century, ranging from about two and a half feet up to 

five or six feet.  That is a factor of two or three 

times greater than the range projected by IPCC. 

The unavoidable implication for me of the 



 
 

 
 OLENDER REPORTING, INC. 
 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 720, Washington, D.C. 20005 
 Washington:  (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore:  (410) 752-3376 
 Toll Free:  (888) 445-3376 

33 
scientific evidence summarized by EPA and of these 

more recent studies is that we must reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions as much and as quickly as possible. 

Global warming is causing unsafe impacts 

today, and continuing on a pathway that more than 

doubles the warming we have had to date and will 

significantly disrupt communities and habitats 

worldwide. 

National Wildlife Federation is especially 

concerned, because as reported in the 2007 IPCC 

report, 20 to 30 percent of plants and animals species 

around the world will be at increased risk of 

extinction if global temperatures exceed two to three 

degrees Fahrenheit above today's levels. 

The United States and international community 

must come to terms with an increased sense of urgency 

to address climate change, and it is for these reasons 

that the National Wildlife Federation expresses our 

resounding report for EPA's finding and praises the 

Obama Administration for taking this critical step 
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forward. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Ms. Staudt. 

Now the next speaker is Timothy 

Telleen-Lawton, from Environment America. 

MR. TELLEEN-LAWTON:  Hello.  My name is 

Timothy Telleen-Lawton.  I am a global warming 

advocate with Environment America, and we are a 

federation of 28 State-based environmental groups with 

over 650,000 members. 

I am delighted to be able to speak here today 

at this historic landmark, on the road to a clean 

energy economy and stopping global warming. 

I am greatly encouraged by proposed findings 

that would finally acknowledge the catastrophic 

problem that global warming represents, and the role 

that cars and other vehicles play in that. 

Of course, the legal basis for these findings 

is clear, both from the clear intention of the Clean 

Air Act to enable the administrator to intelligently 
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anticipate threats from air pollution, even if they 

had not been conceived at a time that the law was 

passed, and from the Supreme Court itself in the 

Massachusetts versus EPA ruling, and, of course, the 

scientific foundation for establishing the threat 

posed by global warming is unmistakable. 

The pace of global warming in the last few 

years has been at least as fast as the IPCC's most 

dire projections in 2007, and WHO recently showed that 

global warming outpaces all other health threats we 

face. 

But as the Administrator, the President that 

selected her, and the Americans that elected him 

realize, a better future is within reach.  With 

dedicated and judicious action, we can break the 

dependence on fossil fuels that has brought pollution, 

price swings, national security liabilities, and 

global warming. 

We can push past those that cling to the 

status quo and use fear and doubt as primary weapons, 
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and we can usher in a new era, an intelligent, clean 

energy economy that serves the needs of all Americans 

instead of the profits of a few. 

Now, more than ever before, Americans are 

seeing not just sketches on a drawing board, but wind 

turbines turning over corn fields, and solar panels 

absorbing the energy of the sun. 

Using the technologies we already have, we 

can generate enough electricity for the entire country 

with the wind that blows over five Great Plains 

states, or the sun that shines on a hundred miles 

square of the desert.  We have built cars that get a 

hundred miles to the gallon, and the cost of all these 

technologies are coming down all the time, with many 

already paying for themselves in fuel savings. 

But the profiteers of the status quo are 

still wealthy and active today.  The fossil fuel 

companies and their beholden public officials have 

poured money into advertisements and lobbyists to 

undermine the clean energy economy. 
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The EPA's Clean Air Act responsibility is a 

powerful tool to cut through politics and special 

interests, to make an intelligent decision with input 

from the public. 

The proposed findings under consideration 

today are a triumph of that process and demonstrate 

the ability of the Clean Air Act authority to provide 

protection from catastrophe.  Thus, it is both 

momentous for EPA to recognize the threat of global 

warming and the contribution of vehicles, and it is 

disappointing that something so legally and 

scientifically clear has taken so long. 

But though this action is long overdue, these 

findings are good news for the vision of a clean 

energy economy and better future that Americans 

desire. 

Environment America strongly supports this 

action, and urges the EPA to quickly move forward with 

the regulations that should follow, first to reduce 

global warming pollution from cars and light trucks.  
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These critical actions will help speed the transition 

to a clean energy economy, and stop global warming. 

Thanks so much. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for those 

remarks.  Our next speaker is John Balbus, from the 

Environmental Defense Fund. 

MR. BALBUS:  Good morning.  My name is John 

Balbus.  I am a physician and chief health scientist 

for Environmental Defense Fund.  I am also chair of 

the Climate Change Committee of APHA's Environment 

Section, and a member of the EPA Science Advisory 

Board, and I would like to thank you for this 

opportunity to speak on behalf of EDF this morning. 

EDF strongly supports the proposed finding 

that the six listed greenhouse gases endanger human 

health and welfare.  In addition, we believe that EPA 

has used the most appropriate and up-to-date 

scientific information in issuing its proposal. 

The effects of climate change on health are 

multiple and severe.  For example, increasing average 
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temperatures and extreme heat events can harm human 

health not just through heat-related illnesses, but 

also through secondary effects on the formation of air 

pollutants like ozone and the viability of water-borne 

infectious agents. 

The U.S. Climate Change Science Program's 

recent review of the scientific literature on climate 

change impacts thus not only cites studies describing 

risk factors for deaths from heat waves, it also cites 

studies associating increased cases of salmonella 

infections with increased temperatures. 

In addition, it cites strong evidence that 

increasing ocean temperatures extend the range and 

increase the populations of Vibrio bacteria species 

that cause shellfish poisoning and other illnesses. 

The 2004 heat wave in Europe, which killed an 

estimated 70,000 individuals, is one experience with 

more severe extreme heat events, and the U.S. 

experience with Hurricane Katrina demonstrated that 

warning systems and disaster plans may not always 



 
 

 
 OLENDER REPORTING, INC. 
 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 720, Washington, D.C. 20005 
 Washington:  (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore:  (410) 752-3376 
 Toll Free:  (888) 445-3376 

40 
avert substantial loss of life and suffering in the 

wake of strong hurricanes. 

I want to emphasize that thus far, I have not 

cited any model projections or predictions of health 

effects in the future.  I have only discussed actual 

observations of climate-related impacts on health, 

from phenomena that are, with a high degree of 

certainty, likely to become more severe in the future. 

The fact that climate change is already 

affecting human health is underscored by the World 

Health Organization's estimate that in 2000 -- nine 

years ago -- 150,000 deaths around the world were 

attributed to the changes in climate that had already 

occurred only up until that point. 

While it is certainly rational and 

appropriate for the agency to consider the future 

possibility of catastrophic effects from climate 

change, arising from massive sea level rise, severe 

droughts and floods, and severe temperature increases, 

and to act in a precautionary manner to avoid these 
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devastating impacts, there are sufficient examples of 

serious health impacts occurring right now to clearly 

demonstrate that today's greenhouse gas emissions 

endanger human health and welfare. 

The EPA must not ignore the potentially 

devastating future health consequences of alterations 

in food and water supplies and human habitat arising 

from these catastrophic climate change impacts, but 

the agency does not rely solely on these future risks 

to make its finding. 

While adaptation efforts are essential, I can 

state as a doctor that we will not be able to treat 

our way out of the health effects of climate change 

any more than the U.S. was able to treat its way out 

of the health effects of Katrina, for example, by 

distributing antibiotics and blood pressure 

medication; to assert otherwise is foolish. 

Similarly, the assumption that continued 

future prosperity in the United States will act as a 

sufficient buffer against the various health impacts 
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of climate change is misguided.  While we are 

fortunate to live in a strong and prosperous nation, 

we have already witnessed the impacts of a changing 

climate on some of our most vulnerable citizens and 

communities. 

The full body of scientific literature 

unambiguously supports a finding of endangerment of 

public health and welfare from emissions of greenhouse 

gases.  To find otherwise would be a subversion of the 

science and the law, and it would imperil the health 

of the public. 

Thank you for this opportunity to make 

comments.  EDF will be submitting a full set of 

written comments to the docket. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for those 

remarks. 

Our next speaker is Glen Besa, from the 

Sierra Club of Virginia. 

MR. BESA:  Thank you very much for this 

opportunity to testify.  It's Glen Besa.  I live in 
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Richmond, Virginia.  I am the director of the Sierra 

Club for the Virginia chapter. 

First, I would like to thank President Obama 

and Administrator Lisa Jackson for proposing this very 

necessary action.  The Sierra Club, Virginia Chapter 

will be submitting formal written testimony, so I 

won't take too much time this morning.  The Sierra 

Club, Virginia Chapter supports EPA's endangerment 

finding. 

There are numerous health effects that 

speakers throughout the day are going to enumerate, so 

I am going to just focus on one, and share my personal 

experiences as someone -- many Americans who suffer 

with asthma. 

This happens to be a rescue inhaler I 

personally don't have to use too often, but it is one 

of three medications that I use, at considerable 

expense to me, my family, and obviously, to 

society-at-large for the millions of people who use 

that medication on a regular basis. 
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In Virginia, our state has just approved one 

new coal-fired power plant, proposed by Dominion 

Virginia Power in Wise County.  They are considering 

another one, Old Dominion Electric Cooperative's plant 

at Surry County, which is a 1,500-megawatt plant.  The 

Dominion plant in Wise County and the ODEC plant in 

Surry County will generate thousands of tons of NOx 

and millions of tons of CO2 each year. 

As you all know, NOx is a precursor pollutant 

of ozone, and the massive emissions of CO2 will only 

exacerbate the conditions each summer that cause 

unhealthy levels of ground-level ozone. 

I don't look forward to more ozone exceedance 

days in Richmond where I live.  Millions of other 

Americans suffer with a wide range of respiratory 

illnesses only worsened by exposure to ozone air 

pollution.  It's critically important that the EPA 

move forward with this endangerment finding and 

ultimately regulate greenhouse gas as pollutants. 

Thank you so much for your time. 
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MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for those 

remarks. 

Our next speaker is Glenda Booth, from 

Virginia Audubon.  Thank you. 

MS. BOOTH:  My name is Glenda Booth.  I am 

representing the National Audubon Society today, so I 

hope that your record will indicate that.  I do live 

in Virginia, but today I am speaking on behalf of the 

national organization. 

The mission of the National Audubon Society 

is to conserve and restore natural ecosystems, 

focusing on birds, other wildlife, and their habitats, 

for the benefit of humanity and the earth's biological 

diversity. 

We welcome EPA's findings and the initiative 

of the Obama Administration and Administrator Jackson, 

because we believe that climate change is one of the 

most serious threats to the planet and to our 

well-being of all time, and we believe the United 

States must have a national solution and must be a 
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leader in the world in reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions, and we heartily concur with EPA's findings. 

We believe that the science is clear.  The 

IPCC has verified that climate change has contributed 

to more disease and premature deaths in the world, and 

we believe that the debate on whether climate change 

or greenhouse gas emissions are human-induced is over. 

 Likewise, the debate on whether greenhouse gas 

emissions impact human health, that debate is over. 

Paul Epstein of the Harvard Medical School 

wrote, "Environmental conditions, interacting with the 

biology of diseased agents can exert profound effects. 

 The environment seems destined to play an 

ever-increasing role in determining disease patterns 

in the future." 

These researchers also found, as the previous 

speaker mentioned, that asthma incidents have 

quadrupled in the United States since 1980, and one of 

the drivers of that is rising CO2 levels. 

Here locally, Dr. George Maybach [ph], at 
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George Mason University, studied whether public health 

agencies are prepared for this increased incidence of 

public health problems, and his study found that 

public health departments are not prepared and should 

get prepared. 

We also concur with your finding that 

greenhouse gas concentrations affect welfare, their 

effects on resources, such as soils, water, 

vegetation, animals, and wildlife. 

As you know, the National Audubon Society has 

a particular interest in birds.  I direct you to our 

study of February of this year, which found that 

global warming is already having very serious impacts 

on birds, alarming impacts, that more than 80 percent 

of plant and animal species studied have shown changes 

in the timing of migration or reproduction, shifts in 

habitat, migratory routes and other changes associated 

with global warming. 

We believe that this country must reduce 

pollution resulting from the burning of fossil fuels, 
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and we must make major shifts in the kinds of energy 

that we use, and move to using cleaner energies. 

I would like to just quickly give a personal 

perspective, as a mother who watched a young son 

struggle on the soccer field with asthma.  Growing up 

here in the suburbs of Northern Virginia, we had many 

trips to the emergency room.  It is a frightening 

experience to watch your child struggle to breathe, 

and I don't recommend that to anyone. 

And still today, the Northern Virginia, the 

D.C. area, is a nonattainment area, and I am today 

watching my grandchildren, one of whom has asthma, 

struggle on the same soccer fields.  It is really sad 

to me that we have not provided a healthier 

environment for these children in all of these years, 

and climate change exacerbates the pollution that does 

put people with asthma at risk. 

Our Virginia Commission on Climate Change has 

documented adverse health impacts, as has the 

Metropolitan Council of Governments. 
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Thank you very much for this opportunity, and 

we applaud your initiative. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Ms. Booth, 

and we will make sure that your affiliation is 

correctly noted. 

Our next speaker is Dr. Fred Singer. 

DR. SINGER:  I am a professor of 

environmental sciences at the University of Virginia 

and an atmospheric physicist.  I have researched 

climate science problems now for over 50 years.  I am 

the founding director of the U.S. Weather Satellite 

Service, and I have also served as a deputy assistant 

administrator of EPA. 

In my professional opinion, the EPA 

endangerment finding is fatally flawed and should be 

rejected.  Its science is based primarily on the 

United Nations' IPCC report, but the IPCC conclusion 

about the human cause of climate change is not 

supported by any kind of credible evidence, none 

whatsoever. 



 
 

 
 OLENDER REPORTING, INC. 
 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 720, Washington, D.C. 20005 
 Washington:  (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore:  (410) 752-3376 
 Toll Free:  (888) 445-3376 

50 
Their so-called proof of a human cause relies 

solely on computer models which have never been 

verified by atmospheric data.  Remember, in science, 

data trumps theory. 

We should realize that current climate models 

are just computer exercises.  They are not evidence.  

No matter how smart these computers are, they cannot 

capture the complexity of the real atmosphere that 

gives us celestial climate.  The best description is 

GIGO:  garbage in, garbage out. 

I am reminded of this every time I read that 

some change in climate is worse than expected.  It is 

just another way of admitting that the computer 

predictions have failed. 

Every one of the 20-odd IPCC models predicts 

the climate must warm rapidly as CO2 levels increase, 

but there has been no warming now for more than a 

decade.  And empirical studies on real data, not 

models, show far smaller climate sensitivity to CO2 

than predicted by IPCC models. 
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Clearly, CO2, carbon dioxide, does not 

control the climate, and cannot be considered a 

pollutant. 

The evidence against the IPCC and the 

endangerment finding is marshaled in the report of the 

NIPCC, the Nongovernmental International Panel on 

Climate Change. 

In contrast to the IPCC, the NIPCC concludes 

that nature rules the climate, not human activity.  I 

have the summary report here.  You can access NIPCC 

through any search engine, like Google, or on the 

website, www.sepp.org. 

If climate is controlled by natural forces, 

as NIPCC clearly demonstrates, then regulation of CO2 

is not only pointless and ineffective, but very 

costly.  It is all pain and no gain. 

To sum up, we reject the current climate 

models that have not been verified.  We reject the 

IPCC conclusion that human activity causes significant 

warming. 

http://www.sepp.org
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We urge you to reject the EPA endangerment 

finding as unscientific and fatally flawed. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for those 

remarks, Professor Singer. 

Our next speaker is Peter Wilk, from the 

Physicians for Social Responsibility. 

DR. WILK:  Thank you, and good morning. 

I am Dr. Peter Wilk, executive director of 

Physicians for Social Responsibility. 

PSR works to protect human life from the 

gravest threats to health and survival.  Global 

warming is one of those threats. 

The science is clear.  Based on the science, 

we support the EPA's finding that, quote, "Greenhouse 

gases in the atmosphere endanger the public health and 

welfare of current and future generations," unquote. 

What, in fact, do health and climate 

scientists have to report?  The World Health 

Organization estimates that 150,000 people already die 
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every year from the effects of global warming. 

The impacts of global warming are pervasive, 

and will increasingly affect the health of every 

citizen in this country in some manner. 

Already we are seeing the symptoms of global 

warming in the form of heat waves, poor air quality, 

flooding, hurricanes, and increases in pests and 

water-borne diseases.  Again, the facts are clear. 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

confirms that the frequency and duration of heat waves 

has increased significantly over the last 50 years.  

From 1999 through 2003, an average of 688 Americans 

die each year from extreme heat. 

Looking into the future, researchers 

estimate, for example, that in Los Angeles, the number 

of extreme heat days will rise from 12 to between 44 

and 95 per year, the upper end of that range marking a 

692 percent increase. 

Extreme heat, already the number one cause of 

weather-related death in the United States, will 
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become an increasing public health burden if global 

warming continues unchecked. 

More than 100 million Americans still live in 

areas where ozone levels exceed EPA standards, and 

rates of asthma and other respiratory diseases 

continue to rise. 

Global warming undermines the efforts to 

improve air quality, as rising temperatures accelerate 

ozone formation during the summer.  Left unaddressed, 

rising ozone concentrations will cause significantly 

worse respiratory and cardiovascular health problems. 

West Nile virus, previously unseen in the 

United States, has spread to 47 states, as warmer 

winters and changing precipitation patterns allow 

conditions for an expansion of the mosquito 

population.  To date, more than 25,000 cases of West 

Nile virus have been reported across the country, with 

more than 1,000 deaths recorded. 

Intense precipitation and flooding because of 

extreme weather events place populations at risk for 
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water contamination and water-borne diseases from 

agricultural and urban runoff containing heavy metals, 

pesticides, pathogens, and fecal bacteria. 

Flooding also may lead to mobilization of 

dangerous chemicals from storage or remobilization of 

chemicals already in the environment. 

Finally, extreme weather events are 

increasing with other consequences that are difficult 

to predict and prepare for.  As an example, those of 

us in the medical community were extremely frustrated 

with the response to Hurricane Katrina.  Hundreds of 

people received inadequate or no health care at all. 

The U.S. medical and public health community 

is woefully underfunded and not prepared for multiple 

similar large-scale disasters that will inevitably 

manifest themselves as a result of climate change. 

There is scientific consensus that we must 

act quickly to stabilize greenhouse gas pollution, and 

to date, there has been no significant federal action 

to mitigate global warming.  As scientists, 
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physicians, and public health professionals, we at PSR 

find this unconscionable. 

PSR calls on the EPA to move forward now, 

under the authority granted by the Clean Air Act, to 

establish regulations that limit the emissions of the 

six greenhouse gases listed in the endangerment 

finding. 

Thank you so much. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Dr. Wilk. 

Our next speaker is Dr. Mark Jacobson, from 

Stanford University.  In addition, there was one 

speaker who had not checked in at the beginning at the 

panel, Steven Milloy.  If you are here, Mr. Milloy, 

and you want to speak at the conclusion of Dr. 

Jacobson's remarks, I will call again, and you can 

come up. 

DR. JACOBSON:  Thank you.  Good morning.  My 

name is Mark Jacobson.  I am a professor of civil and 

environmental engineering and director of the 

Atmosphere Energy Program at Stanford University. 
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I would like to testify briefly about two 

issues today.  One is the climate effects of black 

carbon, the main component of soot; and two, the air 

pollution health impacts of locally and globally 

emitted carbon dioxide. 

First, black carbon is a global warming agent 

whose immediate control will slow the demise of arctic 

sea ice faster than will control of any other global 

warming agent. 

In 2000, I demonstrated that black carbon was 

the second leading cause of global warming after 

carbon dioxide in terms of direct radiative forcing, 

and in 2002, that its control would slow global 

warming faster than any other global warming agent.  

Both results have held up to scrutiny in the 

peer-reviewed literature for eight years now. 

Despite knowledge by the international 

scientific community of black carbon's importance as a 

global warming agent, black carbon has been neglected 

in climate warming treatise and legislation until 
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recently. 

On October 18, 2007, I and four colleagues 

testified in the House Committee on Oversight and 

Government Reform Hearing on Black Carbon and Global 

Warming. 

Subsequently, four U.S. laws related to black 

carbon emission controls and studies were proposed 

including H.R. 1760, H.R. 7250, S.R. 110-489, and S 

849 IS. 

And that is the tightest turning with respect 

to regulating black carbon for climate effects.  Here, 

I am asking the EPA to join with the scientific and 

legislative community and include black carbon along 

with greenhouse gases under the endangerment finding. 

Although black carbon from motor vehicles is 

already regulated under vehicle -- beyond the emission 

rules due to known PM health effects, such regulation 

still permits substantial BC emissions, and the 

climate effects of such emissions are significant. 

Specifically, regardless of the time period, 
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each gram of black carbon in the air warms the air 

more than 300,000 times more than each gram of carbon 

dioxide. 

And because eliminating black carbon 

emissions almost immediately removes atmospheric BC, 

whereas eliminating CO2 emissions removes atmospheric 

CO2 only over many decades, eliminating BC can slow 

down the arctic loss immediately, whereas eliminating 

GHG emissions will slow it only over a longer period. 

 However, both black carbon and greenhouse gas 

emission controls are needed immediately. 

To date, fossil fuel plus biofuel soot has 

caused about 12 to 15 percent of gross global warming, 

which is warming before non-soot cooling particles 

have been subtracted, or 28 to 40 percent of net 

observed warming, which is net warming minus cooling 

due to non-soot aerosol particles.  Thus, reducing 

soot in isolation could reduce one-third of net 

warming to date. 

Whereas the U.S. emits about 21 percent of 
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the world's anthropogenic CO2, it emits 6.1 percent of 

its soot.  However, the warming due to U.S. soot 

exceeds the warming due to U.S. methane or nitrous 

oxide, both of which are included in the endangerment 

portfolio. 

Clearly, soot should be included in this 

portfolio since its control is the most effective 

method of reducing arctic sea ice loss. 

Immediate GHG control is still absolutely 

necessary to stem short- and long-term climate damage. 

 Further controlling soot will significantly reduce 

particulate air pollution deaths.  Controlling GHG 

will also reduce such deaths as discussed next. 

I performed two recent studies on CO2 effects 

on air pollution mortality.  I first found that 

globally emitted CO2 increases U.S. air pollution 

deaths by about a thousand per year, per 1.8 degrees 

Fahrenheit, or 1 degree Kelvin, with about 40 percent 

due to ozone. 

These additional deaths are occurring today, 
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as historic temperatures are about 0.7 to 0.85 degrees 

Kelvin higher than in pre-industrial times due to 

anthropogenic emissions. 

A simple extrapolation from the U.S. to world 

population gives about 22,000 additional deaths per 

year per 1 degree Kelvin rise, just due to CO2's 

effects on air pollution. 

The reasons for the higher ozone or the 

higher temperatures in water vapor are due to higher 

CO2 and increased ozone-forming reaction rates when 

the ozone is already high.  Higher PM emissions occur 

because CO2 increases the relative humidity, causing 

particles to swell and absorb more soluble gases. 

The second study found that local CO2 

emissions produce CO2 domes over cities, which 

increase local ozone or PM, increasing local 

mortality.  Data indicate that the CO2 levels in 

downtown areas have 500 parts per million higher than 

the background areas, and this has caused an increase 

of about 50 to 100 additional PM ozone deaths in 
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California alone just due to CO2 domes over the 

cities. 

This result contradicts the basis for all air 

pollution regulation worldwide, none of which 

considers controlling local CO2 based on its health 

effects; namely, reducing locally emitted CO2 reduces 

local air pollution deaths even if CO2 in adjacent 

regions is not controlled. 

Thank you very much for considering my 

testimony. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for those 

comments. 

Is Steven Milloy here? 

[No response.] 

Okay.  So we are going to take a break until 

ten after 10:00, and then we will have the second 

panel come up.  So if you have checked in for the 

second panel, I invite you to come and sit toward the 

front, so that we can move efficiently. 

Thank you very much. 
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[Break.] 

MS. KRUGER:  Aaron Schreiber-Stainthorp from 

For Love of Children; Drew Sutton, from the National 

Council of Churches; Ivy Main, from the Sierra Club; 

Jerry Cope, from Tick Tick Tick/Power 

Project/Cucoloris; Brian Morrissey, speaking for 

himself; and Kent Baake, from the Sierra Club. 

In addition, I believe there are a couple of 

people who are currently slated to speak between 6:00 

and 8:00 tonight that are here, and if you are 

interested in speaking in this panel at the end, I 

would like to invite you to do so.  That is Kenneth 

Haapala from SEPP, and Allison Fisher from the Greater 

Washington Interfaith Power and Light.  And of course, 

you are also free to speak at 6:00, if you want to 

remain there. 

So just a couple of housekeeping reminders 

before we begin.  If you joined us after the opening 

remarks, I would like to invite you to please turn off 

your cell phone, and we are very happy to have 
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everyone here to make comments today. 

I would like to invite Christopher Miller, 

from Seventh Generation.  Thanks. 

MR. MILLER:  Thank you.  Chris Miller with 

Seventh Generation.  I want to thank the EPA for 

giving us the opportunity to comment on the Proposed 

Endangerment and Cause or Contribute Findings for 

Greenhouse Gases under Section 202(a) of the Clean Air 

Act.  We strongly support the endangerment finding. 

So my name is Chris Miller.  I work for 

Seventh Generation in Burlington, Vermont.  I am 

responsible for developing climate policy for our 

company. 

Seventh Generation is the leading brand of 

all-natural, non-toxic household and personal care 

products, and our name, Seventh Generation, is derived 

from the great law of the Iroquois Nation, which 

states, "In our every deliberation, we must consider 

the impact of our decisions on the next seven 

generations." 
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This credo is at the heart of how we do 

business, and we believe it is particularly relevant 

for how our company, our communities, our country, and 

our planet should think about the issue of global 

climate change. 

It is future generations who will pay an 

unimaginable price for our lack of courage and vision 

meeting this challenge.  If we are to deliver a planet 

to future generations that looks at all similar to the 

world we inherited, we have a lot of work to do, and 

no time to waste. 

Seventh Generation is a proud member of 

BICEP, Businesses for Innovative Climate and Energy 

Policy, a group of leading consumer-facing brands, 

organized by Ceres, to bring the voice of businesses 

to the climate change policy debate. 

BICEP member companies include Starbucks, 

Nike, the Gap, eBay, Aspen Ski Company, Levi's, Sun 

Microsystems, Timberland, Cliff Bar, and Symantec.  

Combined, our companies employ tens of thousands of 
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workers across the United States and sell to tens of 

millions of consumers around the globe. 

As a BICEP member company, Seventh Generation 

believes that climate change will have a profound 

impact across all sectors of the economy, and that 

businesses in fact have an obligation to engage in the 

policy debate with policy makers, to solve the climate 

crisis and meet the growing energy challenges facing 

America. 

Our company has taken many steps to become a 

more sustainable corporate citizen, working within our 

own operations, through our manufacturing partners, 

and across our global supply chain.  We also actively 

support our employees to become more energy efficient 

both on and off the job. 

But we also know that ours is a small part of 

the larger problem, which is why I am here today.  The 

truth is that only strong, science-based federal 

action on climate change can protect our planet for 

the next seven generations, and ensure that the health 
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of the American economy is strong throughout the 21st 

century. 

For Seventh Generation, the business case on 

climate change is clear, a planet at risk puts our 

business at risk.  Our company's stakeholders expect 

leadership from us on this issue.  For our brand to be 

competitive and continue to thrive, we must be 

authentic advocates for change. 

For the past 21 years, we have built our 

company around the idea that there is a better way to 

do business, one that can work in harmony with people 

on the planet, not against them.  We believe that the 

purpose of business cannot be separate from the 

project of humanity. 

After eight long years of obfuscation of 

climate science and indifference to the international 

community at the highest levels of our government, we 

are so pleased that the EPA is exerting its authority 

under the Clean Air Act to regulate the six primary 

global warming causing gases. 
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We strongly encourage the EPA to move forward 

quickly with regulations to limit emissions of 

greenhouse gases, independent of congressional action. 

A combination of regulations from the EPA and 

other agencies, as well as a comprehensive new law 

passed by Congress, are necessary to build a clean 

energy economy and tackle climate change. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide our 

input as part of this process.  We look forward to the 

United States regaining its leadership and the respect 

of the international community on this issue, as all 

of us, from business and industry to the Congress and 

the Administration, take strong action to ensure the 

future of our planet for the next seven generations 

and beyond. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for taking 

the time to come and speak to us today. 

Our next speaker is Robert Kozak, from 

Atlantic Biomass Conversions. 
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MR. KOZAK:  I am Robert Kozak, from Atlantic 

Biomass Conversions, from Frederick, Maryland.  I 

would just like to make three quick points, if I can. 

First off, it seems like the evidence 

presented here do meet the requirements as required 

for showing that there is a health effect.  I just 

have to say what took you so long?  Remember this 

document entitled, "Global Energy Futures and the 

Carbon Dioxide Problem," Council on Environmental 

Quality, January 1981?  Just what took you so long? 

Second point, to build upon what Mark 

Jacobson said earlier, I believe that black carbon 

should be added as one of the control pollutants.  I 

think you should look at papers such as Drew 

Shindell's latest work, including that. 

Now, on to the third point.  I find that 

today's proposed action is arbitrary and capricious 

and should be rejected. 

Arbitrary and capricious is defined in 

Black's Legal Dictionary as, "characterization of a 
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decision or action taken by an administrative agency 

or inferior court meaning willful and unreasonable 

actions without consideration or in disregard of facts 

or without determining principle." 

First off, in terms of disregard of facts, as 

throughout the evidence as presented by EPA, CO2 and 

these other pollutants are recognized as contributors 

to climate change.  However, you have singled out one 

group and only one group for control by your own -- 

again, in what was submitted for the record, you said 

only 28 percent of carbon dioxide was produced by 

motor vehicle group under Section 202.  Therefore, you 

are saying that one group meeting arbitrary and 

capricious standards. 

Furthermore, it says, "in disregard of 

determining principle."  The Clean Air Act was set up 

to first set up, under Sections 108 and 109, a 

criteria pollutant, and thence after that is 

established, you then use Title II and Title III and 

other things to set up specific control programs. 
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In this case, you are putting the cart before 

the horse, saying that you are going to put some sort 

of gram-per-mile standard on only new vehicles, when 

we have all the rest, over 70 percent of other 

sources, not controlled. 

I would therefore urge EPA to immediately 

abandon this process, and instead, go back under 

Sections 108 and 109 and establish these pollutants as 

criteria pollutants, and then follow the standard 

procedures that you have done on your other 

pollutants. 

I think if you go back and read what the 

Supreme Court wrote in the Massachusetts document, the 

wording of what they said of EPA having the authority 

to establish pollutants, et cetera, I believe, holds 

more strongly for Sections 108 and 109 of the Act than 

it does for 202. 

Again, I find your proposed actions today to 

be arbitrary and capricious, should immediately be 

withdrawn, and instead, you should go back and follow 
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your own procedures, under 108 and 109, of first 

establishing criteria pollutants, and then coming up 

with unified control measures underneath that. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for those 

remarks. 

Our next speaker is Joanne Ivancic, from 

Advanced Biofuels, USA. 

MS. IVANCIC:  My name is Joanne Ivancic, 

executive director of Advanced Biofuels USA, and also 

as an individual. 

Advanced Biofuels USA is a nonprofit 

organization dedicated to promoting the understanding, 

development, and use of advanced biofuels. 

I applaud your findings that CO2 is one of 

the key contributors to air pollution and endangers 

public health and safety.  I am also glad that the 

Supreme Court ruled, in effect, that EPA now has the 

authority to regulate CO2. 

I note that your findings and these hearings 
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relate only to Section 202(a) of the Clean Air Act, 

and address only new motor vehicles and new motor 

vehicle engines.  I hope, as you refine your findings 

for these new vehicles and engines, that you will not 

ignore in your calculations the CO2 and other 

greenhouse gases that are emitted from the operation 

of new electric vehicles and plug-in hybrids that are 

being developed. 

Just as the power generated to move a vehicle 

at its source, an engine inside a car, for example, 

causes air pollution, so is air pollution created, 

including CO2 and other emissions, when the power to 

move that vehicle is generated miles away, at for 

example, a coal-fired power plant. 

If the purpose of the Clean Air Act Section 

202(a) is to get at endangerment to health and welfare 

caused by pollution from new vehicles, then what comes 

out of the tailpipe, a traditional tailpipe that is 

attached directly to the vehicle, or an extended 

tailpipe that looks like a smokestack, that comes out 
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of a power plant, they should be part of your analysis 

of the contribution to greenhouse gas pollution made 

by transportation sources, subject to regulation under 

Section 202(a). 

Looking at all the sources of pollution 

created by operating vehicles logically includes 

looking at the source of the generation of electricity 

for electrical and plug-in hybrid vehicles. 

In the spirit of other greenhouse gas 

emissions analysis being considered by EPA, 

particularly in regard to greenhouse gases created 

incident to the production of transportation fuels, it 

is conceivable that your analysis should take the 

mine-to-wheel or well-to-wheel or seed-to-wheel 

approach, to determine exactly what CO2 footprint is 

for operating these new vehicles and new engines. 

It should include the CO2 pollution and other 

pollutions created during the production of vehicles, 

including storage batteries that are essential to the 

operation and performance of these innovative electric 
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vehicles. 

It is my hope that your attention to these 

transportation and climate change problems will spur 

significant investment in the development of 

sustainable, renewable, advanced designer fuels, 

congruent and cooperatively with the development of 

new vehicle engines and power generation, which could 

move us and our vehicles as efficiently and cleanly as 

possible. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for your 

remarks. 

Our next speaker is Richard Reis, from 

Conservation Engineering. 

MR. REIS:  The title of my talk here today 

is, "Let's Limit Greenhouse Gases." 

My name is Richard Reis.  I began 

Conservation Engineering, my professional engineering 

practice, a few years ago.  In my testimony today, I 

do not represent the Sierra Club or many other 

environmental organizations that I belong to, I 
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support, and I am active with. 

The overwhelming consensus among climate 

scientists is that the earth's climate is changing and 

that these changes will adversely affect both the 

human and natural environments, and as we heard 

earlier, they are currently affecting our 

environments. 

My testimony today focuses on the good news, 

that our nation can easily make changes to mitigate 

climate change and that these changes will benefit the 

economy, the environment, and our nation in many ways. 

Since most climate-disrupting gases come from 

our use of fossil fuels, we must reduce the use of 

these fuels by increasing the supply of alternative 

energy and by employing conservation and efficiency to 

decrease the need for any energy. 

We should use economic persuasion such as cap 

and trade rather than prescriptive regulatory 

solutions where possible.  However, this does not 

preclude the synergistic help of regulatory actions. 
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This would encourage conservation before 

expensive energy alternatives such as wind and solar. 

 Consumers, seeing higher energy rates, would lower 

their energy demand and thus their cost would be 

reduced, by using things like compact fluorescent 

lamps, clotheslines, and other small-scale 

technologies. 

On a larger level, I am constantly 

discovering energy saving opportunities such as a food 

wholesaler reduces the energy of a large walk-in 

refrigerator and freezers; an auto shop reduces its 

lighting requirements by installing advanced 

technology skylights. 

In the field of transportation, we need to 

think outside the metal box, in other words, the car, 

toward making our communities friendly, safe, and 

attractive for pedestrians and bicyclers, as well as 

transit users.  This includes children going to school 

or just anywhere, without having their parents drive 

them everywhere. 
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I will list some of the many benefits of 

using less fossil fuel in the remaining minutes 

allocated. 

Decrease glacial melting, slowing the rise of 

the seas and maintaining spring runoff for irrigation. 

 As we reduced fresh water acidification decades ago, 

we have an opportunity to decrease carbon in the 

environment, which lowers oceanic acidification and 

improves the health of coral reefs.  There will be 

less toxic mercury entering the air, as we know, there 

is mercury in coal. 

More energy independent America.  A greatly 

improved balance of trade.  America leading the world 

in these technologies.  A million new jobs in 

efficiency conservation and alternative energy.  A 

cleaner environment as we burn less coal, oil, and 

gas.  Slower depreciation of precious resources.  

Fewer ugly and destructive fossil fuel mines and 

wells. 

I thank you for your attention. 



 
 

 
 OLENDER REPORTING, INC. 
 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 720, Washington, D.C. 20005 
 Washington:  (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore:  (410) 752-3376 
 Toll Free:  (888) 445-3376 

79 
MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for those 

remarks, Mr. Reis. 

Let's see, our next speaker is Lowell Pullen, 

of Faithful Security. 

REV. PULLEN:  Good morning.  I am Rev. Lowell 

Larry Pullen, a member of Central Baptist Church, 

Wayne, Pennsylvania, although I have recently moved to 

Northern Virginia. 

I am advocacy director for Faithful Security, 

a multifaith partnership dealing with the nuclear 

weapons danger, and I am speaking here today as a 

concerned citizen. 

I want to thank you for this opportunity to 

speak today and to express my appreciation to the EPA 

for recognizing the importance of regulating global 

warming pollution in order to protect human health and 

the environment. 

Even though I grew up in what I considered an 

environment with a great deal of air pollution in West 

Virginia, pollution caused by large chemical plants, 
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it wasn't until 2006 that I began to pay attention to 

the impact that we humans make on the environment. 

I was visiting the Chautauqua Institute in 

Upstate New York in the summer of 2006, and I heard, 

like many other people, former Vice President Gore 

give his presentation of An Inconvenient Truth. 

The evidence he presented seemed 

overwhelming, that a byproduct of our lifestyle, 

global warming, was causing, and would cause, 

catastrophic consequences for our human as well as our 

natural environment. 

From the time I was a small boy, I have heard 

that we are ordained by God to be stewards of this 

creation of God's.  It seems clear that in a 

self-centered culture it is easy to neglect how we 

touch the lives of others, as well as how we impact 

the global environment.  For numerous reasons, we must 

reduce and reverse the effects of global warming 

pollution. 

Seeing the effects of global warming, it 
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becomes increasingly clear that we need strong rules 

in order to protect human health, in order to reduce 

respiratory illnesses and other illnesses that the 

young and the elderly, particularly, are susceptible 

to. 

We see the effects and understand that 

low-income communities and people of color are more 

vulnerable to the effects of global warming.  Deaths 

due to heat occur particularly among infants, the 

sick, and the poor, who cannot afford air 

conditioning. 

The United Nations Development Program 

estimates that rising temperatures could expose 220 to 

400 million people to malaria. 

Having enjoyed the Gulf and Atlantic Coasts, 

I am concerned that global warming poses a great 

threat to coastal communities in Louisiana, Florida, 

Texas, North Carolina, the eastern shore of Maryland, 

and Virginia.  Climate change will destroy coastal 

areas in those states. 
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Through my experience in the church, growing 

up, I learned that to whom much is given, much is 

expected.  The United States has great wealth and 

power, and it must use them justly.  Unfortunately, we 

often don't.  We use our wealth in a way that has 

contributed not to the just use of resources and care 

for God's creation, but to exploit that creation. 

The United States, as the industrial nation 

contributing most to greenhouse gas emissions, has a 

moral obligation to lead in controlling global warming 

pollution. 

As a person of faith, called to care for 

God's people and creation, I thank you for recognizing 

the importance of regulating global warming pollution 

in order to protect human health and the environment. 

I urge you to act quickly to implement strong 

new rules designed to control warming and thereby 

effectively protect the creation and the people of 

God, in our country and around the world. 

Thank you. 
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MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for those 

remarks, Mr. Pullen. 

Our next speaker is Father Jacek Orzechowski, 

from the Franciscan Fathers of the Holy Name Province. 

FATHER ORZECHOWSKI:  Good morning.  My name 

is Father Jacek Orzechowski, and I am a Franciscan 

Friar from Holy Name Province, ministering at St. 

Camilla's Parish in Silver Spring, Maryland, where 

over 4,200 people come to worship every weekend.  I am 

also involved in Greater Washington Interfaith Power 

and Light Network. 

I want to thank the EPA for its dedication to 

protecting public health and for the opportunity that 

I and others have to be here. 

I am here to speak on behalf of the people of 

my parish.  Most of them are first-generation 

immigrants from Latin America, Sub-Saharan Africa, and 

Bangladesh. 

Though they work hard, they struggle to 

provide for their families' basic needs.  Many of them 
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come to our church's food pantry, where up to 500 

families per month receive basic food supplies. 

These vulnerable low-income families will be 

hit the hardest by the dire consequences of global 

climate change.  Their ability to provide adequate 

food, shelter, and a health, safe environment for 

their children will be seriously jeopardized. 

Already, their health is being impacted.  In 

Montgomery County, where many of my parishioners live, 

there are over 21,000 recorded cases of pediatric 

asthma.  Furthermore, people of my parish have close 

family members who live in Bangladesh, Cameroon, 

Haiti, Peru. 

They face even more precarious future:  

flooding in coastal areas, loss of cultivable land to 

a desert, sharp decline in available water, massive 

immigration, malnutrition, or even starvation. 

And their fears are real.  The IPCC Fourth 

Assessment predicts that by 2020, crops yields in 

Africa might decline by as much as 50 percent.  Also, 



 
 

 
 OLENDER REPORTING, INC. 
 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 720, Washington, D.C. 20005 
 Washington:  (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore:  (410) 752-3376 
 Toll Free:  (888) 445-3376 

85 
UN Development Program predicts that with increased 

drought, rising temperatures, and more erratic 

rainfall, up to 600 million more people will face 

malnutrition. 

Frequently, faith communities serve as first 

responders to those impacted by disasters.  This past 

summer, when three hurricanes devastated Haiti, the 

not-so-rich members of my parish donated thousands of 

dollars to help the victims.  It was our common 

humanity and sense of moral obligation that compelled 

us to do so. 

However, unless we as a nation rapidly curb 

the emission of greenhouse gases, these extreme and 

distractive weather patterns are bound to increase in 

severity and frequency.  I believe that our government 

must take bold actions to drastically reduce emission 

of greenhouse gases.  It must also speed up 

development of clean technologies. 

This urgent appeal is rooted in the moral 

values and concern for God's creation, God's children, 
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that are longstanding principles of my faith's 

tradition. 

As Catholic Christians, we are called to hear 

the cry of the poor, seek justice, the common good, 

and be good stewards of God's creation, and consider 

the impact of our actions on future generations. 

Global climate change is a critical moral 

issue of our time.  Recently, the Catholic Coalition 

on Climate Change launched an unprecedented campaign, 

with the support of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops.  Its "Who Is Under Your Footprint" campaign 

engages hundreds of parishes across the nation in 

building up the public support for the need to 

earnestly deal with global climate change. 

Based on the concern and core values that I 

expressed, I urge you to act quickly to implement 

strong new rules that would reduce greenhouse gas 

emission.  In the Bible, God says, "I have set before 

you life and death, blessings and curses.  Now choose 

life, so that you and your children may live."   
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As the EPA and President Obama evaluate the 

policy options with regard to emission of greenhouse 

gases, it is my prayer that their decision will bring 

blessings and life to us and future generations. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for those 

remarks, Father. 

Let's see, our next speaker is Aaron 

Schreiber-Stainthorp, For Love of Children. 

MR. SCHREIBER-STAINTHORP:  Hi.  Thank you.  

My name is Aaron Schreiber-Stainthorp, and I want to 

thank you all for this opportunity to speak today. 

I work as a teacher and environmental 

educator with a nonprofit For Love of Children, and I 

get a chance to work firsthand with students who are 

learning about the environment and the effects of 

global warming. 

In class, we do an exercise where students 

explain their greatest fears connected to global 

warming, and also their greatest hopes for the future. 
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Even at the age of ten, most of these 

students comprehend the scale of the problem and what 

must be done to ensure a safe future for them and the 

environment. 

This past April, the students I work with 

took action at a local level.  The Anacostia River 

here in D.C.  is a clear example of how rampant 

pollution can lead to the degradation of a community 

resource. 

Gammy Lou [ph], Kenya [ph], Keith, Sam, and 

Nadja [ph], among many others, put on waders and 

actually got in the river, picking up pieces of 

plastic bottles, cigarette butts, plastic bags, and 

even part of a crib.  They were smiling while they 

were doing this, because they knew they were making a 

difference. 

The generation growing up right now has 

stepped up to make a difference.  They are doing what 

they can, and are feeling empowered to tackle the 

issue of global warming.  They know that CO2 is one of 
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the biggest sources of global warming pollution, but 

they can't stop that on their own. 

If the EPA doesn't regulate CO2 emissions, 

the world that these children face when they are your 

age is a dark prospect. 

Acting now, we can help create a brighter 

future for the next generation, with clean air, clean 

green jobs, and clean energy. 

Thank you for your time. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you for those remarks. 

Our next speaker is Drew Sutton, of the 

National Council of Churches.  Drew Sutton. 

MR. SUTTON:  Good morning.  My name is Drew 

Sutton, and on behalf of the National Council of 

Churches, I would like to thank the Environmental 

Protection Agency for the opportunity to testify on 

the findings that greenhouse gases pose a threat to 

the American public's health and welfare. 

I represent the National Council of Churches, 

a cooperation of 35 Christian communities, and over 45 
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million persons.  The preamble of our constitution 

states, "The communions come together in common 

mission, serving all creation to the glory of God." 

Today we have found common mission in being 

good stewards in all of creation, and in seeking 

justice across our nation.  This common mission has 

led to acknowledging the impacts of greenhouse gases 

and global climate change in our communities in the 

United States. 

As we continually seek to mobilize faith 

communities nationwide to lower our impact on 

creation, we urge the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency to regulate greenhouse gas emissions, 

recognizing they endanger individuals and communities 

across our country. 

This morning, I would like to take a 

different approach in my testimony.  Many people much 

more qualified to speak on the scientific nature of 

climate change and air quality will speak today. 

I, however, would like to reflect on history 
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to help us acknowledge the present moment and hopes 

for our new future. 

Let us look briefly at a time when science 

and the church differed in understanding, producing a 

fundamental shift in our precursors' way of thinking. 

We turn to two men, both Christian:  one, in 

1543, Nicholas Copernicus initiated the scientific 

revolution with his heliocentric model for 

understanding the universe. 

Seventy-five years later, in 1616, Galileo 

was required to defend the work of Copernicus in his 

offerings to officials in Rome.  Both men deduced a 

paradigm that transformed the way in which people 

understood their relationship to the physical world. 

Their understandings expanded the people's 

world view, as they conceded that the small rock that 

we inhabit was no longer the center of the universe. 

Today, a paradigm shift is occurring that 

condenses our understanding of the world.  As global 

climate change occurs in an information age of modern 
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science and economics, we begin to recognize the 

smallness of the universe and its vastness. 

As this new understanding shrinks the world, 

we recognize the impact one individual, one company, a 

family, a community, or a nation has on the others in 

this world. 

Now in this paradigm shift, we realize our 

interconnectedness, whether faith and science, church 

and state, First World and developing world, poor and 

rich, polluter and polluted. 

Our moral proximity, our relationship to 

which surrounds us, changes due to this shift, and we 

begin realizing the relationships that call us to take 

into consideration those affected around the world and 

in our local communities by our decisions. 

In the 16th and 17th centuries, the 

discoveries by people like Copernicus and Galileo 

altered our relationship to the physical world, 

opening the door to a whole new body of knowledge.  

The lives of these men and their like-minded 
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communities were in danger for their ideas.  But 

slowly, these ideas became the norms of which we know 

and continue to abide by. 

Today, the lives in danger because of ideas 

or greenhouse gases and climate change are those most 

vulnerable in America:  Our elderly, our children, the 

37 million people living in poverty will be most 

affected by the higher temperatures, decreased fresh 

water supplies, changes in agricultural production, 

and increased number of severe storms. 

The inertia of our inaction puts the health 

and well-being of millions of Americans at risk, and 

it is time for our country to lead in a new tradition 

of regulation as a prototype for how modern economy 

prevails in modernization, while minding the role of 

environment and all of creation. 

This issue of climate change is the most 

critical moral issue of our time, and we find it 

imperative that the regulation of greenhouse gas 

emissions under the Clean Air Act be a step in this 
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new tradition of regulation. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you for those remarks. 

It is my understanding that Imam Johari, from 

the Dar Al-Hijrah Islamic Center has joined us. 

Thank you. 

IMAM ABDUL-MALIK:  First, beginning with the 

greeting words of peace:  Assalamu alaikum.  And thank 

you so much for hosting this hearing.  On behalf of 

the D.C. Green Muslims and the Dar Al-Hijrah Islamic 

Center, which I serve as its outreach director, the 

Coordinating Council of Muslim Organizations, and the 

Muslim Alliance in North America, where I serve as the 

head of government relations. 

I want to begin by affirming our belief in 

God, our collective belief in the prophets and guides 

and messengers, and also our belief that greenhouse 

gases are pollutants. 

Maybe we are caught now in a time in which we 

have to make a decision where our central values lie. 
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 And perhaps the example from the time of Solomon 

might be instructive in which there were two competing 

individuals for the baby, and one of them had to 

choose whether they would decide to cut the baby in 

half, and each one would get one part and the other. 

So the conflict now between whether it is 

development or the environment, when perhaps maybe the 

real mother, who sees her stewardship over the life of 

her creation, will say, "No, I would rather be the one 

to sacrifice," rather than to see the baby cut in 

half. 

And so our values of justice, in the Arabic 

language, adl; or mercy, the Arabic word, rahmath; or 

mizan, the word for balance -- that these are central 

values for us.  And as such, we need to be living and 

leading by our values. 

I am going to say something that might upset 

some people, so I will be brief.  I believe sometimes 

the War on Terror is really a euphemism for the war to 

acquire oil and natural gas.  And maybe if it were 
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Hindus who had oil under their feet, there would be 

Hindu fundamentalists and extremists; that perhaps we 

need to fight that war by creating alternative sources 

of energy that would be clean and renewable. 

I want to remind you laws and regulation 

won't be enough.  There has to be personal 

accountability from those of us who believe in these 

values. 

Perhaps I can go back to when I was a young 

man, in the 1970s, if you can believe that.  Our 

nation was faced with the challenge of at least the 

appearance of the shortage of gasoline, and we used to 

have to park our cars on different sides of the street 

in order to be able to be in line to collect gasoline. 

And I know that the campaign that was 

launched then said that we need to tell Americans to 

conserve, to drive 55 and conserve energy, when 

really, the campaign that said, "Let us save lives," 

it was a core value. 

And I believe we have to go to those core 
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values in order for us to achieve the regulation that 

is needed.  Mothers Against Drunk Drivers moved a new 

era, where people would say, "I am going to be a 

designated driver.  I am not going to drink; I will 

drive the drunks."  Although I don't believe in 

drinking, but that is another story. 

America has an opportunity once again to 

lead, to lead the world against the new terror:  

climate change.  Now, we might sacrifice and use our 

wisdom and ingenuity, that we might be able to serve 

as a mercy to all the worlds. 

Thank you so much. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for those 

remarks. 

Imam, I am not sure that at the beginning of 

your remarks you stated both your name and your 

affiliation, so I want to make sure that they are both 

--  

MR. ABDUL-MALIK:  Imam Johari Abdul-Malik.  I 

serve as the director of outreach for the Dar 
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Al-Hijrah Islamic Center. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you so much. 

MR. ABDUL-MALIK:  That is enough? 

MS. KRUGER:  That is enough.  That is good. 

MR. ABDUL-MALIK:  And my light just blinked. 

MS. KRUGER:  Yes, that was a nice touch. 

MR. ABDUL-MALIK:  Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Okay.  Let's see, our next 

speaker is Eric Cassel, from CCI.  Whoops.  No, he is 

not checked in. 

Let's see, Ivy Main, from the Sierra Club. 

MS. MAIN:  Good morning.  Thank you for 

giving us this opportunity.  My name is Ivy Main.  I 

am a volunteer with the Sierra Club in Virginia, and 

for the past two years I have devoted most of my time 

to energy issues, especially renewable energy 

resources. 

Global climate change threatens life as we 

know it, and we are rapidly approaching a point of no 

return.  EPA regulation of greenhouse gas emissions as 
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pollutants is thus imperative to protect our health 

and welfare. 

And I want to suggest that no matter how 

touch these regulations are, meeting them will turn 

out not to be a burden, but a benefit to our economy. 

Now, I actually started out life as a lawyer 

and in fact was an EPA attorney for a while, so I have 

some firsthand experience of what happens when 

industry opposes a new environmental regulation. 

They will tell you, they will tell the world 

that this is impossible; it will destroy their 

business, it will hurt their consumers, it cannot be 

done. 

And when they lose, and they are forced to 

implement the regulations, then suddenly they discover 

that the impossible is possible.  They innovate and 

retool, and soon they are stronger and more productive 

than ever. 

In the end, the regulations force greater 

efficiency.  And the move to sustainable energy 
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supplies for us will mean a stronger economy, more 

innovation, enhanced national security, more jobs, and 

better health, not to mention what it can do to slow 

global warming. 

In Virginia, greenhouse gas regulation will 

speed up our use of offshore wind for electric power. 

 The National Renewable Energy Laboratory has mapped 

the wind resources of the United States, and found 

that the best resources lie off our coasts and in the 

Great Lakes. 

Virginia's wind resources are so plentiful 

that they could provide 100 percent of our total power 

needs.  And according to research being done by the 

Virginia Coastal Energy Research Consortium, VCERC, a 

wind farm off the Virginia coast could produce 

electricity at a cost to the consumer that is actually 

less than what we will be paying for power from a coal 

plant that is currently under construction in 

Southwest Virginia. 

In addition to the cost savings to consumers, 
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there will be other economic benefits to Virginia from 

pursuing offshore wind farms and other renewable 

energy projects. 

VCERC projects that a 20-year buildout of 

offshore wind turbines will create thousands of new 

permanent and high-paying jobs in Virginia. 

And because other states up and down the East 

Coast will also be building offshore wind turbines, 

these economic benefits will be region-wide.  

Moreover, those of us who have been working in 

Virginia predict that the offshore wind will prove to 

be just the leading edge of the renewable energy 

revolution, with other new technologies following. 

Currently, most utilities are still in the 

"sky is falling" phase, as they hang onto business 

models based on coal.  The forces of inertia are 

strong in any large organization, especially one that 

gets a guaranteed rate of return for doing things the 

way they have always done them. 

But while they regard greenhouse gas 
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regulation as a threat, the rest of us can see it for 

what it is:  an opportunity to unleash the full force 

of American ingenuity. 

We welcome strong EPA regulations, and we 

urge you to implement them as soon as possible. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for those 

remarks. 

Our next speaker is Jerry Cope, with tck, tck 

tck/Power Project/Cucoloris. 

MR. COPE:  Thank you for the opportunity to 

testify here today.  My name is Jerry Cope, from 

Cucoloris, in Venice, California, and I came here 

directly from Al Gore's Climate Summit in Nashville, 

where I was there with Mr. Gore and Dr. Pachauri, who 

heads the IPCC. 

Everyone is very enthusiastic that there is a 

sea change in the direction of the EPA.  The 

importance of the work you do, the consequences of 

initiatives taken in enforcing the Clean Air Act here 
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at the EPA, have impacts that reverberate around the 

world. 

With the recent ruling that GHG emissions 

pose a threat to health, which we strongly endorse, 

you have the ability to significantly address 

increasingly serious threats to human welfare posed by 

anthropogenic climate change. 

As the world's scientists reach unanimity in 

their urgent call for immediate global action to 

stabilize GHG gases before critical tipping points are 

breached, and with COP-15 approaching this December in 

Copenhagen, the world is looking to the U.S. to 

finally step up and lead the way. 

Dr. Katherine Richardson of the IPCC, who 

chaired the recent Emergency Climate Conference this 

March in Copenhagen to append the IPCC '07 report, 

e-mailed summary points to me last week which will be 

published in their synthesis this June. 

The key findings confirmed that in fact, IPCC 

models were valid, and in the worst-case scenarios, 
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predictive but optimistic.  The appended synthesis 

will report that polar ice sheets are melting faster 

than predicted, and seawater temperatures are rising 

50 percent faster than anticipated. 

This is important, as whereas air absorbs 

five percent of the sun's energy, the oceans absorb 85 

percent.  Susan Solomon, of the NOAA in Boulder, 

recently published conclusive studies that we must 

live with these consequences for well over 1,000 

years. 

GHG emissions, especially those from coal 

fire to electric power plants and automobiles are the 

leading source of CO2 and black carbon from human 

activities. 

These emissions cause over 45,000 deaths in 

the U.S. alone, and contribute dramatically to 

increasing cases of respiratory illness. 

Together with Bill McKibben, James Hansen, 

NRDC Rainforest Action, NativeEnergy, we are launching 

a project to transition small towns across the country 
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in a five- to ten-year period from coal-fired power to 

a hundred percent renewables. 

From the actions and the determinations and 

conclusions that the EPA sees fit to enforce and 

regulate greenhouse gas emissions, we are going to 

have a huge difference in what we are able to achieve 

in many other similar projects across the country in a 

near-term time frame, so that we can address these 

issues while we still have time to do it. 

Thank you very much. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you so much.  Before you 

step down, I just have one clarifying question.  I was 

very intrigued by your organization's name.  Can you 

--  

MR. COPE:  Which one? 

MS. KRUGER:  The tck tck tck part. 

MR. COPE:  Tck tck tck is a global campaign 

launching this week, and it is endorsed by Oxfam, 

Physicians, Greenpeace, virtually every NGO on the 

planet.  We are taking a series of photographs, they 
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are aerials, where it started with arctic wisdom and 

with the Inuit, and you get a thousand people and they 

either lay down or stand up to form a message that 

then -- it is very visceral -- you see the message, 

and you get the point immediately. 

And it starts in Colorado and then goes to 

the Arctic, and Bonn, Germany, for the conference 

there in a couple of weeks.  And there will be a 

series of 22, hopefully, you will see them everywhere. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you so much.  Thanks for 

taking the time to come here today. 

MR. COPE:  Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Okay.  Let's see, our next 

speaker is Brian Morrissey, speaking on behalf of 

himself, I believe. 

MR. MORRISSEY:  Not quite. 

MS. KRUGER:  Okay.  You can correct me. 

MR. MORRISSEY:  If you don't mind. 

MS. KRUGER:  Okay.  Great. 

MR. MORRISSEY:  Okay.  Actually, I thought I 
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was supposed to be an after-hours speaker, so I am 

sort of on the fly here. 

But I represent, well, my own company is 

called Self Study Systems, Teaching, Training, and 

Publishing, and I approach this topic from the 

viewpoint of an educator, and something of a 

philosopher. 

I think that the central question we are 

talking about here that we all share is the question 

of how do we deal with change, and how do we 

understand change. 

I mean, for all we know or don't know, global 

warming, the fact that that is a threat that is out 

there is giving us a great opportunity to self-study 

our own mind, our psyche and how we think about change 

in particular. 

So, I am also the education chair for the 

local Great Falls group of the Sierra Club.  And I 

want to point out, like we heard comments earlier from 

Dr. Singer, and in all due respect, of course, that 
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when I first came across the matter of the ice core 

samples in Antarctica and the very conclusive proof 

that they gave of the correlation between CO2 and 

temperature variability in the atmosphere, I just 

don't understand, as a person who loves philosophy and 

who loves science and knowledge, I don't understand 

how we can still be denying the change that we are 

looking at here. 

But I would suggest that -- and I am not 

going to ever -- please forgive me if I ever picked on 

or point out any one person -- I think in our psyches, 

we have this level of reasoning that is very much -- 

comes from our childhood and stands against change. 

It is our understanding of space, and it 

wants to understand our space, particularly our 

personal space in terms of the child that is within, 

which is that it is permanent, you know.  It is not 

going to change.  It is my center, and that is it. 

But this winter, I was going to the Blue 

Green Alliance Conference that was here in Washington, 
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and as I was riding the subway in, I picked up an 

article from I guess it is called The Express, and it 

was just talking about the most recent studies on sea 

level rise and how our predictions were short on that, 

were too low. 

And I was wondering, one of the cities 

mentioned specifically was Washington, D.C., and here 

I am on the subway with all these people from 

Washington, D.C.  And I am just questioning that how 

many of us understand our minds well enough to know 

that really, what we are dealing with here is going to 

a higher level of reasoning in which we can understand 

change in relative terms rather than absolute terms. 

So I think that is a big part of, you know, 

what we are about here.  It is all about change and 

how we bring on change.  And I think this global 

warming situation is going to give us a great 

opportunity to understand ourselves and each other 

much better than we ever have before. 

Thank you. 
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MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much. 

Let's see, I have five speakers on the list 

who have signed in and are slated to speak later in 

the day, so I am going to read your names and if you 

are interested in speaking now, that would be fine. 

Actually, there are five of them, I guess.  

Kent Baake, from Sierra Club; Kenneth Haapala, from 

SEPP; Allison Fisher, from the Greater Washington 

Interfaith Power and Light; William Hedger, from 

pathoffthegrid.com, and Charles Yoder, on behalf of 

himself. 

So what I am going to do is go back up to the 

top of that list, and if you are interested in coming 

up and speaking now, that is fine, and if not, you can 

wait and I will call you again during the panel to 

which you were assigned later in the day. 

So let's see, the first one was Kent Baake, 

from the Sierra club. 

MR. BAAKE:  Good morning.  I am Kent Baake, 

with the Sierra Club.  I am also the owner of 
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Continuum Energy Solutions.  It is an Alexandria, 

Virginia-based company that does solar energy and 

energy efficiency.  I wanted to thank you for the 

opportunity to talk to you today. 

It seems clear to me, as a concerned citizen, 

that the many scientists in the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change have determined that CO2 is 

connected to global warming and it is something we 

need to take action on. 

The American Association for the Advancement 

of Science believes that it is actually accelerating 

even faster than what the IPCC believes.  They believe 

two things are going to happen:  more wildfires, that 

produce carbon sinks, and also making the permafrost 

melt, which is going to be releasing methane, which is 

about 25 more times more powerful to global warming 

than just CO2. 

Action now is needed to reduce the amount of 

asthma, heat waves, drought that is occurring.  

Locally, I have observed a drought around here in four 
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of the last eight years. 

We need to really reduce, reuse, recycle in a 

new way, in that we need to reduce the CO2, reuse our 

heads in a new way, and recycle our energy and choose 

the energy sources that are CO2-free, ones like wind 

and solar. 

The energy is free, it is current sunlight, 

it is renewable and sustainable, and best of all, 

there is no CO2 released. 

There is certainly a lot of opportunities of 

existing efficiency in solar which can be implemented 

now if you enforce these regulations that are up. 

I have my own bills, which I have been able 

to reduce CO2 emissions 60 percent just through these 

items.  So it is something that could be done with 

existing houses as well as new houses and buildings.  

I urge you to establish the regulations on the 

greenhouse gases, as proposed, to protect our 

citizens. 

Thank you for the opportunity. 
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MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for those 

remarks. 

Let's see, Kenneth Haapala? 

[No response.] 

MS. KRUGER:  Okay.  Or Allison Fisher?  

Great.  You don't have to walk too fast, it is okay. 

MS. FISHER:  Good morning.  My name is 

Allison Fisher.  I am the program director at Greater 

Washington Interfaith Power and Light, and we work 

with people of faith in Maryland, D.C., and Northern 

Virginia, in response to global warming. 

I am just going to talk really briefly today. 

 Several of our clergy and other more well-suited 

speakers will be going further as experts on this as 

an issue. 

Thank you so much for holding this hearing 

this morning and allowing us to participate in this 

process. 

Rich and varied religious traditions tell us 

that the earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, 
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and calls us to live our moral responsibility to 

protect the earth for our children and future 

generations. 

We are also called to serve and protect the 

poor and the helpless, and to love our neighbors as we 

love ourselves.  Whether it is from heat-related 

illness, spread of warming weather, diseases, or 

flooding, it is the very poor and vulnerable who are 

the most sensitive to the repercussions of global 

warming.  We do not have to look any further than New 

Orleans to know how flooding affects the poor. 

We in the Greater Washington area have worked 

with over 365 congregations, and are a part of a 

national network that is working with some 10,000 

congregations that are understanding that the poor 

will suffer the most and that we have to take actions 

right now to stop global warming. 

Some congregations, like the Unitarian Church 

in Arlington, have engaged their members in making 

energy saving decisions at home.  Through their carbon 
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diet, they have avoided some 600 tons of carbon 

dioxide emissions each year. 

Others, like Church Emmanuel on the Hill, in 

Alexandria, Virginia, have reduced their energy 

consumption by 28 percent by making various energy 

efficiency improvements, like energy-efficient 

lighting, motion sensors, and energy-efficient 

windows. 

Finally, others have encouraged low carbon 

methods of transportation, like All Souls in 

Washington, D.C., that celebrated these decisions by 

having things like a blessing of the bikes. 

However, voluntary actions alone will not 

protect the poor and vulnerable from the effects of 

global warming.  Your action, EPA's action, 

recognizing the importance of reducing global warming 

gases to protect human health, will help to solve the 

climate crisis. 

I urge you to act quickly and implement 

strong new rules based on science designed to control 
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global warming pollution. 

Thank you so much for your help in creating a 

sustainable and just world. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you for those remarks. 

Let's see, our next speaker could be William 

Hedger, from pathoffthegrid.com. 

MR. HEDGER:  Ladies and gentlemen, I would 

like to thank you for this opportunity to speak. 

I am not here to represent any special 

interest group.  I am just a concerned citizen with a 

strong desire to leave this world a better place than 

which I found it. 

I feel that our nation is very vulnerable at 

this -- and that the Trojan Horses are already within 

our gates and are making great progress to open other 

gates, which will help bring this great nation down. 

This country became an industrial powerhouse 

by exploiting its natural resources, and our economy 

and tax system is very closely tied to fossil fuel, 

and therefore lies the problem. 
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Our government, local, State, and Federal, 

are the largest single user of fossil fuel, and have 

not only become addicted to its use, but have also 

become addicted to the tax money they receive from 

enabling exploitation of it. 

Unless we find a way to replace the tax money 

received from fossil fuel, our government will keep 

the roadblocks in place that prevents us from using 

already available technology to become an energy 

independent nation. 

Yes, roadblocks such as a homeowner 

association can prevent the use of solar panels, but 

they cannot prevent a TV dish.  A TV dish has a 

monthly tax, but a solar panel does not. 

Today, I asked the Federal Trade Commission 

to free every rooftop and yard in America from the 

repressive practices of these homeowners associations. 

 This would be taking the largest single step possible 

towards the goal of freedom from foreign oil. 

You cannot get a government-backed mortgage 
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for an earth shelter home.  An earth shelter home is 

more than twice as efficient as a stick-built home, 

which leaves me wondering if the energy tax has played 

a role in preventing a government-backed mortgage. 

We have a lot of other problems besides tax; 

trying to achieve energy efficiency, and therefore, 

clean air, and it will take every branch of our 

government working together to solve them. 

It is not fair to ask a power company to pay 

for solar-produced power that they don't need.  

However, it would be fair to ask a power company to 

build local rooftop power plants in lieu of expanding 

existing power plants or building new ones. 

Home rooftop power plants would reduce tax 

dollars and would make us less vulnerable to terrorist 

attacks, provide numerous jobs, and provide solar 

power for transportation. 

What I am saying is, our country would be 

much safer if we became energy efficient and energy 

independent by harvesting nature's energy. 
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The other great benefit would be a stable 

economy, and best of all, clean air for us and our 

children to breathe.  This cannot be achieved by 

in-fighting or without a clearer path for each of us 

to follow. 

I offer my assistance to this committee or 

any branch of our government to help our great nation 

establish a map or a plan for all to follow toward 

energy independence and clean air. 

The same fossil fuel which played a great 

role in building our economy is now strangling our 

economy and destroying our environment. 

As a nation, we can only use fossil fuel as a 

temporary lifeline, and we must sever it as soon as 

possible.  We must all remember that if we work for 

the common good, then we cannot be left behind. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Mr. Hedger. 

 Just to make sure that the record is complete, can 

you state your name and your affiliation, so that we 
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can -- because I don't believe you did that at the 

beginning. 

MR. HEDGER:  Well, it is William H. Hedger, 

Sr., and I just started a website, pathoffthegrid.com, 

but I am here as a concerned citizen, not as a person 

for www.pathoffthegrid.com. 

MS. KRUGER:  That is great.  Thank you very 

much. 

The next speaker could be Charles Yoder. 

MR. YODER:  Good morning, and thank you. 

My name is Charles C. Yoder.  I live in 

Baltimore, and I am a retired federal employee. 

When I was a child, I did childish things.  I 

played with mercury.  I rolled it across the floor in 

little silvery balls.  I rolled those balls of liquid 

metal in the palms of my hands. 

But I know better now, and so does our 

nation.  And that is why mercury is regulated as a 

danger and a pollutant. 

When I was a child, I lived in a farming 

http://www.pathoffthegrid.com
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community.  My father sold and applied farm chemicals. 

 DDT is likely the most benign of farm chemicals that 

were stored in the back of our garage, and liberally 

applied to our lawn and garden. 

But I know better now, and so does our 

nation.  And that is why many of the chemicals that 

were then a casual part of my life are regulated as 

dangers and pollutants. 

When I was as child, I, like our nation, 

viewed the conversion of hydrocarbons into fuel, and 

the transformation of that fuel into transportation 

and energy, as an indicator of power and prosperity. 

But as a nation, we know now that such 

conversion is not without cost, and that is why carbon 

dioxide and other greenhouse gases need to be 

regulated as dangers and pollutants. 

I believe that our generation, like every 

generation, will be judged in part by our stewardship 

of the endowment left to us by our forefathers.  We 

honor those who went before us, because we enjoy a 
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world better than the one they inherited. 

Our ancestors cared about their future and 

our present.  They accepted burdens and sometimes 

deferred gratification to ensure that we, their 

descendants, would have a better life. 

Our generation stands at a crossroads.  The 

oil we consume today was bound into the earth over 

billions of years.  If we continue the promiscuous 

transformation of those hydrocarbons into carbon 

dioxide, we will leave our children and grandchildren 

a dangerously compromised world. 

My grandchildren will be younger than 60 

years of age in 2050.  Their children will certainly 

see the dawn of the 22nd century. 

Their world will be defined by the decisions 

now being made by our generation, and that is why I 

call upon EPA to fulfill the mission entrusted to you 

by the Congress, by regulating greenhouse gas 

pollution as a hazard to our planet and to the 

American people. 
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We do not own the planet.  We borrowed it 

from our grandchildren. 

And then, as a personal aside, I said I was a 

retired federal employee.  I retired from the 

Department of Veterans Affairs in 2005.  Prior to that 

time, my work took me to places like Landstuhl Army 

Hospital in Germany, Brooke Army Hospital in Texas, 

many VA polytrauma centers throughout the country. 

The images of those visits of the young men 

and women who are there is a vivid reminder that when 

we fill our tanks with gasoline, the price on the pump 

is not the full price, because we send our young men 

and women in uniform into harm's way, in part to 

sustain our addiction to oil. 

I am not so naive as to think that if the 

Congress and EPA address climate change that there 

will be world peace.  But I am confident, sadly 

confident, that should we not address climate change, 

should we not break our addiction to oil, there will 

be continued unrest in the world, and we will continue 
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to ask our young men and women to put themselves in 

harm's way, and many of them will end up maimed.  And 

their injuries are part of the price we pay for oil. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for those 

remarks. 

Let's see, our next speaker could be Brian 

Brendle.  Coming from the back, good. 

MR. BRENDLE:  Good morning.  Thank you very 

much for the opportunity to comment this morning. 

My name is Brendle, and I am a director of 

energy and resources policy with the National 

Association of Manufacturers. 

By way of background, the NAM is a member-led 

organization, headquartered in Washington, D.C.  We 

represent more than 11,000 manufacturers nationwide.  

Our sector actually employs more than 13 million 

workers in the United States, and these jobs are 

actually very high-wage jobs. 

What I would like to address today is 

actually the issue which is before the EPA at this 
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moment.  The precise issue is actually whether or not 

greenhouse gas emissions constitute an endangerment 

within the context of the federal statute -- it is a 

legal question -- or within the context of the Clean 

Air Act. 

And we at the NAM continue to urge the EPA to 

actually avoid an endangerment finding that would 

trigger a regulation of GHG emissions under the Clean 

Air Act, and therefore preempt an ongoing dialogue 

which is currently taking place before the Congress. 

The NAM is concerned that using outdated 

programs under the Clean Air Act as a tool for 

regulating greenhouse gas emissions will further 

burden the ailing economy, while doing little or 

nothing to actually improve the environment. 

For example, between 2000 and the first 

quarter of 2008, the United States lost more than 3.7 

million high-wage manufacturing jobs as a result of 

sky-high energy prices.  These energy prices were, in 

large part, due to redundant environmental 
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regulations. 

This proposal will not only cost jobs, but in 

our view, the narrow programs of the Clean Air Act, 

such as PSD and New Source Review, actually are not 

tailored to address something as global in nature as 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

An endangerment finding would not only 

undermine the current economic recovery, but it could 

also prevent most environmentally sophisticated 

technologies from being incorporated into 

manufacturers' operations. 

These operations or technologies can actually 

have the effect of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, 

because they are actually more efficient. 

The NAM looks forward to working with 

Congress for a comprehensive solution to this problem, 

outside the context of an outdated program which is 

assigned to regulate local pollutants, like soot, PM, 

and ozone. 

We are also working with Congress to work out 
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a comprehensive legislative solution to the problem in 

a transparent manner. 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to 

comment. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Mr. 

Brendle. 

Let's see, Illana Naylor, speaking on behalf 

of herself. 

MS. NAYLOR:  Good morning.  My name is Illana 

Naylor, from Manassas, Virginia.  Thank you very much 

for holding the hearing, and thank you very much for 

this. 

In 2004, when I attended the Health Policy 

Institute at George Mason University, we were asked to 

write a graduate paper on an issue that faced health 

care in the United States. 

I went to my professors and wanted to do the 

health effects of global warming, and I will tell this 

audience, and you in particular, that I was laughed 

at, at the time.  They indicated to me that if I could 
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prove that there was current legislation in Congress 

or that there was any particular documentation about 

this, that I would have a license to continue. 

I gave them three pages of resources that 

included, at the time -- and this is interesting in 

terms of our conversation -- the McCain-Lieberman 

bill, of the Climate Control Act, at that time. 

But there is no scientific denial of global 

warming of any substance, of any kind.  I was able to 

quote Harvard Public Health Institute, the Johns 

Hopkins Public Health Institute. 

As a matter of fact, Dr. Thomas Page [ph] 

right now is heading up a Public Health Institute, I 

believe at the University of Michigan, but it may be 

Minnesota.  I get those two states confused all the 

time. 

I am a Masters-prepared pediatric nurse.  The 

very first comment, if you read in terms of the 

pediatric advanced life support courses, which I 

teach, is the health effects of CO2 toxicity, which is 
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in fact many times irritability, fatigue, poor 

performance in school, and ultimately of death. 

This mirrors exactly what is going on in our 

world at this point.  There is no one who denies that 

we have about five percent of the world's population, 

and a count somewhere between 25 and 30 percent of the 

CO2 toxicity the world emits on a regular basis here 

in the United States alone. 

So from a public health institute, a public 

health risk situation, no one denies that the nature 

itself tends to be very aggressive and that we have 

hurricanes. 

What has happened in the last five years, and 

ten years in particular, is the increased frequency 

and the increased severity of natural disasters, 

including hurricanes, flooding, and fires. 

We have seen nationwide as well as worldwide 

the incredible intensity of some of the wildfires that 

we have had.  That then translates not only into CO 

toxicity, but it also translates into air quality 
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problems that are very severe. 

As a pediatric nurse, asthma is on the rise, 

as are other liabilities in terms of our respiratory 

tract, which is the number one danger for any child in 

this particular nation. 

What has also been able to be documented is 

as the world temperature rises, the vectors are 

beginning to come north.  So when you talk about 

things like West Nile virus, these are problems that 

we have not ever seen this far north. 

And I am not suggesting we leave all of our 

public health risks to the South, I am merely 

suggesting that as temperature rises, we are having 

many more vectors come and are at risk, not only for 

our pediatric population, but for our adult 

population. 

In addition, the vectors also include 

problems in terms of attacking our trees.  And if you 

love science, as I do, then photosynthesis is a 

perfect image in terms of the absorption of CO2 and 
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then the release of O2. 

And as we are beginning to lose our natural 

resources, we are beginning, again, to increase the 

rate and destruction of our natural resources. 

So there are so many ways in which one can 

document the health effects of global warming and the 

fact that global warming has had a tremendous impact 

on manmade problems. 

In addition, there was an article in terms of 

the rising sea level, which has already been mentioned 

here.  But Tuvalu Island in particular, there are vast 

numbers of environmental refugees, we call.  It is not 

just the island nations, it is all the lower coastal 

areas. 

I have forgotten the percentage of people 

worldwide who live in the coastal regions, but it is 

huge, and with our rising ocean levels, we are going 

to be seeing a mass exodus of environmental time. 

And I believe my time is up, but thank you 

for letting me come to speak with you today. 



 
 

 
 OLENDER REPORTING, INC. 
 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 720, Washington, D.C. 20005 
 Washington:  (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore:  (410) 752-3376 
 Toll Free:  (888) 445-3376 

132 
MS. KRUGER:  Thank you so much for joining 

us, Ms. Naylor. 

So at this point, I believe that the speakers 

who have signed in, we have gone through the morning 

session.  If there are other people in the room who 

signed up to speak later and who would like to speak 

now, I would invite you to do that. 

Or if there is anyone here who didn't sign up 

to speak and feels so inspired, I would invite you to 

do that.  And if not, what we will do is break for 

lunch now and reconvene at 1:00, to continue hearing 

from people. 

Is there anyone who signed up who wants to 

speak? 

[No response.] 

MS. KRUGER:  Okay.  Then what we are going to 

do is break for lunch, and we will be back at 1:00.  

Thanks so much, everybody. 

[Luncheon recess at 11:29 a.m.] 
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 AFTERNOON SESSION 

 [1:00 p.m.] 

MS. KRUGER:  Good afternoon.  Welcome back to 

those of you who were with us in the morning, and for 

those who were not -- well, I guess we will probably 

-- the room is a little thin right now.  I think there 

may be another event going on across the street.  So 

maybe more folks are going to be joining us in a few 

minutes. 

But I did not want to sort of recap who is 

here from EPA.  My name is Dina Kruger.  I am the 

director of the Climate Change Division at EPA. 

Rona Birnbaum, to my right, is the chief of 

the Climate Science and Impacts Branch in my division. 

And Ben DeAngelo, to my left, was the 

technical lead on these proposed findings regarding 

endangerment and cause or contribute. 

We are really happy to have so many speakers 

joining us over the course of the day, and I know many 

of you have traveled some distance to be with us. 
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What I am going to do in terms of how the 

speakers will work is I will read a set of names of 

people that are confirmed here in the room to speak, 

and then call you when it is time for you to come up. 

You will have four minutes to make your 

remarks.  There is a timing system, so you will see a 

yellow light when there is one minute left, and a red 

light when the time is up. 

If you haven't yet silenced your cell phone, 

please do so.  With that, I think we can probably go 

ahead and get started. 

The folks that I have currently on the list 

over the course of the afternoon that have checked in 

to speak are Jerry Hinkle from the University of 

Maryland, Cynthia Snavely from the Unitarian 

Universalists for Social Justice, Mark Wilson from the 

International Emissions Trading Association, David 

Hackett from the Unitarian Universalist Legislative 

Ministry, Curt Davies from Greenpeace USA. 

Okay.  If Jerry Hinkle is here -- oh, are you 
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Alice?  Oh, Alice Wahl, yes, sorry, from the 

Environmental Task Force of the Unitarian Universalist 

Church. 

Okay.  So let's start with Jerry Hinkle from 

the University of Maryland. 

And one other thing, just sort of point of 

procedure, when you first begin speaking, if you would 

remember to state your name and the organization that 

you are representing, or if you are speaking on behalf 

of yourself or as a concerned citizen, state that, and 

then go into your prepared remarks, because in that 

way, we ensure that the transcript has an accurate 

reflection of who was speaking. 

MR. HINKLE:  Okay. 

MS. KRUGER:  Okay?  Oh, I am sorry.  What is 

your name?  Oh, okay.  I see you here.  I will call 

you in a minute.  Great.  Thank you. 

So Mr. Hinkle, please. 

MR. HINKLE:  Great.  Thank you.  Jerry 

Hinkle.  I am a graduate student in climate studies at 
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the University of Maryland. 

I wanted to do a brief presentation on 

climate change by the numbers, and the purpose of this 

is to really urge you to regulate CO2 as a pollutant. 

The first number is 6 million.  This is the 

number of person years lost from climate change, up to 

the year 2000.  This is an estimate that recently came 

out in the medical journal, The Lancet. 

The second number is six times.  This is the 

amount by which temperatures will rise this century 

relative to last.  So three-quarters of a degree last 

century, up another 4-plus degrees this century.  This 

isn't a worst-case scenario, as you know, this is the 

path that we are on. 

So you haven't seen anything yet.  

Temperatures are going up far greater if we don't do 

something to address climate change. 

They were out of more neutral colors. 

Six hundred million, this is the number of 

climate refugees expected simply due to sea level 
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rise.  This doesn't include issues from drought, 

flooding, strong storms, 600 million people that will 

have to be displaced as a result of sea level rise. 

One billion -- this is the number of Asians 

expected to be at risk of not having fresh water 

resources during some part of the year due to climate 

change this century. 

My point of this, this is some of the effects 

of climate change.  Climate change will cause a 

tremendous amount of unnecessary death and suffering, 

and we have an overwhelming moral obligation to 

address it now. 

One of the things that you hear, though, is 

that it will wreck the U.S. economy. 

A couple more numbers for you, 0.1 percent.  

This is the IPCC's estimate of what it will cost the 

U.S. economy to address climate change.  That comes to 

about $14 billion a year for the U.S.  

Five to 20 percent, or a solid 50 to 200 

times more, this is Nicholas Stern's estimate of what 
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it will cost if we don't address climate change. 

Now, certainly, there are estimates that are 

lower than this.  But all of them tell the same story, 

and it is that it will cost far more to not address 

climate change than what it will cost if we do address 

climate change.  The expense does not look that 

significant. 

But you will hear that "We can't do it."  

Fifty percent, this is European carbon footprint per 

capita relative to the U.S.  So these folks live a 

good life, they have half the carbon footprint that we 

do.  They drive smaller cars; they tend to use energy 

much more wisely. 

In the U.S., we are a bit wasteful with 

energy.  Forty-five percent, this is the estimate by 

McKinsey and Company as to how much the U.S. can 

reduce emissions simply through energy efficiency 

measures by 2030.  So we waste energy. 

So the question before us is:  Are we going 

to continue to head down a path of really 
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significantly diminishing the planet, also, that we in 

this country can use energy less wisely? 

You will also hear, "Why us?  China is now 

the largest emitter of carbon dioxide emissions."  But 

what counts is historic emissions.  27/4, the U.S. is 

responsible for 27 percent of global emissions 

historically, with 4 percent of the world population. 

China, quite the opposite, they are 

responsible for 8 percent of historic emissions with 

20 percent of the world's population. 

We have used far more than our share in this 

country.  It is incumbent upon us to lead the charge 

to address climate change not only nationally but 

internationally. 

Thank you very much. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Mr. Hinkle. 

Let's see, why don't we go -- oh, okay.  I 

will pop back up to the top and ask Mr. Aliriza, is he 

here now -- there you are, I am sorry -- from the 

Polytrade International Corp., to speak. 



 
 

 
 OLENDER REPORTING, INC. 
 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 720, Washington, D.C. 20005 
 Washington:  (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore:  (410) 752-3376 
 Toll Free:  (888) 445-3376 

140 
MR. ALIRIZA:  Hello, my name is Bahri 

Aliriza.  I am president for Polytrade International 

Corp.  I also sit on the Air Quality Advisory Board, 

which is with the Tri-State. 

I am here to voice my concerns with the 

increase in emissions that we are facing, which is a 

major threat to us all.  It is causing climate change, 

it is causing global warming. 

I wanted to specifically target on the 

emissions coming from the coal-fired plants, being 

that they are the biggest emitters of emissions into 

our environment, and also because 90 percent of the 

utilities that we get our energy from is coming from 

coal-fired plants. 

Eighty percent of everything that we use for 

energy in this country is from coal power, so we have 

a great abundance of coal. 

And we have been talking about coal carbon 

sequestration.  That is like many, many, many years 

ahead of us, so we are probably not going to see that 
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anytime soon. 

So what do we do in the meantime?  I know we 

talk a lot and there are a lot of companies or 

organizations here that represent, you know, talk 

about policy.  My company actually does have a 

solution. 

We need to talk about how we can work with, 

you know, small companies like mine that have a 

solution, but unfortunately, are not getting any 

cooperation from EPA, Department of Defense, 

Department of Energy, because I know with the EPA, 

there is no -- you know, the people that I have talked 

to, they don't have any programs where you can 

actually test a technology. 

So we need government labs and testing that 

can be done.  We don't want to be told that, "Yeah, 

you can go and get an independent testing."  For a 

small business, that is about a quarter-million 

dollars.  I don't have that in my pocket. 

And you know, it is very tough.  And I know 
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with EPA, you have a verification program, so even 

after it is tested, even if I were able to get a 

venture capitalist and get that money and get that 

done, you are just verifying it, you are not even 

endorsing it or put it on a website or trying to say 

that, "Here, these are solutions." 

So how are we going to reduce our emissions 

if we don't, you know, try to help companies that have 

solutions?  There is a lot out there, I am not the 

only one. 

So, with coal power plant, my company can 

reduce the emissions by 82 percent, which is a lot, 

and somebody should be taking this seriously. 

It is sad that I have to struggle to come and 

try to find the right people.  I mean there should be 

something out there. 

And we are on the website under 

polytrade.net, so if anybody is interested, either see 

me or look up the website. 

But with coal power plants, we have a 
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problem, especially with mercury, you know, that is 

coming down on us, and my solution would also help 

eliminate some of the mercury.  You will get rid of 

NOx, hydrocarbons, carbons, sediment, ash, just to 

name a few. 

And again, we are all in this together; we 

are all breathing the same air.  So hopefully, we will 

pay some attention to try to get some testing done or 

try to pay attention to companies that have solutions 

as well. 

Thank you very much for your time. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much. 

Let's see, our next speaker will be Cynthia 

Snavely, the Unitarian Universalists for Social 

Justice. 

REV. SNAVELY:  I am Rev. Cynthia Snavely, 

Minister of Goodloe Memorial Unitarian Universalist 

Congregation, in Bowie, Maryland, and administrator 

for Unitarian Universalists for Social Justice, 

Baltimore, Washington, Northern Virginia Region. 
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First, I would like to thank the 

Environmental Protection Agency for its work to 

address climate change.  This issue has so many 

rebounding effects on so many other issues and on 

whether our life can continue, that it is the most 

critical issue for this point in time. 

Unitarian Universalism does not have a creed 

or a sacred book, but we do have shared values.  Our 

current rendition of those values are our purposes and 

principles.  I and other ministers have often noted 

that all of our values are offshoots of our first and 

seventh, that we affirm the inherent worth and dignity 

of every person, and that we affirm a respect for the 

interdependent web of existence of which we are a 

part, and individuals, the inherent worth and dignity 

of every person. 

Within the last three years, in my own 

family, my great-nephew and I have been diagnosed with 

asthma.  My father, after suffering a heart attack, 

has seasonal allergies for the first time in his life. 
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 And the allergies of my mother, daughter, and myself 

have worsened. 

Increased greenhouse gas emissions and 

climate change are putting more of our communities in 

violation of air pollution standards.  Here on the 

East Coast, we have been particularly affected.  I ask 

you to help all of us to breathe better. 

In my home state of Maryland, we have over 

7,000 miles of coastland along the Chesapeake Bay, the 

coastal bays, and the Atlantic Ocean.  We are 

extremely vulnerable to the rising sea levels that 

will result from climate change. 

The people who are working the water, our 

crabbers and fishermen and many of our farmers as 

well, live and work in our coastal regions, and not 

only will their livelihood, but the food supply for 

the rest of us be affected by a change in sea level. 

As I said, we Unitarian Universalists affirm 

the inherent worth and dignity of every person and the 

respect for the interdependent web of existence of 
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which we are a part. 

Because we are a part of the interdependent 

web, we have an obligation to look at the way our 

actions affect everyone and everything in that 

interdependent web, and do what we can to make our 

actions have as little negative impact and as much 

positive impact on the whole as is possible. 

What I do today will have an impact on people 

throughout the world and on the future of my grandsons 

and their children and their children's children. 

My grandsons are not quite one and not quite 

five, and the five-year-old takes me regularly to the 

baseball diamond.  I would like him to be able to take 

his grandson to the baseball diamond and be able to 

play outside in fresh air. 

I want them to be able to take their 

grandsons to the beach, and jump the waves with them. 

 If my grandsons travel and marry outside this 

country, I do not want them to have to apologize to 

their Congolese or Cambodian wives for what our 
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country did to theirs, because we were not willing, as 

a leading industrialized country in 2009, to begin to 

reduce the hugely disproportionate level of greenhouse 

gas emissions. 

My congregation and Unitarian Universalists 

do the little things -- you know, we use the mugs 

instead of the paper cups and the thermoses instead of 

buying bottled water and buy the cars that don't use 

quite as much gasoline. 

But we need the big changes, and that is why 

I am here, asking that we, as a nation, make the 

governmental changes we need to reduce the emissions 

that all of us add to our atmosphere. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Rev. 

Snavely. 

Our next speaker is Harriette Sturgess, from 

St.  Albans Episcopal Church.  Welcome. 

REV. STURGESS:  I am Harriette Sturgess, the 

Rev. Harriette Sturgess, from St. Albans Episcopal 
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Parish.  I appreciated the wisdom of the separation of 

church and state, but also for the need of dialogue. 

So I thank the EPA and the Greater Washington 

Interfaith Power and Light Co., and all of the others 

who have made this dialogue a priority for us today. 

It is my observation that there is a direct 

correlation between how we treat each other as human 

beings and how we treat creation.  And for me, this is 

the common enemy, the ultimate source of poverty and 

abuse of power and war. 

It is not just a poverty issue, although the 

poor usually bear the brunt of the cumulative effects 

of this.  But it is an issue that affects all of us at 

every level of society, whether personal, corporate, 

national, or international. 

And this correlation is a result of the 

relationships woven into the very fabric of creation. 

 We are all aware of the symbiotic relationship to 

which I call and use the acronym AWE, A-W-E, for air 

and water and earth. 
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And this is seen in the natural cycles of our 

universe, some of which we know and have explored, and 

others that we are not aware of yet. 

An example, of course, is just the 

evaporation of water from the earth, and then 

coagulating and coming back down in snow and rain and 

sleet, and healing and replenishing the earth.  These 

are beneficial relationships. 

But human beings have interrupted these 

cycles by disposing of non-natural things in a natural 

cycle, instead of creating another cycle which is able 

to decompose and recreate. 

You can read about this, what I consider to 

be a revolutionary idea, in the book by William 

McDonough and Michael Braungart, in the book called 

Cradle to Cradle. 

The EPA has critical decisions to make, but 

we are already way behind.  I hope these hearings will 

inspire us to act now, in favor of AWE, and I wish you 

courage and common sense and peace. 
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MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Rev.  

Sturgess. 

Our next speaker is Matthew Stern. 

MR. STERN:  Good afternoon.  My name is 

Matthew Stern, and I am from Washington, D.C. 

For most of my adult life, I have been 

working on the issue of global warming, first as a 

scientist, and until recently as a professional 

advocate and organizer.  This fall, I will be 

attending a graduate program focused on the issue. 

While I have a deep respect for the 

environment and fully recognize the massive 

environmental threat that is unmitigated global 

warming, global warming's effects on people, global 

warming as a public health is where I found my true 

calling to the issue. 

It is with that spirit that I ask the EPA to 

use its full powers to regulate greenhouse gases. 

Because of the articulate testimony of my 

fellow citizens, and the EPA's own documents, I have 
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chosen not to focus on the direct public health 

impacts of global warming, although they are 

staggering and unquestionable. 

Instead, I am here to ask the EPA to regulate 

greenhouse gas emissions as the only government agency 

capable of responding adequately to the problem. 

As you know, the EPA was created to fill the 

void that prevented our Federal Government from 

dealing with pollutants that harm human health.  No 

other government agency has such a mandate. 

As we speak, Congress is also discussing, 

tackling the issue of global warming through 

legislation.  However, because of the unique nature of 

the problem, I feel that the EPA and not Congress is 

the only government body fully capable of creating 

measures that will truly minimize the public health 

impacts of global warming. 

Any plans to halt global warming must be 

guided by science and implemented over a half-century. 

 It is my opinion that our Congress is not capable of 



 
 

 
 OLENDER REPORTING, INC. 
 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 720, Washington, D.C. 20005 
 Washington:  (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore:  (410) 752-3376 
 Toll Free:  (888) 445-3376 

152 
setting goals guided first and foremost by scientific 

realities, not political realities. 

Nor do I feel that our Congress members, 

almost constantly concerned about reelection, are 

capable of establishing uncompromising legislation 

that will guide us for the next 50 years. 

It appears that there is once again a void in 

our Federal Government that the EPA must fill.  The 

EPA must regulate greenhouse gas emissions for the 

sake of our planet and our citizens. 

The scientific necessity of global warming is 

clear.  The public demand for tackling the problem is 

clear, as evidenced by attendance at today's hearing. 

It is now up to our Federal Government and 

the EPA, as protector of this country, to fully 

address the issue with all its available powers. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Mr. Stern. 

Let's see, next is Roger Diedrich.  Welcome 

MR. DIEDRICH:  Hello.  I am Roger Diedrich.  
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I live in Fairfax, Virginia, and I am a retired U.S. 

Department of Energy analyst. 

Thank you for taking this step to use your 

authority to regulate greenhouse gas emissions under 

the Clean Air Act, a step that is long overdue. 

I am pleased that I can participate in the 

decision to responsibly address the greatest threat to 

our planet and its biological systems, and that have 

ever occurred. 

To skeptics of that assertion, I would say 

that the science is solid in that regard, and the 

consequences of not moving quickly are severe. 

In this region of the U.S., we are threatened 

with sea level rise and a reversal of progress in 

reaching attainment for ozone pollution, which is 

responsible for major health problems and deaths. 

I urge you to use aggressive measures to set 

and enforce standards for large, importance sources 

and mobile sources that are causing this problem.  The 

evidence is strong, the time is running out, and we 
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may have less than ten years to contain the harm.  

Congress has begun to move, but it is too slow for 

what is needed. 

I thank you for including methane as a 

pollutant that can be controlled, and I suggest that 

you not focus on burning as a solution, such as in 

power generation operations.  That way leads to even 

more fugitive emissions that will continue the 

problem. 

Rather, look for strategies to prevent the 

reduction of methane in part by keeping organic 

material out of landfills. 

I am confident that the controls you are 

proposing will not only help protect our ecosystems, 

but will set the stage for a new, clean, and strong 

economy. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Mr. 

Diedrich. 

Okay.  Linda Burchfiel, from the Sierra Club, 
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Great Falls Group. 

MS. BURCHFIEL:  First, I want to thank 

President Obama and EPA for recognizing the dangers of 

global warming and for giving us this opportunity to 

speak. 

My name is Linda Burchfiel, and I am speaking 

on behalf of my friend Pat Heller, who in 2008 

traveled to France and contacted dengue fever from a 

mosquito bite. 

Now, I had always thought of dengue fever as 

a tropical disease and never thought it would reach as 

far north as France.  So I did some research, got a 

lot of information from Physicians for Social 

Responsibility, and I found out that because of 

climate change, dengue fever and many other 

vector-borne diseases have become an endangerment to 

American public health. 

Vectors are insects and ticks that can carry 

arboviral diseases, such as dengue fever, West Nile 

virus, and bacterial diseases, such as the bubonic 
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plague. 

Vectors and infectious agents are 

cold-blooded, and because of changing temperature and 

precipitation levels, breeding sites have increased, 

vector and agent developments have accelerated.  Their 

geographic range has shifted to higher latitudes and 

altitudes, and their seasonal period of disease risk 

has lengthened. 

Several vector-borne diseases could become 

threats to the U.S.  West Nile virus, West Nile 

disease is already familiar to those of us who live in 

the area. 

Another vector-borne disease familiar to us 

in the Mid-Atlantic is Lyme disease, which has become 

increasingly prevalent since it became a reportable 

disease in 1992.  Its vector is also shifting to 

higher latitudes, and modeling indicates moving up to 

Canada. 

Dengue fever is all too familiar to my friend 

Pat, who got it in France, but that is the same 
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latitude as Minnesota. 

So fleas are vectors for human bubonic 

plague, which is already endemic in New Mexico.  It is 

predicted there will continue to be about 20 cases a 

year in New Mexico, and northward expansion of the 

disease into Wyoming and Idaho. 

These diseases are only one small part of the 

huge threat to the U.S., and I urge the EPA to act.  

Use your authority that you now have under the Clean 

Air Act to regulate greenhouse gases, and please do it 

now. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Ms.  

Burchfiel. 

Okay.  How about Mark Wilson from the 

International Emissions Trading Association? 

MR. WILSON:  Good afternoon.  My name is Mark 

Wilson, and I am counsel for the International 

Emissions Trading Association. 

IETA has been the leading voice in the 
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business community on the subject of emissions trading 

worldwide since 2000.  Our about 170-member companies 

comprise some of the nation's and the world's largest 

and most respected businesses, including global 

leaders in energy, electricity, cement, aluminum, and 

chemical industries, including third-party verifiers, 

finance, law firms, formal exchanges such as NYMEX and 

Chicago Climate Exchange and other consulting firms. 

As we speak, the House Energy and Commerce 

Committee is beginning its markup of the American 

Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009. 

IETA strongly believes that the best U.S. 

response to climate change is for Congress to pass 

legislation implementing a properly structured cap and 

trade program, and cap and trade is the best means of 

achieving environmental certainty. 

When properly structured, including robust 

use of international offsets and full international 

linkage, cap and trade will accelerate greenhouse gas 

emission reductions in the most cost-effective manner 



 
 

 
 OLENDER REPORTING, INC. 
 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 720, Washington, D.C. 20005 
 Washington:  (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore:  (410) 752-3376 
 Toll Free:  (888) 445-3376 

159 
possible. 

Simply put, cap and trade provides the 

private sector with the financial flexibility required 

to limit emissions, while stimulating technological 

innovation and economic growth. 

Cap and trade has a proven track record, as 

we have seen in the early 1990s with the SOx and NOx 

program, and as we are seeing right now with the EU 

ETS program in Europe. 

But perhaps most importantly, a properly 

structured cap and trade program will ensure U.S. 

leadership within the global framework for reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions, while allowing us to 

capitalize on emerging clean technology. 

However, in the reality of Congress not 

passing legislation and EPA moving forward, we 

recognize that the Clean Air Act contains many 

provisions that would enable the EPA to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions, international air ambient 

quality standards, performance standards, State 
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augmentation plans and whatnot. 

Whichever way the EPA decides to go in these 

difficult economic times, we urge EPA to not ignore 

the economic benefits of cap and trade, and business, 

it is too great to ignore. 

No matter which provisions of the Clean Air 

Act the EPA chooses to implement, the basis of any 

future EPA rule should be a cap and trade program.  

Given the fact that cap and trade provides 

environmental certainty, while stimulating 

technological innovation and economic growth, I urge 

the EPA, no matter what path under the Clean Air Act 

is taken, to consider all possible means of developing 

a properly structured cap and trade program. 

Such a program should include the robust use 

of international offsets.  As EPA's own economic 

analysis of the last Congress, the Lieberman and 

Warner climate bill highlights, the use of robust 

international offsets can reduce compliance costs by 

almost 70 percent, while ensuring environmental 
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integrity of the program. 

We also suggest including full integration of 

linking with other international cap and trade 

programs, such as the EU ETS. 

International markets will reduce compliance 

costs by providing greater access to low-cost 

abatement options and also allow developing countries 

to participate in global reductions. 

We also, finally, would urge, as the EPA 

moves forward, to provide full access to all 

market-based tools.  A cap and trade will need access 

to all tools in the market, in order to ensure new 

technologies are developed fully and quickly and 

efficiently. 

So again, I would like to thank you for your 

time and your consideration.  As EPA moves forward, I 

would urge the agency to consider, again, all possible 

means of implementing a cap and trade. 

Please feel free to contact IETA to utilize 

any of our expertise in the area of emissions trading. 
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Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Mr. Wilson. 

Our next speaker is David Hackett from the 

Unitarian Universalists Legislative Ministry.  Mr. 

Hackett? 

[No response.] 

MS. KRUGER:  Okay.  Let's see, we will move 

on to Curt Davies from Greenpeace USA. 

MR. DAVIES:  Hi, everyone.  Thank you for a 

hearing, and a chance to speak about the issue I have 

dedicated the last decade of my life.  I was actually 

at the first meeting in the community to decide how to 

do the petition that eventually resulted in the 

Supreme Court ruling. 

So it is bizarre that we have taken ten years 

to get to this point.  We hoped we could get here 

under the Clinton Administration, but we didn't. 

I am also very pleased to see so many members 

of the faith community coming out.  It is incredible 

to see that support and push within the community that 
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I think gets the moral obligation on this more than 

anyone and is starting to become very active. 

Now, the Clean Air Act, as you know, is a 

robust piece of law.  It has a lot of tools.  You have 

plenty of things to do.  We have wasted eight years 

doing nothing, going backwards, and we fully expect to 

spend the next eight or more years with you folks, 

doing great work, pushing from the outside as you will 

be pushing from the inside to make the best possible 

things happen. 

That was a different time and place, eight 

years, ten years ago, when we proposed this petition. 

 Of course, the Clean Air Act is not a perfect place 

to solve this.  As built now, it has limitations.  You 

will have to shoehorn a lot of things to get a full 

economy-wide reduction. 

But we believe there are some very simple 

things you can do, specifically on HFCs, for example, 

that I will get into in a minute. 

Now, the reason why this is so important now, 
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everybody sort of knows this, but there is an 

unfolding drama internationally where the U.S. is 

being looked to for leadership for the first time in a 

decade, really, and the world is going wanting so far. 

They are waiting for Obama.  I was at the 

meeting in Poznan, the Climate Treaty Meeting, and the 

only question reporters were asking me and delegates 

from other countries is, "What is Obama going to do?  

What is he going to do?" 

Now, the target put forward by the 

Administration is low for the emissions reductions.  

The bill that we see rolling through Congress is, as 

we see it, inadequate to the task not only of meeting 

the scientific deliverables, but also meeting what is 

expected of the international community:  robust 

emissions reductions by this country that shows the 

leadership we know exists in the academic community 

and the technological community. 

We are just not cutting it right now.  If we 

don't get that done, Copenhagen will be a train wreck, 
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and we will all pay for that with wasted years, we are 

not going to get back to it. 

Now, corporate polluters and their troops on 

K Street and their minions in Congress are having 

their way right now.  It is up to you guys to stand up 

to them, as we are trying to. 

They have a lot more money than Greenpeace, 

they have a lot more money than the good guys in this 

fight, and they are in it until the end. 

I also believe that scientists have 

underestimated the health threat here.  I think that, 

as we are finding with a lot of climate science, it is 

evolving, but the uncertainty is not about how little 

-- you know, that every little bit we don't know is a 

house of cards and it falls down. 

Everything we find out shows us that this is 

worse than we thought it was.  I think the same is 

true with health effects. 

On HFCs, briefly, f-gases generally, the 

freons, the old stuff is now responsible for 17 
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percent of net warming, net anthropogenic warming.  

That is not regulatable; that is up in the air 

already, it is legacy, we cannot control that. 

However, there is stuff in these buildings, 

in our vehicles, in foam insulation, that can be 

captured, that can be destroyed, and we are not doing 

enough on that, frankly.  The EPA is not enforcing 

existing regs to capture that stuff.  We are doing a 

lot of voluntary stuff; that is fine. 

But it is not -- as far as we are concerned, 

all of it is going up.  The stuff in your air 

conditioner, in your vehicle air conditioner, one 

pound is worth at least 1,400 pounds of carbon dioxide 

in the atmosphere.  On a short-term time frame, it is 

worth about 3,800 pounds. 

So, what you can do:  more restrictions, tax 

incentives for good guys, and enforcement against the 

bad guys, and more power to you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Mr. Davies. 

Okay.  Our next speaker will be Alice Wahl, 
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of the environmental task force of the Unitarian 

Universalist Church in Bethesda, Maryland. 

MS. WAHL:  I will repeat, my name is Alice 

Wahl, and I am a member of the Environmental Task 

Force at the Cedar Lane Unitarian Universalist Church 

in Bethesda, as well as the Sierra Club. 

I am involved in preparing the world to allow 

its populations to live with as much comfort as is 

possible with the numbers of people that occupy this 

finite world. 

The world's current growth rate is about 1.14 

percent, representing a doubling time of 61 years.  We 

can expect the world's population of 6.5 billion to 

become 13 billion by 2067, if current growth 

continues. 

These people need food, water, air, and 

shelter to live.  We need to create a new paradigm to 

support their needs.  Our old paradigm was one of 

exploitation of the earth's resources, in order to 

increase our own populations to meet those basic 
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needs, with a richness that our ancestors could never 

have imagined. 

It is obvious that the peak has been reached, 

if not surpassed, of the earth's limits to support 

this richness for ourselves, let alone supporting the 

cultures of the vast areas of our globe. 

I am here today to support the new paradigm, 

one that seeks to throw a loving but constraining arm 

around the impulse to enrich oneself.  That enrichment 

that we have come to think as normal needs to be 

tempered, so that the world's population's needs can 

be met in a more balanced way. 

More than that, I am really here to support 

the concept of regulating the use of the earth's 

resources in a way that will allow my grandchildren, 

as well as their grandchildren, to live a comfortable, 

if less flamboyant life than my generation has been 

able to achieve. 

This paradigm would include putting limits on 

the amount of garbage we can throw away into our air, 
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our land, our water, because if we don't, we will kill 

the goose that laid the golden egg. 

I will end with two poems, one I wrote 

recently, and one I wrote 45 years ago, a poem that, 

sadly, is still relevant in terms of the environment. 

The first is entitled, "The World's Whorls." 

They warmed with coal and breathed the dust. 

 They changed the world, and lost our trust.  They 

built a car, and then a road.  They paved the fields, 

imported food.  They filled the air with CO2, they 

changed the whorl of heaven's blue.  They burned up 

fuel made long ago, they warmed our space with double 

O.  Forgive them, world, for what they did; the human 

will is not its id. 

And the second is entitled, "The World Grows; 

Its Spaces Shrink."  Please?  Yes?  Not done.  Please? 

   Yes?  Not done.  Too many other things to do.  The 

suffering can wait for marches of protest, matches of 

refined aggression, coffee with the girls, tea with 

the boys, The Man From Uncle, The Late, Late Show.  
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The world grows, its faces shrink.  Babies get born, 

mothers laugh and weep.  Not enough food for every 

mouth, not enough air for every breath.  Not enough 

love for every heart, not enough wisdom for every 

soul.  Please?  Yes?  Not done.  Please?  Yes?  Not 

done. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for those 

remarks and for sharing that with us. 

Let's see, our next speaker is Cindy Parker 

from Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. 

MS. PARKER:  Hi.  Thank you.  I am, sadly, 

not a poet; just a physician, board certified in 

preventive medicine and general public health. 

I work specifically on health impacts of 

climate change.  And in the technical document, I 

noticed that you covered the direct impacts to health 

of heat stress, air quality, and infectious disease, I 

think, quite adequately, and then broke out what some 

people would consider more the indirect impacts of 

threats to our food supplies and our water supplies 
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and sea level rise, and I just wanted to point out 

that there are actually also very direct links to 

health of those impacts as well. 

So, for example, with sea level rise, we saw 

with Hurricane Katrina that we are not very good at 

evacuating people, but we can't evacuate 

infrastructure, and so even with some planning and 

some practice, we could probably get better at 

evacuating people, but the infrastructure is still 

there. 

Of the 20 largest cities in the world, about 

13 of them happen to be located at sea level.  That is 

a lot of infrastructure that is at risk, and a lot of 

that infrastructure is what we depend on to keep 

ourselves healthy. 

So things like water treatment plants, sewage 

treatment plants, our biggest hospitals, many of our 

biggest universities, our court systems, our roads and 

transportation systems, our disaster response systems, 

all of that is infrastructure which is not easily 
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movable, and so that, again, provides a very direct 

link to health from sea level rise. 

Food supplies, you know if there is not 

enough food, if there is not enough water, then 

chronic diseases, heart disease, diabetes, as serious 

as those problems are, they really don't mean as much 

if there is not enough food and water to go around. 

Threats to security, also a very grave risk 

to our health.  You know, as environmental resources 

become more scarce, which they are very likely to do 

in a changed climate, that is apt to cause more 

problems with security, global security, as well as 

here in the United States. 

We now know, very sadly, that issues with 

global security don't necessarily stay on the other 

side of the world, they come here as well. 

In addition to health and climate change, I 

have also been involved with disaster response and 

planning from a public health perspective. 

I also noticed in your technical documents 



 
 

 
 OLENDER REPORTING, INC. 
 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 720, Washington, D.C. 20005 
 Washington:  (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore:  (410) 752-3376 
 Toll Free:  (888) 445-3376 

173 
that there really wasn't much mention -- there really 

wasn't mention at all -- of the mental health effects 

of climate change.  So I just wanted to touch on that, 

because I think you guys have the heat stress and air 

quality and infectious disease stuff down pat. 

Mental health problems, although much harder 

to see, are likely to impact far more people than just 

injury and illness.  Mental health impacts would 

manifest themselves in things like depression, 

anxiety, post- traumatic stress disorder from living 

through traumatic events. 

We know, for example, from Hurricane Katrina, 

that people who have lived through a traumatic event 

such as that have far greater problems with medical 

conditions as well as mental health conditions, their 

health indicators have gone down precipitously. 

So just one last note.  There is usually a 

lot of talk about adaptation, and I think adaptation 

is absolutely important and we have to do it.  But all 

the adaptation in the world is not going to save us, 
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unless we also work to get the climate stabilized. 

There is absolutely no scientific question 

that climate change causes direct and indirect and 

very severe and potentially long-lasting and 

irreversible health impacts.  So, please, do your part 

to reduce greenhouse gases. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  All right.  Our next speaker is 

Sarah Scherschligt, of the Prince of Peace Lutheran 

Church.  Rev. Scherschligt. 

REV. SCHERSCHLIGT:  Thank you.  I am the Rev. 

 Sarah Scherschligt, a pastor at Prince of Peace 

Lutheran Church in Gaithersburg, Maryland. 

Like most churches, we have a commitment to 

caring for the poor, the sick, and those in special 

need.  Recently, we have added creation care to our 

core ministries, because we trust that when God said 

it was good, God meant it, and we shouldn't ruin it. 

We care about creation, and we know that a 

healthy earth causes human flourishing.  Spend a day 
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planting and laughing with others in our community 

garden, the produce of which will be donated to food 

shelves, and it is obvious that a healthy relationship 

to the earth leads to spiritually and physically 

healthier and happier people. 

I regret that people of faith are often 

confused for people who eschew science.  I, who am 

originally trained as a biologist, and my 

congregation, many of whom are scientists, trust the 

overwhelming scientific evidence that global climate 

change is real and deeply damaging. 

We agree that degradation of our natural 

resources, increased toxins, and greenhouse gases 

affect human health and well-being in the U.S. and 

around the world, and we care. 

Our commitment to creation care has led us to 

such actions as changing our building's heating and 

cooling policies, environmental education programs, so 

our members can be good stewards in their homes and 

businesses and our thriving community garden.  I am 
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proud to say that as of three days ago, our 

congregation is 100 percent wind-powered. 

We will do this work, as we do our other core 

ministries, whether or not government is a partner.  

But appropriate government support makes our work to 

create a future in which all people flourish much 

easier. 

Let me share one anecdote for why clear 

government policies and rules, like those before the 

EPA, are important to a community like mine. 

A few years ago, we put in a parking lot, but 

as a place constantly strapped for cash, we didn't 

have money for trees in the center islands.  We knew 

it was important to put in trees, the natural 

antipollutant, and to shade our asphalt and clean our 

air.  But the money, and frankly, the will wasn't 

there. 

It wasn't there until we got word that our 

county encouraged planting of trees for shading 

asphalt.  A county representative came to our church 
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and educated us on the importance of parking lot trees 

connecting our parking lot to the Chesapeake Bay. 

Her financial support, minor when compared to 

the whole cost of the trees, was enough to get us over 

our financial hurdle.  More important was her 

credibility, knowledge, and resources.  She convinced 

our church's leadership's hearts on the matter. 

It might seem like a small thing, six trees 

in a parking lot.  But most individual congregations 

and communities can only do small things with great 

faith.  You, as the EPA, are in a position to do a 

very large thing.  It will ripple into all of our 

communities.  Your science and your policies are 

critical to our future health and flourishing. 

In the faith community, we know that 

environmental policies will affect small businesses 

and other communities, from coal-dependant mining 

towns in West Virginia, to car-based economies like 

Detroit, I have faith that with careful and creative 

planning and job creation around a green economy, even 
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these frightened communities will thrive. 

I don't pretend to speak for all churches in 

the country, but I know congregations of all faiths 

will help absorb the growing pains that responsible 

environmental protection may cause.  I hope that we 

don't let the very real fears of a few threaten the 

future of us all. 

Therefore, as a person of faith, a pastor, 

and a proud citizen of the United States, I ask the 

EPA to quickly act to implement strong rules designed 

to control global warming pollution, to protect human 

health and the environment.  I ask you to do this as 

soon and as efficiently as possible. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Rev.  

Scherschligt. 

Let's see, our next speaker is Baird 

Straughan, from LeadGreen.org. 

MR. STRAUGHAN:  Thank you for giving me this 

opportunity to speak.  I'm going to speak just on 
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behalf of myself and my own business and the people 

who are my contractors. 

It is a small business.  It provides support 

for organizations and for other small businesses, 

consulting and database support.  And I have been 

asking, what difference would it make if eventually 

greenhouse gases get regulated? 

It would raise my costs, because it would 

impose costs on travel, which is a large part of my 

budget.  But that has already been happening to me, 

and I can adjust to that.  I have already planned for 

it, just shift the whole market. 

What I really can't adjust to, or what I, as 

a businessman, would have trouble with, is events like 

Hurricane Katrina and other natural disasters like 

that, if they occurred more frequently, because when 

that occurred, I had clients down in that area, and 

they were under water. 

It was years before they got back to the 

point where they were interested in planning or using 
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the kind of services that I provide.  They were behind 

by years, and I was behind by years. 

So, my basic message is a short one.  I think 

that, for me, the uncertainties involved with climate 

change are a grave risk not just to health, et cetera, 

but to business, and to my business. 

And I understand that the United Nations 

Panel on Climate Change has estimated that if climate 

level is off at 450 to 500 parts per million, that 

there be at least a 1 in 20 chance that we would get 

catastrophic change. 

Now, if you told me, as a businessman, that 

the network platform that my services depend on and my 

clients' services depend on, had a 1 in 20 chance of 

sometime in the next couple decades absolutely 

collapsing, I would move in a heartbeat, I wouldn't 

wait. 

Well, it is obvious, the biggest platform 

that I depend on is the earth and the society that 

depends on it.  So I thank you for doing your part to 
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protect it. 

And I, as a businessman, will be able to 

adjust to the measures that you take as long as they 

are planned in advance, I can see them coming long 

term, I will be able to adapt to that. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Mr. 

Straughan. 

Our next speaker is Rabbi Fred Dobb of the 

Greater Washington Interfaith Power and Light. 

RABBI DOBB:  Hello, all.  I am honored to be 

here today as the chair of the Greater Washington 

Interfaith Power and Light, representing some 350 area 

congregations, as well as a board member of the 

National Jewish Environmental Coalition, a coalition 

on the environment and Jewish life, which represents 

most agencies and most individuals in the American 

Jewish community. 

Above all, as a local rabbi at Adat Shalom, 

and as a citizen and a human being and a father, and 
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someone who has been watching this for a long time and 

rejoiced with the endangerment finding, and is here to 

say, first and foremost, thank you. 

It is no small thing to undo what has been 

done or left undone, and the work that the EPA is 

embarking on is very exciting.  The initial finding 

suggests everything, the data that so many people here 

have eloquently articulated, I don't need to go back 

over the obvious human health effect, the obvious 

meaning of endangerment, when it is defined 

appropriately. 

What I want to do is bolster the idea of how 

to define it, with reference to teaching.  That is 

what rabbis do best. 

So if we step back for just a moment to the 

4th century, to understand how early in Western 

experience these ideas come up.  This is a text from 

the Talmud, Baba Batra. 

Rabbi Joseph, even back then, it was tough 

for people of faith to make a living on that, so they 
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often had a side business.  He owned a grove of date 

trees, under which people who would cup blood -- that 

was a profession back then -- would sit, because there 

was shade. 

Ravens would come, they were drawn by the 

blood, and they ate the blood and went up to the 

branches of the palm trees, and then they ruined the 

dates. 

So Rabbi Joseph said to the people who had 

essentially squatted there, "Go away."  And another 

rabbi came along, Abayah [ph], and said, "Isn't this 

indirect causality?    You can't tell them what to 

do."   

And he quoted a line that was current in the 

4th century:  "Even indirect causality of damage is 

forbidden."  Even indirect causality of damage is 

forbidden. 

It has been argued in the past that we can't 

regulate things like CAFÉ standards, the emissions, et 

cetera, because the individual impact of one 
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automobile or one home or one business rounds down to 

zero, anyone is statistically insignificant. 

But so is democracy.  With a hundred million 

votes cast, any one of our votes is worth, 

statistically, very close to zero.  Collectively, it 

is the backbone of what our nation is built upon. 

The same logic applies to each individual 

car.  The endangerment finding is spectacular.  It is 

a challenge to get people to understand that what 

comes out of their one car's tailpipe on their -- our 

-- my way to the grocery store to pick up our 

children, et cetera, has some direct, if torturous 

route to the ultimate global health upon which we all 

rely. 

But that is very real.  We need to bring this 

notion that we are all responsible one for the other. 

 Something that comes straight out of religious 

tradition, something that increasingly, the scientific 

community is coming to embrace as well.  We need to 

bring that into this mix. 
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It is with appreciation that we ask for the 

strongest possible measures to be taken in light of 

the endangerment finding.  And the support of the 

American religious community is behind you, because 

ultimately, this is as much a moral as a scientific 

issue. 

"Love your neighbor as yourself," says 

Leviticus, Chapter 19, and so much of American 

jurisprudence.  This is an opportunity to make that 

real, your human neighbor and your non-human neighbor 

alike. 

Thank you.  We look forward to more. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Rabbi Dobb. 

Let's see, our next speaker is Steven 

Bruckner, from the Sierra Club. 

MR. BRUCKNER:  Good afternoon.  My name is 

Steven Bruckner.  I am the conservation chair of the 

Virginia chapter of the Sierra Club. 

I am here today to voice my support for the 

EPA's endangerment finding, and more importantly, 
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support for EPA regulations that will reduce emissions 

and help bring our country and our planet below the 

endangerment level. 

Following the U.S. Supreme Court's decision 

in Massachusetts versus EPA, the EPA appellate court 

decided a case related to a permit for a 110-megawatt 

expansion to Deseret Powers Bonanza Coal-Fired Power 

Plant. 

The case was brought by the Sierra Club, and 

it was decided by the EPA instead of a state utility 

commission, because the plant was on an Indian 

reservation. 

The Sierra Club argued that the Supreme 

Court's Massachusetts versus EPA decision implied that 

carbon dioxide was subject to regulation under the 

Clean Air Act. 

The EPA appellate court agreed and decided 

that Deseret Power should be required to use the best 

available control technology to minimize carbon 

dioxide emissions from its proposed plant expansion. 
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The effect of this decision was to create a 

de facto moratorium on all new coal-fired power 

plants. 

The coal industry has advanced CCS, carbon 

capture and sequestration as the technology that will 

reduce emissions of carbon dioxide in coal-fired power 

plants to acceptable levels. 

CCS technology, although technically feasible 

has not yet been demonstrated to be commercially 

viable in the electric utility industry. 

Estimates are that the CCS process will 

consume 30 percent of the plant's power output and 

will increase the cost of its electricity by more than 

60 percent.  If so, then coal-fired power will no 

longer be cost competitive in the U.S.  

We must also question the efficacy of the 

capture step in the CCS process, because it depends on 

IGCC, or integrated gasification combined cycle 

technology, to make the capture step relatively 

feasible. 
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But IGCC is a new technology, and used in 

only a handful of coal-fired power plants in the 

world.  DOE was planning to build an IGCC plant with 

CCS capability, called FutureGen, in Illinois, but it 

was canceled in 2008 by the Bush Administration. 

At the current time, DOE is considering 

reinstating the project.  However, retrofitting carbon 

capture in the more than 1,300 conventional technology 

coal-fired power plants in the U.S. is a much bigger 

problem, and more likely not to achieve satisfactory 

results. 

The coal industry is engaged in a public 

relations campaign to make the public believe that it 

is just a matter of time before CCS is commercially 

viable, and when it is, to retrofit it into existing 

coal-fired power plants, and solve their greenhouse 

gas emissions problem. 

However, it is more likely that CCS 

technology will be too ineffective, too late, or too 

expensive to achieve the coal industry's hoped-for 
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results. 

For this reason, I asked the EPA to require 

that proposals for new coal-fired power plants be 

granted a permit only when they include a fully 

functional CCS capability from day one.  That way, the 

permitting agency can evaluate the true merits and 

costs of the power plant proposal. 

Such a policy will spur the coal and utility 

industries to accelerate their plans for CCS research. 

 Also, the consequent delay in construction of new 

coal power plants will encourage the utility industry 

to invest in alternatives. 

The most cost effective alternative to 

stretch existing generation capacity is energy 

efficiency.  Efficiency gains have been showed to cost 

only 3 cents per kilowatt hour.  This is far cheaper 

than any other fuel source. 

States that are serious about efficiency are 

achieving efficiency gains of 1.5 to 2 percent per 

year.  Thus, by 2020, we could see nationwide 
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reductions in consumption of 15 to 20 percent. 

Alternatives also include building 

non-coal-fired power plants.  We would hope these 

plants would be fueled by renewables, but it is also 

likely that utilities may choose to build natural gas 

plants instead. 

Additional legislation at the federal or 

state level may be needed to avoid any unintended 

effects of the CCS requirement policy. 

In summary, the EPA should clarify the 

Bonanza plant decision by requiring that a permit for 

any proposed coal-fired power plant be restricted to 

plants with working CCS technology. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Mr. 

Bruckner. 

Dennis Hedke, from Hedke-Saenger Geoscience. 

Welcome. 

DR. HEDKE:  Well, good afternoon.  I am a 

consultant geophysicist from Wichita, Kansas.  I will 
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say that I represent no special interest group 

whatsoever, but my entire personal career has dealt 

with two areas:  energy and environmental issues. 

I am also one of 34,000 American scientists 

who have signed this petition right here that urge our 

government, in the strongest possible terms, to detach 

the country from any commitment whatsoever to the 

Kyoto Protocol, or anything that resembled it in the 

future. 

I realize we are not here today to talk about 

Kyoto Protocol, but it does relate to the subject 

matter that we are dealing with here. 

I reviewed every single page of the 

endangerment findings, and I must say I have very 

strong disagreements with a number of your 

conclusions. 

Apparently, you have chosen to ignore large 

bodies of evidence, and as a scientist, I am appalled 

by some of these findings. 

For example, the document issued the 
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following statement:  "There is a strong evidence that 

global sea level gradually rose in the 20th century, 

and is currently rising at an increased rate." 

However, the University of Colorado reports 

that the average sea level rise over the past 10,000 

years was four feet per century, that the current sea 

level rise is little more one foot per century, and, 

in fact, the most recent evidence indicates that there 

is virtually zero increase of sea level in the recent 

past.  Zero. 

And we have the following:  "Ocean CO2 uptake 

has lowered the average ocean pH level by 

approximately 0.1 since 1750."  However, data cited in 

a report January 2009 by the Center for the Study of 

Carbon Dioxide and Global Change clearly shows that 

the 20th century has witnessed the second highest 

period of above-average calcification in the last 237 

years. 

Administrator Jackson is not here, but I will 

say this to her:  She took a very serious grilling 
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last week at the Senate Environment and Public Works 

Committee Hearing, where rightly so, Wyoming Senator 

John Barrasso repeatedly cited a White House memo. 

That memo points to some very telling and 

problematic circumstances which are essential, and 

attempted to quantify the character of the earth's 

atmospheric conditions. 

For example, the memo states, quote:  "Some 

issues to cover that would address costs, benefits, 

and risks include the following:  (a) quality and 

homogeneity of the temperature data from surface 

networks that may affect estimates of past temperature 

trends and calibration and verification of models." 

With respect to that point, you should be 

aware -- and I would be very surprised if you are not, 

everybody on this panel -- that from 1989 to 1991, an 

abrupt change occurred in the number of weather 

stations that had been recording temperature data in 

Canada and Siberia.  The number of stations recording 

data went from approximately 12,000 to approximately 
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6,000 stations. 

And guess what?  The global average 

temperature suddenly soared from about 10 degrees C to 

about 11-1/2 degrees C.  In that span of one year, in 

that continuing trend went into the 1990s, quoted the 

"hottest decade ever," entirely due to the elimination 

of 6,000 cold weather stations. 

I could go on for hours, but I am going to 

leave you with this:  The American people are going to 

find out more and more every day about these very 

sorts of improper handling of fundamentally important 

data relevant to this discussion. 

Each and every one of you has a deep 

responsibility to deliver the truth to the American 

people, and I sincerely hope you can find the courage 

to do that, against the prevailing, quote, 

"consensus." 

Thank you for your time. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you for sharing your 

views, Dr. Hedke. 
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All right.  Let's see, our next speaker is 

David Hackett, from the Unitarian Universalists 

Legislative Ministry. 

MR. HACKETT:  Good afternoon, and thank you 

for the hearing and the interest and participation of 

so many of us. 

I am here representing a statewide Networks 

of Unitarian Universalists around the country.  I 

don't know if you know anything about UUs, but they 

are kind of a fractious group whose faith includes 

supporting each other in a free search for truth and 

meaning.  So they often disagree vigorously as part of 

their spiritual journey. 

An interesting thing happened a couple of 

weeks ago.  I was up in Massachusetts at a meeting of 

people sort of like myself. 

I had been working in Maryland to educate 

people about the global warming and to encourage an 

appropriate response.  And when we were up in 

Massachusetts a couple of weeks ago, we had people 
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from UU, statewide environmental and social justice 

networks, like myself, from all over the country. 

And the startling thing, to me, SCUU, was 

that everyone from all of these state networks across 

the country agreed that global warming and its adverse 

consequences was something that we all saw as our 

priority issue, and was something that we all wanted 

to collaborate on. 

You know, it was like, "Wow, UUs agreeing so 

fast and deciding to collaborate," and it was a 

startling moment.  And that is why I am here, to say 

that this independent-minded group from across the 

country all believe this is a vital issue of our time. 

We all, I am speaking on behalf of everyone, 

saying that we support your findings.  We appreciate 

the courage that it takes to do good science. 

We appreciate the open and honest discussion 

about science, which is essential to finding out how 

good it is and what else we need to learn.  And we 

hope that the discussion continues, and it will make 
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all of our decisions in the future better. 

In short, I just wanted to try to give you a 

sense of how broadly people across the country are 

interested in this issue and how great the concern is 

and what an enormous consensus there is among 

Unitarian Universalists, that urgent action is needed 

not just for us but for our kids. 

When I was at lunch at the press conference, 

somebody showed me a picture of their grandchild, you 

know, dragging a teddy bear, walking along the shore. 

 My three-year-old granddaughter lives in South Texas, 

right by Padre Island, and if much of what I read in 

the scientific reports is true, you know, she won't be 

walking along Padre Island perhaps as long as she 

lives. 

Now I am concerned about that, and so many 

people are.  And so we really appreciate your work and 

the courage that it takes to make a finding of this 

nature that has such vast implications for us 

spiritually, personally, and economically.  So thank 
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you for your good work. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Mr. 

Hackett. 

Our next speaker is Jesse Prentice-Dunn, from 

the Sierra Club.  Welcome. 

MR. DUNN:  Good afternoon.  My name is Jesse 

Prentice-Dunn.  I am an associate Washington 

representative with Sierra Club here in D.C., and I am 

representing our Green Transportation Campaign. 

Our Green Transportation Campaign, the goal 

is to reduce carbon dioxide emissions 35 percent by 

2030.  And in doing so, we have to deal with all what 

we call the three legs of the transportation stool.  

We have to make our fuels cleaner, we have to drive 

less, and we also have to make sure that our vehicles 

are more efficient and emit less. 

So today, I will focus on that last leg of 

the transportation stool, the vehicles.  So let me 

start by applauding the EPA on behalf of the Sierra 

Club's 1.3 million members and supporters for issuing 
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this endangerment finding. 

This critical decision finally recognizes 

that greenhouse gas emissions from new motor vehicles 

contribute to pollution, which endangers public health 

and welfare.  In issuing the proposed finding, the EPA 

and the Administration are right on the law and right 

on the science. 

So you have heard today from many experts on 

the actual impacts of global warming science, so I 

will save you those details. 

The endangerment finding provides a sobering 

assessment of global warming pollution and its impacts 

on our health and environment. 

With this action, the EPA has made it clear 

that we cannot deny the consequences of the pollution 

that spews from motor vehicles, and that we must 

address this pollution through appropriate regulation. 

The endangerment finding lays the groundwork 

for broad reductions in carbon dioxide, particularly 

from new cars, SUVs, pickups, heavy duty trucks, and 



 
 

 
 OLENDER REPORTING, INC. 
 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 720, Washington, D.C. 20005 
 Washington:  (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore:  (410) 752-3376 
 Toll Free:  (888) 445-3376 

200 
other vehicles. 

The transportation sector is responsible for 

roughly one-third of U.S. carbon dioxide emissions, 

and about two-thirds of those come from light-duty 

vehicles, passenger cars, and trucks. 

While the carbon dioxide is the primary gas 

emitted by motor vehicles, EPA correctly recognizes 

the six greenhouse gas pollutants, including three 

other greenhouse gases, methane, nitrous oxides, and 

hydrofluorocarbons, which vehicles emit. 

As I said, the endangerment finding paves the 

way for to issue greenhouse gas standards for the 

nation's fleet of new passenger vehicles. 

National greenhouse gas standards have 

several advantages over fuel economy standards 

currently issued by the National Highway 

Transportation Safety Administration, NHTSA, and 

therefore, it will be a good complement, not as 

necessarily a replacement. 

First, EPA can set long-term standards, while 
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NHTSA is restricted to issuing regulations for up to 

five model years.  Additionally, NHTSA is required to 

set standards based on current available technology, 

limiting the potential for significant improvements in 

vehicle efficiency and emissions reductions. 

Now, especially with automaker hearings 

recently, we have heard a lot about regulatory 

certainty and strong signals.  So long-term standards 

can provide automakers with that certainty, and with 

the direction they need to invest in technologies that 

will drive significant improvements in the vehicle 

fleet. 

Standards directed at reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions will ensure that we are, over time, meeting 

our climate protection goals, while also helping to 

curb our addiction to oil. 

Second, EPA standards can consider the 

impacts of both vehicle and fuel technologies.  

Current regulations can only consider vehicle 

technologies.  Regulations that include the impacts of 
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transportation fuels can drive a shift away from 

petroleum and other fuels that have devastating 

environmental impacts, such as tar sands, 

coal-to-liquids, and oil shale. 

A comprehensive approach to vehicle emissions 

that includes both vehicles and fuels will lead to 

aggressive emissions reductions that we need. 

Third, in setting greenhouse gas standards, 

the EPA would be unencumbered by the complicated 

system of credits for flex-fueled vehicles and other 

alternative fuel technologies that skew the 

effectiveness of NHTSA standards. 

Current fuel economy regulations allow auto 

manufacturers to claim credits for improved fuel 

economy for flex-fueled vehicles. 

However, today, less than 1 percent of FFVs, 

or flex-fueled vehicles, actually run on alternative 

fuel, even though the automakers are receiving credits 

as if they run on fuel 50 percent of the time. 

In 2004, the Union of Concerned Scientists 
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estimated that FFV credits were increasing U.S. oil 

dependence by 80,000 barrels per day, and therefore 

also driving up our greenhouse gas emissions. 

Lastly, the EPA regulations would also be 

able to consider a range of greenhouse gas emissions, 

not just carbon dioxide. 

Again, comprehensive emission standards can 

drive the development of a range of technologies, not 

just those related to fuel economy. 

California's highway standards provide a good 

model for recognizing the important reductions we can 

achieve from tackling the potential global warming 

gases associated with vehicle air conditioners. 

In conclusion, the Sierra Club's Green 

Transportation Campaign applauds the EPA for issuing 

the proposed endangerment finding.  This finding will 

pave the way for the EPA to ensure that we achieve 

reductions in greenhouse gas emissions that are so 

necessary to prevent the worst effects of global 

climate change. 
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In particular, the endangerment will allow 

the EPA to set greenhouse gas standards for our 

nation's new passenger vehicles, which can provide 

regulatory certainty to automakers and drive 

significant long-term emissions reductions. 

I urge the EPA to make the endangerment 

finding without delay, and I look forward to a future 

that is cleaner and safer as a result. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for those 

remarks. 

Let's see, our next speaker is Judith Asphar 

from Coracle Partnership. 

MS. ASPHAR:  Good afternoon.  I am speaking 

on behalf of many environmental organizations in the 

Hudson Valley of New York.  My name is Judith Asphar. 

 I am Scottish, but I have been in the U.S. as a 

resident and taxpayer since the 1980s, and I love this 

country. 

Back in the mid '90s, as a founding editor of 
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a Hearst Corporation magazine, I initiated the first 

environmental column in a national mainstream 

publication, and its tagline was, "Healthy Living 

Depends Upon a Healthy Planet." 

That sums up what is being addressed here 

today, specifically, the dire health consequences of 

the increasing carbon dioxide burden in our 

atmosphere. 

Its impact on the well-being of this society 

is now even more potentially devastating than it was 

in the early '90s.  Just last week, The Lancet, one of 

the most prestigious medical journals, in 

collaboration with University College, London, 

published the results of a study showing that climate 

change poses the biggest threat to human health in the 

21st century. 

It cautions that the full health impact is 

not yet grasped by the health care community or by 

policy makers.  And it says that the threat posed by 

climate change is a clear and very present danger. 
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As a pediatrician and director of the 

Institute for Global Health at University College 

stated, "The impacts will be felt all around the 

world, and not just in some distant future, but in our 

lifetimes, and in those of our children." 

The health care community has come to the 

issue late, and should be saying more.  He added, "A 

failure to act will result in future generations 

feeling the same moral outrage as is felt today toward 

those who brought in and did nothing to stop slavery. 

According to the University College Global 

Health Commission, an integrated and multidisciplinary 

approach to reduce the adverse effects of climate 

change requires that policies must be adopted to 

reduce carbon emissions, thereby slow global warming 

and stabilize temperatures, and it should be linking 

climate change to disease. 

The most effective way of dealing with the 

urgent requirement to protect public health in the 

U.S. will be for the EPA to regulate carbon dioxide as 
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a dangerous pollutant to human health. 

More specific than recent IPCC warnings, The 

Lancet study further pointed to the consequences of 

our high-carbon lifestyles in the U.S. and Europe that 

lead directly to such diseases as obesity, diabetes, 

and heart disease, lifestyles that have depended upon 

the profligate consumption of fossil fuels, whose 

emissions threaten the natural systems on which our 

lives depend. 

Reducing emissions dramatically and urgently 

in order to avoid the almost unimaginable 

deterioration of life on this planet requires that we 

all take more responsibility for more carbon, living 

here in the United States. 

The strength of the actions of the EPA are 

pivotal to the future health of this country, and of 

the world.  The great wealth of this continent has led 

the globe and allowed us to live the kind of lives I, 

for one, take too easily for granted.  Is it not time 

for those of us here in the U.S. to lead the world, 
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but on a sustainable path, for the sake of all life on 

earth? 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Actually, before you step down, 

just to sort of assuage my curiosity, can you say a 

few words about what Coracle Partnership is? 

MS. ASPHAR:  It is just an organization that 

is a messenger, basically; it sort of helps link what 

activists and environmentalists are doing to the 

general public, and I have been doing that for about 

15 years or so. 

And this is a copy of The Lancet report, if 

you would like, for your record. 

MS. KRUGER:  If you would like to drop that 

off, it can be put into the docket. 

Thank you so much. 

Let's see, our next speaker is Marisa 

Vertrees.  Is Marisa here?  I guess way up in the 

back.  Here she comes. 

Welcome. 
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MS. VERTREES:  Hello.  My name is Marisa 

Vertrees.  I am the social justice coordinator at St. 

 Charles Borromeo Catholic Church in Arlington, 

Virginia, where I work on a number of issues affecting 

Poor and Vulnerable, Care for Creation, and just a 

number of other things. 

I am also on the board of Virginia Interfaith 

Power and Light, a sister organization to Greater 

Washington Interfaith Power and Light, which we have 

heard many speakers from today. 

And while I am speaking for people, I am not 

speaking on behalf of the entire Catholic Church, but 

I would like to mention that the Catholic Church in 

the United States has recently launched a climate 

covenant, and has encouraged people to take a St. 

Francis pledge, as the Patron Saint of the 

Environment, to encourage them to address these issues 

also. 

And I would like to thank you for holding 

this hearing today and giving us the opportunity to 
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speak.  I am afraid most of what I will say is things 

that we have heard before and have heard in the 

endangerment findings, and I would just like to sort 

of reinforce those. 

There is no question that climate change does 

have an effect on public health.  We will see 

increased deaths from heat, as we see more intense 

heat waves.  Heat also intensifies local air 

pollution, such as smog and ozone, which has a great 

effect on asthma. 

We also will see an increase on vector-borne 

diseases.  And we will also, as our climate changes, 

have more of an effect of seasonal allergies.  As one 

of the many people who suffer from seasonal allergies, 

I really enjoy that winter break, where I am not 

sneezing constantly, and I hope I don't see that go 

away anytime soon. 

Under the broader category of public welfare, 

I believe the evidence is even more compelling.  We 

will see sea level rise, as we have already seen the 
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beginning of.  We will see a dramatic weather shift, 

effects on local food supplies and local water 

supplies. 

We will see species extinction, 20 to 30 

percent of the species are at risk of extinction, 

according to the IPCC report.  We have seen coral 

bleaching already begin as the oceans warm up. 

And these are all things that have a great 

effect on our public welfare.  We would like to see 

the earth maintained as its been for so long and be 

able to share these gifts of the great diversity of 

species and the beauty of coral and rainforests with 

our children and our children's children. 

And there is also a great amount of unknown 

affects.  Just recently, there is a report that maple 

trees in New England might be in danger from global 

warming, and there are so many things like this that 

we don't even know about now that we will see in the 

future. 

And the economic impact of a destabilized 
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world is something that we can't really grasp all of 

the economic costs of not doing anything either.  So I 

believe it is urgent for us to act on this, and act on 

it soon.  So I would like to thank you again for this 

opportunity and for considering these things. 

Every day of inaction puts ever more 

greenhouse gases into the environment, and we are 

approaching a tipping point very soon where it may be 

too late for us to do anything about it, so we hope 

that this moves forward. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you for coming and sharing 

your thoughts today. 

Our next speaker is Randolph Horner from 

Solar Evolution. 

MR. HORNER:  Thank you very much for the 

opportunity to address this distinguished panel. 

I am Randolph Horner, an advocate for clean 

energy policies since the 1960s. 

I have come all the way from Upstate New York 
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to support the critical role of our Environmental 

Protection Agency in finding that CO2 emissions are 

hazardous to public health. 

It is absolutely essential that the agency 

enforce this finding, as it is necessary to protect 

the public, all the more because legislation now 

emerging in our Congress has been so compromised by 

special interests, it is actually worse than no action 

at all, because it will stand in place of the 

necessary action. 

The legislation now pending would in fact 

serve to institutionalize long-term carbon dioxide 

pollution, creating a legal entitlement for those 

short-sighted and selfish emitters of CO2 and putting 

the health and the economy of the nation and the 

planet in grave peril. 

The paradox is that those same self-serving 

interests would cause incalculable harm to the 

economic health of the nation, all in the name of 

aiding the economy, according to their lights, but 
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actually, to ensure undeserved profits for polluters, 

because legislation alone will fail to protect public 

health, and consequently preserve the economic 

well-being of the nation. 

Therefore, only appropriate regulatory action 

under the Clean Air Act can give us any hope for the 

future of our country. 

The justification for this action is even 

more profound than has yet been understood.  The most 

serious and threatening sources of carbon dioxide 

pollution result directly from the burning of coal and 

petroleum fuels.  Under the responsibilities already 

mandated by the Clean Air Act, the EPA is charged with 

regulating these other pollutants, which are 

inextricably intertwined with the production of CO2. 

Simply put, deadly mercury, sulfur dioxide, 

and particulates, all severe hazards to public health, 

will be significantly diminished by public policies 

and regulations which simultaneously protect us from 

the adverse consequences of CO2 emissions and 
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resulting global warming.  The two will go hand in 

hand. 

So-called "clean coal" is the answer?  A myth 

promulgated by those who want to go on polluting.  

Please note that the removal of pollutants to make 

burning coal allegedly clean would be so expensive -- 

and is yet unproven -- that coal-fired power plants 

and their operation would end up costing many times 

the dollars needed for the truly sustainable energy 

system:  solar, wind, geothermal, tidal, and 

hydroelectric, which are in fact destined to replace 

these polluting power plants that depend on ever 

scarcer and more expensive fossil fuel. 

The central role of the EPA in protecting 

American health will actually save money, not cost 

money, as these deniers of science have alleged. 

But there is even more.  Professor Mark Z.  

Jacobson, of Stanford University, has established that 

there is a clear link between levels of atmospheric 

CO2 and human health. 
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The same burning of fossil fuel that produces 

the CO2 and endangers the climate also increases the 

volume of carcinogens and carcinogenic substances that 

we encounter throughout the United States. 

Amazing, actually a link between the 

allegedly benign carbon dioxide and the risk of cancer 

to our entire population.  This combustion also 

increases the ozone level in the part of the 

atmosphere that we human beings breathe. 

In addition to the irreversible damage to 

health resulting from particulates and 

microparticulates, especially in urban areas, Dr. 

Jacobson has also discovered that black carbon, the 

main component of soot particles responsible for these 

particulate injuries, may also be exacerbating global 

warming. 

Panel, and Administrator Jackson, thank you 

very much for your courageous and timely action, not a 

moment too soon.  Hundreds of millions of Americans 

and billions of human beings, and our fellow species 
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worldwide, can only be protected by urgent and 

thorough action in enforcement of this finding. 

Thank you very much for your kind attention. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you, Mr. Horner, for 

traveling to make those remarks to us today. 

MR. HORNER:  It is a privilege to be here.  

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  I would like to ask David 

Doniger, from the Natural Resources Defense Council, 

to make some remarks. 

MR. DONIGER:  Thank you very much.  It is 

very nice to see you, and even better to be here on 

behalf of NRDC and our 1.2 million members and 

supporters in support of the proposed determinations 

on endangerment and the contribution of vehicles. 

We are grateful that EPA at long last has 

officially recognized that global warming pollution 

from new vehicles contributes to killer heat waves, 

higher smog levels, stronger storms, and other extreme 

weather events, and many other threats to health and 
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the environment. 

With this step, Administrator Jackson and the 

Obama Administration have gone a long way to restore 

respect for both science and law, and the era of 

defying in the Supreme Court has ended. 

The endangerment determination breaks no new 

scientific ground, but it rests solidly on the 

findings of the Nobel Prize-winning Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change and many other sources. 

The proposed determinations have momentous 

consequences, however, because they require EPA to 

follow up with action under the Clean Air Act, first 

on motor vehicles, and we hope also with power plants 

and other major stationary sources of CO2. 

So I will briefly address a few legal issues 

at this point.  I will not repeat the very good 

scientific findings that are summarized in the 

determination itself; we will have written comments to 

follow as well. 

We agree with EPA's analysis of Section 202, 



 
 

 
 OLENDER REPORTING, INC. 
 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 720, Washington, D.C. 20005 
 Washington:  (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore:  (410) 752-3376 
 Toll Free:  (888) 445-3376 

219 
and the Supreme Court's decision in Massachusetts v. 

EPA.  The endangerment determination has to be made on 

the basis of science considerations only. 

We agree that EPA has correctly laid out the 

precautionary standard, which is in the language of 

the statute, "may reasonably be anticipated to 

endanger," and we concur that Congress expected EPA to 

act even in the presence of some scientific 

uncertainty. 

There are other factors that could come into 

the decisions about standards, such as technological 

feasibility and cost, but not into the threshold 

decision about endangerment or contribution. 

So we also agree that effects on public 

health include not just direct inhalation toxicity, 

but any kind of effect on human health that can come 

as a result of the air pollution formed in the 

atmosphere from a directly emitted pollutant. 

So those include physical, chemical, and 

biological processes that result from climate change 
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that cause death, illness, or injury. 

We do not agree with the argument of some, 

that some of those effects are only welfare effects; 

they are health effects. 

We also agree with the EPA's interpretation 

that under the Blue Water case, there is no 

significance requirement qualifying the term 

contribute in Section 202. Thus, EPA does not have to 

show some threshold level of contribution to climate 

change from vehicles in order to act under 202.  And I 

think you've got that right. 

We agree, as well, that EPA should be taking 

into account impacts that occur from U.S. emissions 

outside the country.  The health effects that occur as 

a result of our emissions should count whether they 

are inside the borders or out, as well as the 

potential effects that will be occurring in the 

future.  Things that have been set in motion and 

cannot be undone are as important as effects actually 

being felt at this point. 
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Well, with the remaining time, let me just 

say what we hope will happen next.  We hope that very 

soon there will be an announcement of a plan to issue 

vehicle emission standards under the Clean Air Act 

pursuant to this finding, standards that we hope will 

equal or exceed the California standards, and take the 

benefits of those standards nationwide. 

The next step is to move on to other mobile 

source categories, but also to power plants, and 

several other categories of important stationary 

sources. 

There is a case pending, a companion to 

Massachusetts versus EPA called New York versus EPA, 

which concerns power plants, and it was remanded back 

to EPA in the wake of the Supreme Court decision.  A 

decision on the need to control power plants is 

pending and overdue.  We hope that it will be 

forthcoming soon. 

Now, to sum up, we are very pleased that EPA 

is moving forward in accordance with law and science, 



 
 

 
 OLENDER REPORTING, INC. 
 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 720, Washington, D.C. 20005 
 Washington:  (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore:  (410) 752-3376 
 Toll Free:  (888) 445-3376 

222 
and that the little ice age in Washington has come to 

an end. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for those 

remarks. 

Our next speaker is Tyler Fox, from the 

Diocese of Virginia.  Is Tyler Fox here?    Yes.  All 

right. 

MR. FOX:  My name is Tyler Fox.  I am the 

assistant to the Suffragan Bishop, David Jones, and 

the diocese and staff liaison to the Episcopal Diocese 

of Virginia's Committee on Stewardship of Creation, 

and I am speaking today on behalf of the committee and 

of the Church. 

I would like to thank the EPA and the panel 

for this opportunity to come before you today to speak 

on the critical issue. 

I would also like to thank the EPA for their 

work to address climate change.  The agency has shown 

a commitment to science and to data-driven 
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conclusions, and we support the conclusion that carbon 

dioxide constitutes a pollutant, and therefore falls 

under the purview of the Clean Air Act. 

Today, President Obama will meet with the top 

Israeli official to discuss the direction forward in 

the Middle East peace process. 

Many faith-based organizations will be paying 

close attention to the results of this meeting and 

subsequent interactions between the U.S. and Israel, 

and rightfully so, as the stakes are nothing less than 

life or death for our brothers and sisters in the 

Middle East, and they carry the burden of immediacy. 

That very same immediacy applies to the 

current crisis of climate change, but it is too often 

cast from our view, just as we cannot see carbon 

dioxide or the faces of those who have been most 

affected. 

As we debate the way to the perfect solution 

to this crisis, we continue to spew greenhouse gases 

at unprecedented and increasing rates. 
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What we must bear in mind every day is that 

every moment that passes as we do nothing contributes 

in some way to the life or death scenarios of natural 

disaster, famine, and disease that will face our 

brothers and sisters in the future. 

Every additional pound of carbon dioxide, 

methane, and nitrous oxide that we produce brings us 

closer to the tipping point where we will no longer be 

able to clean up our mess and reverse the damage that 

we have done. 

It may be that we have already crossed that 

line, that our actions have already set in motion a 

cascade of events that will compromise the health and 

welfare of countless millions. 

The theology that must guide our actions in 

the Christian community is simple:  Jesus said, "You 

shall love the Lord your God, with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your mind.  This is 

the first and great commandment, and the second is 

like to it.  You shall love your neighbor as 
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yourself."  On these two commandments hang all the law 

and the prophets. 

As the Holy Spirit enlightens us about the 

interconnectedness of our globalized world, we 

similarly come to understand the closeness of our 

neighbors, that our pollution affects not only our 

physically adjacent neighbor's backyard, but our 

entire biosphere, and that of our neighbors around the 

globe. 

This is not a concern where we stake a claim 

without consent of our brothers and sisters around the 

world, nor is it a case of Americans projecting their 

view of the world onto others.  On the contrary, the 

call often comes loudest from those elsewhere. 

Our Anglican brother, the Most Reverend Thabo 

Makgoba, the Archbishop of Cape Town, South Africa, 

writes in a recent letter that "We have a choice:  to 

be part of the problem or to be part of the solution. 

"God's eternal invitation of generous love 

calls us to walk the way of promise, of redemption, of 
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fullness of life for humanity, and for all of 

creation.  My prayer is to broaden our understanding 

of what it means to be stewards of creation. 

"The Anglican commitment to strive and 

safeguard the integrity of creation and to sustain and 

renew the life of the earth is nothing new. 

"For almost a quarter of a century, this has 

been part of what the Anglican communion considers its 

five marks of mission, and was also an important theme 

at last summer's Lambeth Conference, a gathering of 

Anglican bishops from around the globe to converse on 

matters currently facing the Episcopal Church, and the 

Anglican communion-at-large." 

If we are to love and keep our neighbors, we 

must do all that we can to mitigate crises that we 

know will occur if average global temperatures 

continue to rise.  Climate change is a matter of 

justice. 

The choice between legislation and regulation 

is, unfortunately, no longer available.  The severity 
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of our predicament requires prompt and consequential 

action by the EPA.  We no longer have the luxury of 

waiting for a perfect solution. 

I applaud you for recognizing the importance 

of regulation global warming pollution to protect 

human health and the environment.  I urge you, 

therefore, as a member of the faith community, to act 

quickly to implement stronger rules designed to 

control global warming pollution, effectively 

protecting God's creation and God's people, and 

communities across the U.S. and around the world. 

Thank you very much for hearing me today. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for sharing 

those comments, Mr. Fox. 

At this point, I believe that all of the 

speakers who had signed in have been heard.  Is there 

anyone here that -- yes? 

MS. PATTERSON:  Cindy Patterson. 

MS. KRUGER:  Okay. 

MS. PATTERSON:  From Virginia Soil and Water 
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Conservation District. 

MS. KRUGER:  Okay.  Ms.  Patterson, please 

come up, and we would be very interested to hear your 

comments. 

MS. PATTERSON:  First of all, I would like to 

speak as a citizen, so I will get rid of my badge 

here. 

I am Cindy Patterson, from Prince William 

County, Virginia.  I volunteer for the Prince Williams 

Soil and Water Conservation District, the Master 

Gardener Program, and the Master Naturalist Program.  

I teach elementary school children about the 

importance of clean soil and water. 

When can I look the children in the eye with 

the knowledge that people who want to make money by 

extracting uranium and coal out of our soil will have 

a written contract that they will not pollute our soil 

and water before, during, or after the process? 

When can I look the children in the eye and 

say we are protecting their soil and water by using 
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soil and wind power and not coal and uranium? 

In the recent past, some 80 spills have been 

reported from a uranium mine in Wyoming.  Such 

occurrences have become routine.  There are two large 

three-ring binders full of spill reports from the 

Smith Ranch Highland operations. 

Considering that reclamation will take 

several times longer, require at least twice the 

staff, with higher wages, and require much greater 

investments and infrastructure than PRI has estimated, 

a realistic reclamation cost estimate for this site 

would likely be on the order of $150 million, as 

compared to PRI's current calculation of $38 million. 

 Clearly, the public is not protected. 

John Allen Mayan [ph] died July 5th, 1966, of 

leukemia, two months before his 17th birthday.  The 

captain of his high school basketball team, he used to 

swim with friends in the pond of water that collected 

at the uranium mill.  Within six blocks of the Mayan 

home, six other young people died of leukemia, the 
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oldest, a young mother in her 20s, the youngest, a 

child of 14; most were teenagers. 

According to the EPA TENORM Report, water is 

the most significant means of uranium dispersal in the 

environment from mines and mine waste.  Uranium is 

very soluble and acidic in alkaline waters and can be 

transported easily from a mine site. 

Virginia cannot allow mining or milling until 

five places with climate, geology, or population 

density similar to Virginia have been undertaken, and 

in such a manner as to safeguard the environment, 

natural, and historic resources, agricultural lands, 

and health and well-being of citizens of those 

communities. 

The EPA can conclude that pollution may be 

reasonably be anticipated to endanger public health 

and welfare.  You don't have to wait for the damage to 

be done.  The EPA can take action today to control 

emissions from coal plants and other stationary air 

pollution sources.  America must free itself from 
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dirty coal power. 

The EPA can create millions of new jobs, 

retrofitting our infrastructure, building renewable 

energy facilities, saving America the negative 

economic impacts of global warming, and getting the 

economy back on track as an added benefit. 

The EPA can swiftly finalize the endangerment 

finding, and your determination that new motor 

vehicles and their engines contribute to global 

warming pollution. 

Thank you for letting me look those children 

in the eye, so that I can tell them the EPA is freeing 

us from air, water, and soil pollution; that I can now 

tell them that the EPA is strengthening our economy 

with green jobs, preventing global warming, and 

stopping the future pollution from happening. 

Okay.  I am also an assistant director for 

the Prince William Soil and Water Conservation 

District, and I am here as a representative for the 

Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District, which 



 
 

 
 OLENDER REPORTING, INC. 
 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 720, Washington, D.C. 20005 
 Washington:  (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore:  (410) 752-3376 
 Toll Free:  (888) 445-3376 

232 
is comprised of 47 soil and water conservation 

districts that are political divisions of the 

Commonwealth of Virginia. 

Now, therefore, be it resolved, that the 

Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation 

Districts supports retaining the moratorium on uranium 

mining and milling in Virginia, until there is 

reviewable information demonstrating that uranium 

mining and milling have been undertaking in locations 

with population, density, geology, and climate 

comparable to Virginia's, and that uranium mining, 

milling, and waste disposal operations in those 

locations were undertaken in such a manner as to 

safeguard the environment, natural, and historic 

resources, agricultural lands, and the health and 

well-being of citizens of those communities. 

This was the Uranium Resolution that was 

adopted December 9th, 2008, by the Virginia 

Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts. 

Thank you. 
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MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for coming 

and sharing your views, Ms. Patterson. 

Robert Morris, from the Sierra Club? 

MR. MORRIS:  Things usually don't work out 

this well.  In 2004, I was the chair of the 

Appalachian Region Conservation Committee of Sierra 

Club, and we mobilized a team of volunteers with 

expertise in various aspects of the energy emissions 

climate equation. 

We sought to devise -- and over the next few 

months, did devise a policy model that seriously 

addressed what was needed to reduce emissions and 

mitigate climate change consequences, using the 

technology that was available at that time, five years 

ago.  The technology was there. 

Here's the major points of that five-year-old 

policy, developed by regular American people 

volunteers for the benefit of regular people. 

One was invest in clean energy technology and 

jobs for the future.  Getting 20 percent use of clean 
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wind, solar, and geothermal resources.  Build great 

American, low-emission, high-efficiency cars that 

average 40 miles per gallon.  Add 3.3 million family 

supporting jobs by moving to a clean energy economy. 

Reward reduced energy use in appliances, 

homes, and factories.  And this is important, promote 

code changes, because these are mostly locally done, 

to increase use of energy efficient buildings and 

design. 

Promote rail and smart growth around transit 

stations.  Protect parks and communities from 

destructive extractive processes like mountaintop 

removal.  Maintain moratorium on new nuclear power 

plants until safe disposal of waste is developed. 

Improve efficiency and reliability of 

existing electrical distribution network.  Require -- 

and this one, I haven't heard come from many other 

sources -- require consumer information on where 

poison and greenhouse gases come from, and the harm 

that they do. 
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And this includes providing 

manufacture-funded recycling and emissions labeling 

for all major products -- like we do food labeling and 

things like that. 

Reduce citizen, government, and business 

energy use with proven conservation programs. 

These are not earth-shaking sorts of things, 

but they are things that were available to be done 

five years ago.  And it has been a hard fight over the 

last five years to get to the point where we are at 

this hearing today. 

That fight is the subject of my novel, The 

Owl and the Oak, the climate change novel.  I have got 

to get a plug in there. 

Ordinary American people were not the main 

obstacles to getting us to this point, to getting 

broad cultural and political acceptance of the facts 

about climate change and the need to adjust our 

economic and cultural principles to address them. 

It is the leaders of organizations, all sorts 
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of organizations, who most fear change in the systems 

that they have mastered to achieve success. 

The carbon-based industries have fed that 

fear with purposeful and deceitful manipulation of 

public perception and political office holders.  They 

are seeking to maximize their financial well-being at 

the expense of the planet. 

And that is continuing today, and every year, 

we have added 6 billion more tons of carbon to the 

atmosphere, more than 6 billion, actually. 

This brings us ever closer to -- this makes 

climate change ever more immediate, more dire, and 

more difficult to reverse. 

So my message to you today is simple:  Get 

your directions from the ordinary American people.  

They are ready for change, even for sacrifice, if you 

will stand strong. 

Give us the facts, and give us all a role to 

play in moving our culture away from wasteful 

consumption, and towards thoughtful conservation and 
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climate protection. 

Thank you very much. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Mr. Morris. 

Yes? 

MR. SMITH:  Hi, ladies and gentlemen.  My 

name is Jeremy Michael Smith.  I am here with the 

Natures Partners in Optimism, and I am just up here to 

encourage the development of capacitor generator 

technology, a battery technology, basically. 

Thank you very much. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you. 

I think we have time for one more speaker 

before the break.  Are you -- yes?     

MS. STRICKLER:  I am not on the list. 

MS. KRUGER:  That is okay. 

If you would like to speak and you are not on 

the list, if you let the folks out front know, then, 

they will put you on the list, but you are welcome to 

speak. 

MS. STRICKLER:  Okay.  Thanks. 
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My name is Kathy Strickler, from 

Harrisonburg, Virginia.  I started an organization 

locally that is called Climate Action Alliance of the 

Valley, and we are working on supporting legislation 

that meets the science of the issue. 

The reason I did this was because not only 

did I do a lot of reading on the science of the issue, 

but then my husband and I started volunteering for 

hurricane relief, and before Katrina, we went down to 

Grenada. 

And in 2004, at latitude 9, they had a vast 

hurricane hit them.  And it is usually considered a 

safe place for sailboats to go, to avoid the 

hurricanes, and 90 percent of their structures were 

affected, and we stayed for seven weeks and worked 

with a private contractor there and saw -- my 

background is mental health, and so I talked to a lot 

of people, listened to their stories, and the effects, 

of course, are vast. 

And then we came back and Katrina hit, and we 
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went down to Biloxi and we stayed there for five weeks 

and worked with a volunteer organization called Hands 

On and did construction and pulled stumps out of the 

ground and did everything, combed the beaches, worked 

in child care centers, did basic demolding. 

And then we went again the next winter for 

three weeks, and that is where, to me, the story got 

interesting, because I went back, knowing what we were 

going into, and I immediately got depressed myself, 

even though I thought I was going to go back to 

support people. 

So one day, I took off.  We worked pretty 

hard, and I took our car and I drove down the beach 

along the Gulf Coast, and I stopped periodically, just 

talking to people on the beach that were hanging out 

on a Sunday afternoon. 

Everybody had a story that was painful 

mentally, health, you know, just real issues, 

alcoholism, heart attacks, depression.  I know that 

the Harvard Public Health School did a study saying 
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that all of those mental health indicators skyrocketed 

after Katrina. 

It is almost unbelievable.  And I am telling 

you this because I want you to be galvanized as to the 

personal pain and effects that climate change will 

cause and is already causing, if you believe that the 

severity of hurricanes are dependent on the ocean 

water temperature. 

You just heard a speaker saying that the 

ocean temperature is increasing 50 percent faster than 

anticipated. 

I guess that is it.  I thought it was 

something else.  But it is a pleasure to be here in 

Potomac Yards.  I went to church on Capitol Hill, 

lived in Arlington, and we used to come here sometimes 

after church to watch the railroad cars for my big 

brother.  So it has changed a little bit. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you so much for offering 

those comments. 



 
 

 
 OLENDER REPORTING, INC. 
 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 720, Washington, D.C. 20005 
 Washington:  (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore:  (410) 752-3376 
 Toll Free:  (888) 445-3376 

241 
Okay.  What we are going to do now is take a 

-- sir?  You want to make some remarks?  Please. 

MR. BURTT:  My name is Michael Burtt, and I 

am just a concerned citizen.  And I really want to 

thank you for listening.  I didn't intend to speak 

today, but there was a comment made by someone who 

previously spoke, and she said that the infrastructure 

of our major cities on the Coast cannot easily be 

moved. 

And I just am putting two and two together, 

as I am sitting and listening, and if you think of 

everything that comes by ship around the world, and if 

it is true that the ice on Antarctica going into the 

sea and the ice on Greenland going into the sea is 

going to raise the sea level whatever it is going to 

raise it, consider that every port in the world can no 

longer accept or function, so all shipping is going to 

come to a halt. 

I mean, if that is true, I mean, we got to 

pay attention.  You know, and if we just look at what 
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she said -- I forget who it was, but if you look at 

airports, you can't move an airport.  You can't move a 

shipping port. 

All this infrastructure in these major 

cities, like D.C. and New York and Boston and Miami, 

around the world, you can't move this big 

infrastructure.  To me, that is pretty important. 

Thank you very much for listening. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Mr. Burtt. 

Okay.  What we are going to do now is take a 

break until 3:15.  I would like to thank all of the 

people who spoke this afternoon, shared their views.  

It has been very enlightening for us.  And we will 

reconvene at 3:15 and continue with additional 

commenters. 

Thanks. 

[Break.] 

MS. KRUGER:  Okay, everybody, I think we are 

going to go ahead and get started with the next set of 

speakers.  So if people want to take their seats. 
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I am going to read quickly down the list of 

people that I have that have signed in to speak, and 

so if you want to locate yourself sort of close to the 

front, that would be fine. 

Allen Muchnick [ph], Kari Fulton, Paul 

Damerell; Russell Donnelly; and Robert Clemenzi. 

And if we could start with Allen Muchnick.  

Allen Muchnick here? 

[No response.] 

MS. KRUGER:  No?  Okay.  Well, let's see who 

is here.  Russell Donnelly? 

[No response.] 

MS. KRUGER:  Is anyone whose name I called, 

is anyone here?  Kari Fulton or Paul Damerell? 

We got Kari Fulton?  Good.  Thank you.  Hi, 

welcome. 

MS. FULTON:  Hello.  First, I want to say 

thank you for allowing this opportunity to speak on 

these issues. 

And two, I would like to really address who I 
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am.  I am Kari Fulton.  I am the national campus 

campaign coordinator for the Environmental Justice and 

Climate Change Initiative. 

I am also a concerned citizen of Washington, 

D.C., and I am very interested in issues that are 

brought about with this finding, because for a decade, 

the environmental justice community has been calling 

out and saying that we have these health concerns, so 

there is a major step and a major victory to have the 

EPA also stand with this community. 

And as we stand on these issues, I hope that 

the Environmental Protection Agency takes another 

strong leap with us and takes bold steps to reduce our 

greenhouse gas emissions and to protect vulnerable 

communities, communities that I represent and 

communities that are right here in our own 

neighborhoods whether it is Benning Road in Anacostia, 

where people are ingesting these different toxins that 

are coming off of cars, that are coming off of coal 

pollutants from power plants, that are coming from 
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just dangers within our community, to places in Region 

6, where you have constant talks about cancer clusters 

and different issues of that matter. 

So in considering that, I wanted to think 

about ten principles for just climate policy, and how 

we can look at these policies to make sure that we are 

protecting our vulnerable communities, communities of 

color, indigenous communities, as we build a cleaner 

and stronger green economy for the United States. 

The first thing is, stop cooking the planet. 

 The second is to protect and empower vulnerable 

individuals and communities, to ensure just transition 

for workers, to require community participation, and 

remember that global problems need global solution. 

We also need to remember that the U.S. must 

lead.  The air problems that we have in the United 

States are just not in the United States; we are 

causing these problems across the globe. 

We are one of the largest emitters of 

greenhouse gases in the world.  And so what that means 
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is that all these things that are happening in our own 

country are happening even worse in places that can't 

afford to make the adjustments that we might be able 

to do. 

And we are also a lead voice in the world, 

and so when we take that step, we know that we can be 

confident, knowing that other countries will look at 

us as a leader and take that step as well. 

Finally -- well, not finally, I've got a few 

more -- stop exploration for fossil fuels.  With this 

evidence, we see that there are a lot of greenhouse 

gas emissions that are coming specifically from fossil 

fuels. 

And so going about trying to get more and 

more fossil fuels out of the environment is a bad 

idea, because we are creating more and more issues. 

Instead, we should really start boosting our 

investment in renewable energy sources, the ones that 

can really bring about change and create green jobs 

for our communities. 
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Finally, we must have caution in the face of 

uncertainty, and protect future generations, the 

generations that are my generation and the generations 

after us. 

I represent Generation Y Not, and I hope that 

with this, we can make sure that we do more.  I would 

also encourage the EPA to have more hearings, 

especially in Region 6, where they have some of the 

highest air pollutant issues going on, and make sure 

that the community is involved and aware of this. 

And I hope that with this, you can offer more 

support to the work of environmental justice and the 

communities that we serve. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you for sharing your point 

of view, Ms.  Fulton, and also for those principles. 

MS. FULTON:  Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  We appreciate it. 

Let's see, is Paul Damerell here? 

[No response.] 
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MS. KRUGER:  Or Russell Donnelly? 

[No response.] 

MS. KRUGER:  Or Allen Muchnick? 

[No response.] 

MS. KRUGER:  No?    Is there anybody who is 

interested in speaking at this moment?    We have 

people signed up but not here yet, it seems. 

Okay.  Ben is happy to start reading from the 

preamble of the proposal at this time. 

[Laughter.] 

MS. KRUGER:  Just kidding.  It is the 

afternoon, we need to stay awake. 

Okay.  Well, if there isn't anybody who wants 

to speak right now, then we will sort of sit tight, 

and we can all look at our BlackBerrys for a little 

bit, and I will have our organizers tell us when 

someone who wants to speak arrives. 

Last chance -- going, going, gone. 

[No response.] 

MS. KRUGER:  Okay.  We are going to -- talk 
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amongst yourselves. 

[Break.] 

MS. KRUGER:  Okay.  We are going to get 

started -- again, at long last. 

Thank you for bearing with us.  And let's 

see, our next speaker is Paul Damerell, of MPR 

Associates. 

MR. DAMERELL:  Okay.  Thank you. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide 

comments at this public meeting.  I will submit my 

detailed comments in writing, and this brief 

presentation is a summary. 

First, a brief introduction.  I am an 

engineer who has worked on projects related to energy 

for nearly 32 years.  Specifically, I have worked on 

projects that utilize fossil fuels, such as coal and 

natural gas, nuclear fuels, wind, solar, geothermal, 

and biomass. 

Accordingly, I am not here carrying the torch 

for any particular side of this discussion. 
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Further, in my work, I have prepared numerous 

technical reports and papers.  I have reviewed 

reports, papers, and journal articles prepared by 

others.  I have prepared submittals for approval by 

regulatory agencies.  And I have reviewed submittals 

prepared by others, for similar purposes. 

I dealt directly with commercial entities, 

consultants, and government agencies, specifically in 

the areas of technically justifying conclusions and 

courses of action. 

In short, I know how to prepare a good 

technical justification, and I know one when I see it. 

 It is critical for my work, and my role. 

Earlier this year, President Obama promised 

to return science to its rightful place in government 

and policy.  In a published memorandum to heads of 

executive departments and agencies on March 9th, this 

comment was reiterated. 

I quote from that memo:  "Science and the 

scientific process must inform and guide decisions of 
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my administration on a wide range of issues, including 

the threat of climate change.  And again, the public 

must be able to trust science and the scientific 

process informing public policy decisions." 

The EPA's proposed endangerment and cause or 

contribute findings, and the technical support 

document failed to meet the standard in the March 9th 

Executive Memo, specifically in the area of showing 

the threat of warming to the U.S. public health and 

welfare. 

This is the principal and most important 

comment.  Let me state it another way.  The written 

documents -- and we have seen them -- the finding and 

the technical justification report -- are deficient in 

presenting a technical scientific justification. 

I will briefly elaborate on this comment, and 

as I mentioned, the details will be submitted in 

writing. 

The proposed findings and technical basis 

report mention about 30 separate areas or mechanisms 
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by which the U.S. public health and welfare might 

potentially be affected by warming. 

In about one-third of these areas, there is 

in fact no clear adverse effect.  For example, in the 

section on the direct temperature effects, the 

conclusion is that it is not clear whether reduced 

mortality from coal will be greater or less than 

increased heat-related mortality in the U.S. due to 

climate change. 

In the section on aeroallergens, the 

technical support document notes mechanisms that both 

tend to increase and decrease aeroallergens and 

concludes as following: 

The scientific literature does not provide 

definitive data or conclusions on how climate change 

might impact aeroallergens, and subsequently, the 

prevalence of allergic illnesses in the U.S. 

It is clear that these particular conclusions 

are not technically justified bases for the proposed 

findings.  Yet they are lumped in with the other 
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information to add to the weight of the findings. 

Indeed, in the written findings, the 

Administrator, incredulously, in my view, indicates 

that despite the fact that the impact of temperature 

effects is unclear, the endangerment finding is 

reasonable.  From a technical and scientific 

perspective, these arguments don't cut it. 

In the other two thirds of areas, where there 

appear to be a conclusion of endangerment, there is, 

unfortunately, a lack of meaningful quantification so 

that the weight of the conclusion can be judged. 

Will one person be affected?  Will one 

million people be affected?  And what will the total 

of these effects be? 

For example, the technical support document 

devotes a section to irrigation requirements.  The 

conclusion is that in some areas of the country, 

irrigation requirements will increase as a result of 

climate change. 

However, there is no discussion of how this 
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change will affect U.S. public health and welfare.  

For example, is the additional needed irrigation 

feasible?    If not, will increased food production in 

other areas, which the report mentions, offset the 

losses? 

These questions are all left to the 

speculation of the readers, while the conclusion 

itself is bundled in with the material to support a 

finding of endangerment.  Without some measure to 

gauge the weight of the conclusions, it does not 

justify the findings, particularly ones of such 

importance. 

Simply put, the documented technical and 

scientific justification is lacking, particularly in 

light of the Executive Memo that science and the 

scientific process must inform and guide decisions, 

this is an egregious shortcoming. 

I am not here to argue whether there is a 

case here or not.  What I can say with certainty is 

that a technically defensible case has not been 
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submitted.  If I were to use reports like these in an 

attempt to justify conclusions and actions with 

governmental agencies, I would surely fail. 

To remedy this problem, the proposed findings 

should be withdrawn.  The findings and its technical 

support document need to be rewritten to present a 

clear case that it is scientifically and technically 

defensible.  If that cannot be done, then the findings 

cannot prevail, at least in an arena where good 

science and technical justification must guide the 

decision-making process. 

On a lighter side, I will close with one 

additional thought that I think it would be worthwhile 

for the EPA to address. 

The proposed finding and the technical 

support document do not discuss how each individual, 

through respiration and digestion, directly release 

greenhouse gases, carbon dioxide and methane, to the 

atmosphere.  Although the rate of release from one 

individual is small, over the course of time, the 
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amount is considerable. 

For example, if you think of having two 

children in your family, over the course of their 

lifetimes, these two individuals will directly release 

greenhouse gases roughly comparable to what one 

gasoline engine passenger automobile releases in its 

decade-plus lifetime. 

Although the current proposed finding seeks 

to define the release from automobiles as a pollutant, 

it broadly addresses greenhouse gases, and no doubt 

will be considered in a range of contexts. 

So I say, perhaps somewhat facetiously, will 

I soon I need a permit from the EPA to have children? 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you for your comments. 

Our next speakers are Pierce Brosnan and 

Keely Brosnan, representing the Sierra Club. 

You can do it together or in stages. 

MR. BROSNAN:  Good afternoon, ladies and 

gentlemen.  It is very exciting to be in Washington, 
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D.C., at this historic moment in our planet's future. 

 I am here to talk about global warming emissions and 

how we can bring about a new age powered by clean 

energy. 

Following the recent Supreme Court decision, 

the Environmental Protection Agency has ruled that 

greenhouse gas emissions endanger the public health 

and welfare of the American people. 

This week, my respected friend and 

environmental champion, Congressman Ed Markey, will be 

working hard to get the Waxman-Markey Comprehensive 

Clean Energy and Climate Bill approved by the 

Congress. 

As he says, "Our planet has a fever, and 

there are no hospitals for sick planets.  The planet's 

topography is changing.  Animal species are going 

extinct.  Glaciers are melting.  Cities are going 

under water.  And as a result of climate change, there 

are more diseases like asthma due to pollution and 

mosquito-related illnesses, such as malaria, due to 
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warming temperatures. 

This is why Congressman Markey's and Waxman's 

bill is so important.  It will ensure that America 

takes the lead in creating the green energy economy of 

the 21st century by investing in solar, wind, biomass, 

and other renewable energy sources. 

The Waxman-Markey bill will increase the 

amount of clean energy we produce, creating millions 

of new green jobs, while eliminating carbon pollution. 

 It will harness our country's innovation to make our 

cars, appliances, and buildings more energy efficient, 

and update our electricity system for a new century of 

clean energy development. 

The bill will break our dependence on 

imported oil from the Middle East, by assuring that 

the vehicles we drive are more efficient, and that we 

move towards electric cars that do not need gasoline. 

And it will do all that, while cutting 

dangerous carbon pollution by more than 80 percent by 

the middle of this century, which is what scientists 
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say is needed to avoid the worst effects of global 

warming. 

The bill will set a cap on the greenhouse gas 

pollution that is causing global warming and require 

utilities and industry to move to cleaner power 

generation sources. 

Congress needs to pass the Waxman-Markey bill 

this year, so that America can assume its world 

leadership role as an energy and environmental 

innovator.  This bill moves us into the 21st century 

on environmental issues. 

My wife Keely and I have worked on 

environmental issues for decades, to ensure that our 

earth and its inhabitants can flourish.  But the 

planet and our national security is in peril, as a 

result of global warming and climate change. 

The historic Waxman-Markey bill includes 

important provisions to accelerate progress and to 

reverse the damage occurring from global warming, and 

to ensure our country's energy independence. 
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Climate change is not simply an environmental 

issue.  It is an economic, global, health, national 

security, and moral issue.  Congressman Markey's and 

Waxman's bill will help protect our planet for my 

children, for your children, and generations of 

children to come.  And it is urgent that we support it 

and pass it now. 

I urge you to do everything you possibly can 

to help achieve this goal.  And thank you for all you 

do and what you are about to do. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much.  Keely 

Brosnan? 

MS. BROSNAN:  Good afternoon.  Thank you for 

your time.  Ladies and gentlemen, just over a hundred 

days ago, President Obama pledged that his election 

marked a new era of responsibility, when America would 

once and for all roll back the specter of the warming 

of the planet.  And today, that work has begun. 

And not a moment too soon either, because for 

decades, the evidence has been building that global 
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warming is real and endangers us all.  From the 

melting of the polar caps to the bleaching of the 

coral reefs in the Caribbean and the Pacific to the 

sweltering heat waves that oppress our cities, warning 

signs are everywhere. 

But I don't have to travel the world to 

witness these changes, because not far from our home, 

a series of wildfires has swept through the dry hills 

of Southern California, filling the skies with choking 

smoke and ash.  And the erosion issue of the beach 

where I live is so severe that my neighbors and I have 

been told that we may need to build a seawall in order 

to protect our home and our property. 

The problems we are experiencing are just 

beginning.  If we do not act, the seas will continue 

to rise, around the coastal communities like New 

Orleans, New York City, and Washington, D.C.  And as 

the seas absorb carbon dioxide, they will become more 

acidic, and therefore less hospitable to life. 

Inland, rains will become unpredictable, 
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intensifying storms and floods and droughts that have 

plagued our country from the Southeast to the Great 

Plains and the Rocky Mountains West.  And the forest 

fires, well, they will continue to scorch millions of 

acres of timber.  The world our parents knew, the 

world our children deserve to know, will be lost 

forever. 

The health of our planet depends on 

maintaining a complex balance of interrelated systems. 

 Unrestrained burning of fossil fuels threatens to 

destroy the climate's equilibrium, which will cause 

dramatic changes in the climate and patterns.  Do not 

mistake the scale of these changes.  If we do nothing, 

the earth could be six degrees warmer by the end of 

just this century. 

The Supreme Court has made it clear that the 

Clean Air Act gives the EPA the power to act, and the 

science supporting action is now beyond dispute.  The 

world is heating up, and we are the cause. 

We do have a moral and ethical obligation to 
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create a clean energy future, where millions of 

Americans can go back to work, building the factories, 

the facilities, and the transmission lines we will 

need to bring this clean, green energy to America and 

the world, because the one crime for which our 

children and our grandchildren will not forgive us is 

the destruction of unique life and the impoverishment 

of our environment. 

I thank you for your time today. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for those 

comments. 

Let's see, now, in terms of additional people 

that are signed up to speak, is Allen Muchnick here at 

this time? 

[No response.] 

MS. KRUGER:  Let me just check who else.  Or 

Russell Donnelly? 

[No response.] 

MS. KRUGER:  Or Robert Clemenzi? 

[No response.] 
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MS. KRUGER:  No?  Is there anybody here who 

is interested in speaking? 

Yes, sir, sure.  It is a public comment.  

Please state your name and your affiliation or if you 

are speaking on your own behalf. 

REV. ELLEN:  I am the Rev. Dr. Terrence 

Holiday Ellen, a Unitarian Universalist minister, 

serving as executive director of the Unitarian 

Universalists for Social Justice, which is a coalition 

of UU congregations in this region. 

I am very appreciate of all that the EPA has 

done to address climate change, and I further implore 

you to do absolutely everything else you now can, to 

use your powers under the Clean Air Act to address 

this issue with the urgency and determination that it 

merits, for I have been persuaded by the Roman 

Catholic Passionist Father Thomas Berry that 

addressing this issue is the prime work of our time, 

since the earth is a primary, and we humans are 

secondary, since we cannot have healthy humans on a 



 
 

 
 OLENDER REPORTING, INC. 
 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 720, Washington, D.C. 20005 
 Washington:  (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore:  (410) 752-3376 
 Toll Free:  (888) 445-3376 

265 
sick planet, and since we presently risk drastically 

changing the climatic conditions under which life on 

this planet as we know it has thrived. 

There is no more compelling moral issue 

before us at this time in history.  Every other issue 

of the common good of justice and peace amongst us 

depends on how we meet this issue. 

And as Bill McKibben reminds us, there is 

with this one issue an urgent time factor, since, as 

he puts it, you cannot bargain with the laws of 

physics.  Decisive, rapid action is called for. 

I have given up hoping ever again to 

duplicate with my children the glorious moonlit 

evenings I spent as a kid ice skating on Lake Roland 

just north of Baltimore, since it no longer comes 

close to freezing over. 

I have tried to comfort my daughters, as they 

cried after watching a TV special on what is happening 

to the earth's climate, and I know that my 

responsibility, as their father, of protecting them 
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involves more than I can possibly do by just getting 

my own house in the best ecological order that I can. 

I have to be here too.  And this agency has 

to hear their very real concerns and their great 

sorrow and their justified fears for the future, 

shared by so many others in their generation.  I come 

today as a father as well as a minister. 

And then a year ago this June, our family 

stood in our living room -- it's just north of 

Baltimore -- it is the most violent thunderstorm I 

have ever experienced, sleeted the windows with rain 

and drowned out all other sound with intense hail, or 

at least that was what we thought was causing the 

whole sound. 

We did not even know that a rare Maryland 

tornado was narrowly missing our house, taking down 

hundreds of trees in its path, including the 

200-year-old 20-foot-around majestic white oak that 

had formerly stood outside our door, missing the house 

by ten feet.  Intensification of weather fronts took 
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on new meaning for us then. 

But of course, this loss is nothing, compared 

to what others have already experienced and will even 

more so experience in the future, if we do not act 

now.  The increased intense heat waves have been 

recorded for all to see, of course, especially those 

in inner cities and without air conditioning. 

Asthma rates are soaring, again, primarily 

amongst the most economically vulnerable.  As Van 

Jones and many others have pointed out, the harmful 

effects of greenhouse gas emissions fall with 

particular harshness on the poor. 

And it was precisely to the welfare of these 

people that the Hebrew prophets, and thus, hence, also 

Jesus and Mohammed, looked as an indication of the 

moral stature of a society and other people, and thus 

their right to call themselves truly religious. 

And further today, we now have future 

generations to think about as well as all the other 

species.  We will all feel the health and economic and 
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quality of life effects of greenhouse gas emissions if 

those are not brought under control. 

But the poor will feel them the most 

strongly, as droughts increase in shift, as sea levels 

rise, as violent weather fronts come through, as 

tropical diseases move north, as floods become more 

intense. 

I do not even want to imagine what will 

happen when populations try to migrate across borders 

into new areas because of these climatic changes. 

Time stops me, but it must spur you at the 

EPA.  We humans have the power, but we do not have the 

right to harm this earth, this miraculous living gift 

of our common Creator. 

Thank you for your concerns and your time. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for those 

remarks.  Now, I would like to invite Teresa Burriss 

to speak. 

MS. BURRISS:  I have a picture to start off 

with.  My name is Theresa Burriss, and I am a proud 
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native and resident of Appalachia.  I am also the 

mother of two sons, Paul and Campbell, ages 12 and 7. 

I stand before you today as an Appalachian 

mother and activist, and as an English professor, and 

a little nervous. 

Perhaps then it will come as no surprise that 

I would like to begin my remarks with a quote from an 

important piece of literature, one that my children 

and I read often:  The Lorax, by Dr. Seuss. 

Toward the end of the story, the old miserly 

character Once-ler experiences a revelation sparked by 

the mere presence of a young boy asking simple 

questions. 

For the longest time, dumbfounded by the 

Lorax's one-word parting message, the Once-ler finally 

understands the word "unless," as he speaks to the 

boy. 

"But now," says the Once-ler, "now that you 

are here, the word of the Lorax seems perfectly clear. 

 Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, 
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nothing is going to get better.  It's not." 

I am here today because I care a whole awful 

lot, and I am assuming you do as well.  The very title 

of your agency begs your protection of our 

environment.  When I first heard about the EPA's 

proposed endangerment finding, I celebrated this as 

yet another much needed positive step toward 

addressing global warming. 

With President Obama now at the helm of our 

great nation, the environment stands a real chance of 

being protected.  Indeed, finally, the United States 

has an opportunity to serve as the international 

climate leader it should be. 

So it is even more urgent that the EPA 

finalize its endangerment finding, and thus support 

clean energy technology and jobs. 

In fact, the region of my birth, my ancestral 

land, desperately cries out for your immediate 

intervention.  Appalachia has become a sacrificial 

area for the world's seemingly insatiable energy 
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consumption.  Whether the sacrifice comes in the form 

of mountaintop removal coal mining or coal-fired power 

plants, Appalachians, along with the mountain flora 

and fauna directly suffer from unclean air, polluted 

water, and compromised soil. 

Because the land, which is so vital to 

Appalachians, is becoming uninhabitable, a distinct 

rich heritage, one that too often is denigrated in 

national media, has become yet another casualty in the 

pollution war, as thousands of Appalachians are forced 

to migrate outside the area. 

The EPA, however, has the authority to remedy 

much of this through the endangerment finding, and I 

beg you to do so, for you stand today at the 

intersection of the street of the lifted Lorax, and 

that simple word "unless." 

I urge you to spare my young sons, Paul and 

Campbell, so similar to the young boy in the Lorax, 

from ever having to meet the old Once-ler, or to 

witness his absolute greed-driven destruction. 
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This is where fiction and reality meet, 

because my son's future is in your hands. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for those 

comments. 

Now, at this time, I don't have anybody else 

on the signed-in speakers' list, and I can give you 

kind of a roadmap for where things go from here.  This 

session can go until 5:00 this afternoon, and then we 

take a break for dinner, and then there is another 

session that starts at 6:00 for people who are coming 

after work. 

If there is anybody here in the room that 

didn't sign up to speak but that would like to offer 

comments or thoughts on the proposal, I would invite 

you to do so now. 

If not, when people have said their piece, 

then we will break and reconvene at 6:00. 

I see that there is someone in the back of 

the room.  Come on up.  Just state your name and who 
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you are representing, yourself or an organization.  

Thank you. 

MR. FEENEY:  My name is Andy Feeney, and I am 

representing myself.  I have worked as an 

environmentalist in various capacities over the year, 

but I am not speaking for anybody else. 

One of the things that I was struck by 

listening to the proceedings so far is how many people 

of faith have spoken out on this issue this afternoon, 

and it brings to mind something that I guess is from 

medieval theology, which is the idea that God is in 

the details, and the devil is in the details, both. 

I urge EPA in considering this endangerment 

finding to pay attention to details.  One of the 

things that I am a little concerned about, that maybe 

is obvious to everyone, in looking at something like 

the mobile emissions from cars and trucks, it seems to 

me that EPA should at least consider the potential 

effects of having electric cars that are not dependent 

on electricity produced from renewable sources or 
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nuclear energy, if you consider that a renewable 

source. 

A lot of people have talked about coal mining 

and coal-fired power plants as sources of greenhouse 

gases, and the only thing that I am concerned about or 

the main issue I want to make is I think EPA ought to 

look at the potential of electric cars powered by 

electricity from coal-fired plants when you make your 

determination, and so in a way you would have to look 

at the potential for stationary sources, burning coal, 

or natural gas or oil to contribute to that 

electricity that goes into powering the electric cars. 

 I think that is an issue that you should at least 

mention. 

Another issue, and I don't know if this is 

something that falls within the purview of what EPA is 

going to look at, or can look at, to the extent that 

you look at the greenhouse effect of the climate 

change effects of fuels, and not just the burning of 

those fuels, I think you ought to look at the 
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potential for methane clathrate development, which 

some people in the energy industry are looking at. 

Methane clathrates, as I understand them, are 

a huge potential source of methane emissions.  They 

are frozen, they are at the bottom of the oceans, and 

most people hope they remain that way.  I believe that 

there are major American corporations that are looking 

at the possibility of developing methane clathrates as 

an alternative to oil and gas. 

Again, I don't know if this is something that 

you can address in this endangerment finding, but that 

is something that people ought to be aware of.  It is 

my sense, not being an expert on this, is that the 

development of methane clathrates as an alternative to 

petroleum or coal would be jumping from the frying pan 

into the fire. 

I guess that's about it.  Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Mr. Feeney. 

Does anyone else want to speak?  You can and 

then in the back. 
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MS. HITT:  Mary Anne Hitt.  I am with the 

Sierra Club.  I am signed up for this evening, but 

I’ll just go ahead and give my testimony now. 

My name is Mary Anne Hitt.  I am the deputy 

director of the Beyond Coal Campaign at the Sierra 

Club where we are trying to move this country beyond 

coal and our over-reliance on a form of energy that is 

the single largest source of global warming pollution. 

I applaud the EPA for returning to science to 

guide your decisions.  Clearly, the endangerment 

finding has assembled the best thinking of the 

scientific community, and the verdict is loud and 

clear.  Global warming pollution is a very serious 

threat to public health and welfare from water 

shortages to increased droughts, to the severe fires 

we heard about, threats to global fisheries, increased 

heat waves that could result in deaths that we are not 

used to seeing in heat waves. 

It is quite a chilling set of threats that we 

face should we allow global warming pollution to go 
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unchecked.  It also represents a welcome return to the 

rule of law.  In 2007, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 

that the EPA does, in fact, have the authority, as you 

know, to regulate global warning pollution under the 

Clear Air Act, that, in fact, we don't have to wait 

for action in Congress. 

While we would all like to see a strong bill 

come out of the U.S. House of Representatives and the 

Senate, and eventually be signed by President Obama, 

the EPA does have the authority to begin regulating 

global warming pollution under the existing Clean Air 

Act. 

The Supreme Court said that the authority was 

there and unfortunately, the Bush Administration chose 

not to act on that authority, but the announcement of 

this endangerment finding marks a historic turning 

point, so for following the direction of the Supreme 

Court and for moving forward on issuing this historic 

finding, we also applaud you. 

Finally, this announcement comes as a great 
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relief and is much welcomed by the American people, 

and by people around the world who are looking to this 

country to demonstrate leadership in solving this 

problem that threatens us all. 

The next steps, moving forward with all 

deliberate speed, are the ones that we will all be 

looking to you for your continued leadership on 

setting global warming limits from our biggest 

sources, cars and coal plants, and helping us build a 

clean energy future and create green jobs, create a 

new energy economy, and then will help us move through 

this economic crisis and move through this ecological 

crisis and put us on a new path to prosperity. 

So, in closing, again I applaud you for what 

you have done.  I, too, come from Appalachia where the 

impacts of our over-reliance on coal are very visible, 

and they are having a very direct impact on people 

every day from coal dust and rock dust that fall down 

on people's homes when mountains above their heads are 

blown up to brown and black water that is coming out 
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of their taps due to cold waves being pumped into old 

mines and underground aquifers to flooding and death 

and the great disruption of communities across West 

Virginia and Tennessee and Virginia and Kentucky. 

The impacts of global warming pollution are 

not as visible.  As you move coal from where it's 

mined to where it's burned, the impacts of global 

warming pollution are not as visceral. 

You don't look out your window and see a 

blown-up mountain.  You don't turn on your water and 

get brown, turn on your faucet and get brown water 

coming out of the tap, but they are no less real, they 

will be no less severe as you have outlined in your 

endangerment finding, and we can't wait until we start 

seeing those symptoms to act, because then it will be 

too late. 

We have to act now, and I applaud you for 

taking this very important first step, and the Sierra 

Club looks forward to partnering with you and working 

with you in the future to make sure that we finally 
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solve this pressing crisis. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you for your comments. 

Did you want to speak, sir? 

MR. CLEMENZI:  My name is Robert Clemenzi.  I 

was the one on your list.  I was going to do it at 

6:00. 

I am representing myself.  I have been 

researching global warming for a number of years.  I 

would like to make a couple points. 

Many people compare current CO2 data with ice 

core data, however, it is never indicated that the ice 

core data has been smoothed with a 1,000 to 5,000 year 

moving average.  It's the way the ice traps the air, 

it just smooths it. 

In the second sentence of the summary for 

this hearing, you say concentrations of greenhouse 

gases are at unprecedented levels compared to the 

recent and distant past, but it does not mention that 

this is comparing raw data to filtered data, and that, 

in fact, the raw data that was captured in the ice 
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core may have been two or three times higher than 

today's numbers. 

The next point I would like to make is that 

there are a lot of journal articles on global warming, 

greenhouse gases, and whatnot.  Many of them cost $40 

or $70 apiece to read.  I would ask that you make 

those available free to the public, so that we can 

actually read what other scientists have said. 

The third point.  IPCC description of the 

greenhouse effect is not complete.  You always hear 

that greenhouse gas has warmed the surface by 33 

degrees centigrade, but most forces forget to mention 

they also cool the atmosphere by over 100 degrees 

centigrade. 

In the absence of greenhouse gases in the 

atmosphere, the atmosphere would reach the maximum 

temperature that we found on the moon, which is about 

121 degrees Celsius, well over the boiling point of 

water. 

It is greenhouse gases primarily water vapor 
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that keeps the atmosphere cool enough for life on this 

planet, not the other way around.  As a result, from 

the analysis that I have done, it is clear that adding 

CO2 to the atmosphere will cool the atmosphere, not 

heat it. 

It may warm the surface some, but it will not 

warm the atmosphere.  There is a concept called 

radiative forcing, which is used to describe how much 

CO2 will warm the atmosphere.  I have looked at the 

literature and I have read everything I can find on 

it, and I found the equations for radiative forcing, 

but I have never found the derivation of those 

equations. 

I would ask that the derivations of those 

equations be made available.  It is also stated that 

the HITRAN database of CO2 data, well, all atmospheric 

acids has been used to verify the radiative forcing 

numbers, but I have not been able to find any of that 

literature either, and I have spent several years 

researching this stuff. 
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Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you for offering those 

comments. 

MR. CLEMENZI:  I will also be having a 

written paper to go with this in the future. 

MS. KRUGER:  That's fine absolutely. 

For people who want to submit written 

comments to supplement what you said here today, the 

comment period is open until June 23rd, and so you can 

do that, and you can do that by web or fax or snail 

mail, however you prefer. 

Is there anyone else who would like to say 

something at this time? 

[No response.] 

MS. KRUGER:  If not, then, we are going to go 

ahead and break, and we will be reconvening the 

hearing at 6:00 with the after-work crowd. 

Thank you all for coming and thank you those 

who spoke for your comments. 

[Break.] 
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MS. KRUGER:  Good evening, everybody.   

Welcome to the hearing.  Thank you for coming. 

As we are getting started, I will just give 

you a little bit of background on why we are here 

today, what we are doing, some of the ground rules, 

and then we look forward to hearing from many of you 

and receiving your comments. 

My name is Dina Kruger.  I am the director of 

EPA's Climate Change Division.  On behalf of the 

Environmental Protection Agency, I would like to 

welcome you to today's hearing on our proposal that 

finds that greenhouse gases endanger human health and 

welfare and that greenhouse gas emissions from new 

motor vehicles cause and contribute to the climate 

change problem under the Clean Air Act. 

As the proposed endangerment finding states 

in both magnitude and probability climate change is an 

enormous problem.  The greenhouse gases that are 

responsible for it endanger public health and welfare 

within the meaning of the Clean Air Act, and so we are 
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here today to hear views from the public on this very 

important issue. 

This is the first of two hearings.  This is 

the end of the first of two hearings.  The second one 

is going to be held this Thursday, May 21st in 

Seattle, Washington, and in order to increase public 

access, we have been provided audio web streaming of 

this hearing all day long, and in addition, there is a 

call-in line for people to listen. 

I am going to be the presiding officer this 

evening and on the panel with me today are Rona 

Birnbaum, the chief of the Climate Science and Impacts 

Branch in my division; Ben DeAngelo, who was the 

technical lead for the proposed findings; and Jason 

Samenow, one of our climate scientists. 

The purpose of this hearing is to receive 

oral testimony from interested parties regarding our 

Proposed Endangerment and Cause and Contribute 

Findings.  We are not going to be engaging in a 

back-and-forth discussion with the speakers, but if 
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there is a need, we may ask some clarifying questions. 

In terms of just the housekeeping details, we 

are having this hearing recorded, and a transcript 

will be made available for public inspection.  A copy 

of it will be at EPA's Air and Radiation docket, at 

Docket No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2009-0171.  You can also get 

that number off our website.  That is the number for 

the docket for all the materials related to this 

proposal. 

There will not be any overheads or PowerPoint 

presentations.  The hearing will be conducted 

informally, and formal rules of evidence don't apply 

here, but I am authorized to strike, as the presiding 

officer, authorized to strike from the record comments 

that are deemed to be irrelevant or needlessly 

repetitious. 

I will also be enforcing reasonable limits on 

the duration of the statements of any witness. 

We ask that you keep your statements to 

around four minutes, and to keep people within those 
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time frames, Bill Perkins will flash a card when you 

have gone on too long. 

Of course, while your oral statements may be 

more brief, you may later expand your statement with 

written comments that will also go into the record, 

and if you are interested in submitting written 

comments, there are instructions on how to do that at 

the registration table and on our website. 

When you begin your statements, please state 

your name and your affiliation if you are representing 

an organization of speaking on behalf of yourself. 

I do appreciate that many of you have 

traveled some distance to come to this hearing, that 

you have obviously taken time out of your day, 

presumably after a long day of work to come here and 

offer your comments. 

We are very interested in hearing what you 

have to say and are glad that you have taken the time 

to do this.  The final piece of housekeeping business 

is if you haven't done so already, please turn off 



 
 

 
 OLENDER REPORTING, INC. 
 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 720, Washington, D.C. 20005 
 Washington:  (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore:  (410) 752-3376 
 Toll Free:  (888) 445-3376 

288 
your cell phones, so we won't have any interruptions. 

I would also like to ask, and this hasn't 

been an issue throughout the day, but I would also 

like to ask that we hear all the speakers with respect 

and let everyone have their say, and we don't need any 

clapping or other things as people are making their 

remarks. 

With that, what I will do actually is run 

down the list of the people that I have signed in as 

speakers this evening and then as time goes on, that 

list may expand, and then I will go back up to the top 

and we will just sort of run down it from there. 

The people that I understand are signed in 

are Jan Dash from the Unitarian Universalist United 

Nations Office, Kenneth Haapala from SEPP, Jana Asher, 

a private citizen, Michael Wright, who is also 

representing himself, Lisa Coleson, a concerned 

citizen, Jim Dougherty from the D.C. Sierra Club, 

Merritt Howard from the Western Presbyterian Church, 

and Zachariah Baker representing himself. 
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If your name is not on this list, you don't 

need to worry about it, you can wave your hand at me 

when we get through all of this, and it is very 

flexible, and if for some reason you didn't register 

to speak, and you do find yourself so moved to say 

something, again, I will invite back at the 

appropriate time and we will be happy to hear from 

everyone who has something to say. 

With that, I would like to invite Jan Dash to 

begin.  Thank you. 

DR. DASH:  My name is Jan Dash.  I have a 

Ph.D. in physics and published over 50 papers in 

science journals.  I also spent 20 years in business 

doing quantitative risk management.  I have studied 

global warming and climate change intensely.  I am on 

the Board of Directors of the Unitarian Universalist 

United Nations Office, which I represent here. 

I refer to the 2006 Unitarian Universalist 

Association Statement of Conscience calling for action 

against global warming.  I refer to the IPCC reports 
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and to realclimate.org.  I thank you for the 

opportunity to testify today. 

I urge strong EPA regulation of U.S. 

greenhouse gases as prudent risk management, and also 

critical for U.S. interests economically, militarily, 

and ethically in the 21st century.  Global warming 

caused by greenhouse gases will endanger U.S. public 

health and welfare. 

Impacts will be overwhelmingly negative.  If 

we do not regulate and control greenhouse gases, the 

impacts of global warming will damage U.S. and world 

economies. 

Regulation will spur economically beneficial 

new technologies, wind, solar, and in the long term, 

nuclear fusion energy.  If we do not regulate and 

control greenhouse gases, military sources say that 

worldwide instabilities will produce military 

conflicts, hurt peace, and negatively impact the U.S. 

militarily. 

Regulation will decrease conflicts and help 



 
 

 
 OLENDER REPORTING, INC. 
 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 720, Washington, D.C. 20005 
 Washington:  (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore:  (410) 752-3376 
 Toll Free:  (888) 445-3376 

291 
peace.  If we do not regulate and control greenhouse 

gases, we forfeit ethical leadership.  We have ethical 

responsibility for huge amounts of greenhouse gases 

already put into the atmosphere by U.S. emissions, and 

we have ethical responsibility for future U.S. 

emissions. 

The basis science is clear and there is broad 

consensus among climate scientists who agree if human 

greenhouse gases continue uncontrolled, a substantial 

upward trend of the global average temperature will 

occur. 

Melting glaciers will produce water 

shortages. Substantially more heat will damage crops, 

producing food shortages.  Diseases and a plethora of 

other impacts will worsen.  The U.S. is not exempt.  

There is no safe haven. 

The world is interconnected.  We need 

mitigation and adaptation.  What about contrarians or 

global warming deniers?  Real scientists are skeptics 

by nature, convinced by evidence, but contrarians 
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distort things. Their tactics resemble the unethical 

tobacco industry tactics with cigarettes. 

Contrarians ignore evidence, confuse whether 

fluctuations with climate trends and misrepresent 

climate models.  They push irrelevant unsupported 

hypotheses. They minimize impacts, they maximize 

mitigation costs, they oppose regulation. 

The EPA should hold firm and disregard them. 

 We don't have much time.  Impacts exists today.  

Future impacts will be far worse.  We need to act now. 

 We cannot wait for other countries.  Delayed action 

will be far more difficult, more expensive and less 

effective.  Inaction will be very dangerous. 

I hold up a picture of my grandson.  The 

world should livable for him and all children.  The 

EPA must regulate greenhouse gases to help make this 

possible. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Mr. Dash. 

Our next speaker is Kenneth Haapala.  I need 
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you to tell me what SEPP stands for. 

MR. HAAPALA:  I am with the Science and 

Environmental Policy Project.  My fields of expertise 

include economic and energy modeling and scientific 

philosophy.  The EPA does not use the best available 

science.  Its findings are based more on speculation 

than science, and must be withdrawn. 

One, omission of critical temperature data.  

The EPA technical report contains drafts of greenhouse 

gases based on ice core borings showing that for 

10,000 years, greenhouse gases have been roughly 

stable up to the last century. 

Yet, the report omits temperature data from 

the same ice cores and many other sources that show 

that for more than 5,000 of the last 10,000 years, 

temperatures were higher than today, and for a period 

of more than 3,000 years they were 3 degrees 

centigrade hotter, all demonstrating that greenhouse 

gases are not a major cause of temperature change. 

This omission alone is sufficient to 
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discredit the EPA findings. 

Two, the EPA ignores historic climate change 

and focuses on the last 50 years.  The implicit 

assumption is that the forces that drove climate 

change in the past no longer apply.  This assumption 

is contrary to one of the most basic principles of 

science, the consistency of scientific laws. 

The law of gravity does not apply one day, 

and not the next. 

Three, lack of tested theory.  The EPA offers 

no rigorous empirically tested scientific theory 

justifying claims that man's emissions of carbon 

dioxide will cause significant warming. 

Four, poor methodology.  Other than for small 

changes in solar irradiance and volcanoes, the EPA 

methodology attributes all climate change to human 

activity.  By this faulty methodology, human activity 

is responsible for climate change and temperature 

changes caused by terrestrial phenomena, such as El 

Niño-Southern Oscillation, the Pacific Decadal 
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Oscillation, the Atlantic  Multidecadal Oscillation, 

solar phenomena, such as changes in UV energy, solar 

magnetism, and solar wind, and galactic forces, such 

as high energy cosmic rays. 

Five, the models upon which the EPA relies 

have been demonstrated to be unreliable and biased and 

greatly overestimating atmospheric warming. 

Six, no predictive power.  The EPA threat 

finding relies on predictions from general circulation 

models which have no predictive power.  Over 77 

percent of the data essential for these models do not 

exist. 

This is an abysmal standard and renders all 

predictions from the models useless, and the EPA 

findings scientifically meaningless.  The EPA does not 

scientifically substantiate the findings that carbon 

dioxide and greenhouse gases are a threat to human 

health and welfare, and a finding must be withdrawn.  

Further details later. 

Thank you. 
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MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for coming 

and commenting. 

Our next speaker is Jana Asher.  Welcome. 

MS. ASHER:  My name is Jana Asher and I am 

here representing myself.  I live in Maryland and I 

have two children, my son Duncan who is 14 and my 

daughter Rose who is 3.  I am also a scientist, a 

statistician to be more precise.  Therefore, I am here 

both as a professional and as a parent. 

Right now in the statistics profession we are 

debating the role of the statistician or scientist in 

advocacy efforts.  The argument against the 

statistician as an advocate goes something like this. 

It is the statistician's job to be unbiased, 

to report what the data say with no personal agenda, 

seeking no designed outcome.  In that way a 

statistician can preserve the scientific method and 

help both guide other scientists and also policymakers 

towards the truth. 

Yet, I am here to strongly argue that the EPA 
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should finalize its endangerment finding and begin the 

process of greening our energy sources and usage.  I 

am advocating as a person, as a parent, and, yes, as a 

scientist. 

I am here advocating, not because I had a 

personal agenda to begin with, or because my opinion 

is that greenhouse gases endanger my health and the 

health and future of my children. 

I am here advocating because as a scientist 

and statistician, I have watched the data accumulate 

related to the greenhouse effect, and the data are 

shouting out a message that our reliance on fossil 

fuels must stop or eventually our civilization and 

life as we know it will stop. 

I am here advocating because as a scientist, 

I live and work by a code of ethics, and that code of 

ethics requires that I speak out when the data are so 

conclusive as to the source of a public harm that 

advocacy is the only morally appropriate action. 

You know the data on global warming better 
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than I do.  Glacial ice is melting, sea levels are 

rising, and weather patterns are becoming more 

extreme.  The science is clear as to the source of 

global warming.  Air pollutants are causing 

unprecedented changes in the global climate, but how 

does that translate into a public health threat? 

Let's take an example close to my heart - 

malaria.  My specialty is the collection and analysis 

of human rights violations data, and that work has led 

me to spend time in some pretty interesting places, 

spanning six continents. 

In 2004, I spent several months living in 

Sierra Leone and about five months into my stay, 

despite taking prophylactic medication, I contracted 

my first case of malaria.  Have you ever had malaria? 

No.  Let me assure you I was sicker with malaria than 

I have ever been in my life.  Malaria doesn't just 

give you a fever and wracking body pain, it shuts down 

your digestive system and incapacitates you. 

I couldn't move.  Fortunately, a co-worker 
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found me and took me to the hospital, and so I lived 

to tell the story.  You don't want to contract 

malaria. 

Well, most Americans don't worry about 

malaria if they stay put in the U.S., but climate 

change is causing malaria to spread into new regions 

of Africa right now.  By 2050, malaria may be endemic 

throughout the southern United States and threaten my 

kids and their kids right where they live. 

Keep in mind that malaria is the disease that 

currently kills 1 million children per year throughout 

the world, but mostly in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

That is one example of a public health menace 

that global warming could bring to the United States 

in my lifetime if we don't change our energy sources. 

 There are others as you are well aware. 

But the United States is not the epicenter of 

public health problems caused by climate change.  The 

sad fact is that populations feeling the worst effects 

of global warming are not in the United States, but in 
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the developing world. 

For most Americans it is relatively easy to 

ignore a problem that is half a world away, but hear 

this and hear it loudly.  You and I are killing 

children in Africa.  It is our energy usage that 

drives the climate change that has pushed malaria into 

Kenya and caused droughts in Sub-Saharan Africa.  We 

are responsible and we have a moral obligation to 

change our energy sources to ones that will not 

destroy the lives of others. 

Because of my work as a scientist, I have 

watched children die in Africa of causes that can be 

traced directly to climate change, and while my own 

children sleep safely in Maryland, those children 

haunt my dreams. 

Because of my profession as a statistician, I 

understand how to interpret data, and for that reason 

I know climate change is real, and the associated 

public health menace is real. 

Maybe more than most people in this room, I 
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understand what climate change can do to the world, 

because I have traveled throughout the world, and I 

have seen what it is doing right now. 

So, I am asking you as a scientist and as a 

statistician, urging you as a parent and begging you 

as a human being, do the right thing and finalize your 

endangerment finding. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for coming 

tonight, Ms. Asher. 

The next speaker is Michael Wright. 

MR. WRIGHT:  Thank you.  Distinguished panel, 

I come here today as a concerned citizen and father of 

three, who realizes that climate change is a 

significant threat to ourselves and our planet. 

For those of us who are familiar with the 

issue of climate change, this proposal is no news.  It 

is, however, a welcome proclamation from a government 

that has wasted years of precious time debating the 

existence of climate change thanks to certain vested 
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interests. 

The mere fact that these hearings are being 

held on the proposed findings seems unnecessary given 

the clear science and the effect is already evident 

around the world; drought in the Sahel to melting 

glaciers in the Arctic. 

Why do threats to the economy like the 

collapse of some bank to prompt action, yet climate 

change requires hearings and public comment before 

something is done. 

The U.S. has 4 percent of the earth's 

population, but uses 25 percent of its energy.  In our 

greed for comfort and convenience, we are guzzling 

gallons and burning tons at the expense of the rest of 

the world, such as the poor in Third World countries 

who depend on their natural habitat and must either 

relocate or perish. 

It seems corporate profits and personal 

freedom, quote, unquote, trump the good of humanity 

and ultimately, the planet. 
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Due to the delays in reducing greenhouse 

gases even more needs to be done now to avoid the 

tipping point. According to the world's most reputable 

climate scientists, this will occur within the next 

decade if we continue on our present course, barely 

enough time to issue findings, establish regulations, 

and finally reduce emissions, and if you don't believe 

peer-reviewed science, what can you believe? 

Some claim that regulating greenhouse gases, 

will place an undue burden on the economy.  Such a 

short-sighted view is blind to the fact of the 

consequences of climate change, such as extreme 

weather, fire, and floods require federal expenditures 

for FEMA, National Guard troops, Army Corps of 

Engineers, and costs to local and regional 

governments. 

The economy is not in competition with 

climate change mitigation, but it's they are dependent 

on it, and the costs of not taking action now may 

become insurmountable later. 
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Over 2 trillion dollars has been spent on 

wars in the oil-rich Middle East, ignited against a 

perceived threat with evidence less conclusive than 

that for climate change.  2.3 billion dollars per day 

is clearly not considered an undue risk with the 

recession economy of 2009, why then not invest in 

attacking a greater threat of climate change for which 

there is irrefutable evidence that immediate action is 

warranted. 

Had economics taken precedence over the 

Surgeon General's finding on smoking and human health, 

smoking rates would still be on the rise particularly 

in our young people, and like cigarette ads that were 

eventually banned, flashy car and truck commercials 

during prime time sold these carbon generators to 

everyone including our young people who grow up just 

itching to drive their own cars. 

Further, subsidizing coal, oil, and autos 

seems both socially irresponsible and unethical.  

Besides encouraging emissions, this simply perpetuates 
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our addiction to the century old automobile and to our 

thirst for carbon-intensive energy that is squandered 

daily through inefficient technologies and wasteful 

consumption. 

The times of our nation's greatest challenges 

have proven to also be some of our greatest hours.  

Consider our goal of landing a man on the moon and 

then actually succeeding from concept to fruition in 

less than a decade.  For each dollar spent on the 

space program, at least 10 times that is re-introduced 

into the economy. 

Likewise, tackling climate change can spur 

new technologies and actually improve the economy, and 

solving climate change is just as noble a goal as 

space exploration to help the very survival of the 

human race. 

How many programs that our country spends 

billions and even trillions on can make that claim? 

Maybe these findings will incur just to 

finally develop a truly efficient and sustainable 
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transportation system, or maybe we will finally start 

to string mountain tops, rivers, and our atmosphere 

for energy, or not have to figure out what to do with 

sequestered carbon. 

Rather, we can simply rely on the abundant 

and free supply of clean renewable energies that 

existing technology can harness today.  Years from now 

we will come to realize how detrimental our coal, oil, 

and auto dependence has been to the health and welfare 

of every human being as well as the entire planet. 

If indeed there is to be liberty and justice 

for all, then, the EPA is obliged to uphold this basic 

tenet of our free society and fully implement these 

findings, not only for ourselves and our economy, but 

for our children and our children's children. 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today 

and for your time. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for coming, 

Mr. Wright. 

Our next speaker is Lisa Colson.  Welcome. 
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MS. COLESON:  My name is Lisa Coleson.  I 

live in Falls Church, Virginia, and I am here 

representing myself. 

I just wanted to take a minute to say thank 

you to the Administrator for proposing that the six 

key greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide and 

methane do indeed contribute to climate change or the 

global warming as we all often like to call it. 

Climate change is a global phenomenon that 

will result in changing weather patterns, melting 

glaciers, increasing sea levels. The sea level rises, 

and all of these phenomena definitely do contribute to 

threatening our public health and welfare. 

For example, with the changing weather 

patterns, vector diseases could relocate in new 

locations, places that we are not accustomed to 

addressing things like malaria, as the previous 

commenter raised. 

So, that would be incredibly difficult and 

challenging for our health care industry to address, 



 
 

 
 OLENDER REPORTING, INC. 
 1522 K Street, N.W., Suite 720, Washington, D.C. 20005 
 Washington:  (202) 898-1108 / Baltimore:  (410) 752-3376 
 Toll Free:  (888) 445-3376 

308 
as well as it threatens public health. 

In addition, as sea levels rise, considering 

3 billion live in coastal regions, each and every one 

of them would be greatly devastated by the sea level 

rise and how that would affect our lives.  We, in the 

Chesapeake Bay watershed area, live in a coastal 

region, so I personally am very concerned about how 

this might affect me in my own lifetime if we don't 

address climate change quickly and effectively. 

So, I would like to applaud EPA for putting 

together this proposal and acknowledging that climate 

change is real and caused by greenhouse gases, that it 

is a public health threat, and I want to encourage 

that we very quickly move forward into implementing 

changes that will reduce carbon dioxide emissions and 

other greenhouse gases 80 percent by the year 2050. 

Otherwise, I am concerned that I will 

experience in my personal life a sea level rise in 

this region that causes me to relocate.  So, thank you 

for your time and I hope that the EPA will move 
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forward quickly. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for coming 

tonight. 

Jim Dougherty from the D.C. Sierra Club.  

Welcome. 

MR. DOUGHERTY:  Good evening.  My name is Jim 

Dougherty.  I am the chair of the D.C. Chapter of the 

Sierra Club. 

I came over after work basically to gawk at 

celebrities and lend moral support to your cause.  

When they said the witness list was a little light, I 

figured maybe I would share a few moments.  I hope you 

will forgive the rough edges on extemporaneous 

remarks. 

I used to work at EPA, and I found that 

sometimes I would sort of get so focused on my 

particular project that I would lose sight of some of 

the larger issues and the larger causes that we are 

all engaged in, so I thought I would make a couple big 

picture remarks about global warming. 
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This country will never get a grip on 

greenhouse gas emissions until the public at large 

adopts global warming control as a value.  It has to 

be something people really care about.  People have to 

affirmatively want to drive smaller cars, take shorter 

showers, have smaller homes, and until that happens, 

then, these regulations and the legislation that is on 

Capitol Hill isn't going to make a difference, because 

they need to have that sort of public energy that is 

going to drive decision-makers, and there is no more 

evidence of that than what is happening now to the 

Waxman climate change bill, which day by day, 

amendment by amendment, is going to get eaten away up 

there by Democrats, because they don't really get it, 

they don't really care, and their constituents don't 

really care, and they are not really sending that 

message to their legislators. 

I am sometimes reminded when I think about 

global warming of World War II.  The parallel, of 

course, is that we had this global threat to our 
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future existence.  In our case it arose suddenly, and 

within 48 hours after Pearl Harbor Americans got it as 

a value.  They realized the magnitude of the threat, 

they realized that it was up to us to solve the 

problem, and overnight they enlisted in the military 

and signed up to work in defense plants, and started 

victory gardens and engaged in scrap drive, and it was 

just part of everyone's value set, and that is what 

did it. 

We essentially saved the world from '41 to 

'45, and this is our next chance to do exactly the 

same thing. It is not going to be quite as hard.  We 

don't have to stop taking showers, we just have to 

start taking shorter showers, and we don't have to 

stop driving, we just need smaller cars, but if we can 

summon 20 percent of the mojo that we summoned back on 

December 8, 1941, we can turn this problem around. 

That said, no matter what America does, it is 

not going to solve the problem.  Even say 

hypothetically that we can reduce our gas emissions by 
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30 percent by 2030 or 80 percent by 2050, that is not 

going to do it because we only have 20 percent of the 

game. 

Mostly, it's China and India where they are 

building a new coal-fired power plant every six days. 

 So, what has to be done is we have to start the 

changes here in this country.  They are going to 

spread like ripples around the planet, and affect the 

values in other countries. 

The people of China and the decision-makers 

in China are going to have to decide if they really 

have affirmative antipathy to greenhouse gases.  They 

really don't want to discharge CO2 and methane. 

So, it seems unrealistic perhaps, a global 

shift in values, but I submit not only is it doable, 

it has happened several times before, and we can make 

it happen right now. 

Exhibit A.  Civil rights.  It was in this 

country where we decided in the 50s and 60s that 

equality for black people was a good idea.  It was a 
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radical notion.  We said we want it, we wrote it into 

law, bingo. We adapted it as a value and it started to 

spread around the world. 

Apartheid ended in South Africa and it is now 

part of the global value set.  It hasn't caught on 

everywhere, but it is catching on.  Environmentalists, 

it was on Earth Day 1970 when we decided, the people, 

that we were going to protect the environment and make 

a stand. 

We now transformed our value set, and law and 

policy in actions, and that, too, has spread around 

the world, and how environmentalism is a good thing 

around the world and the examples go on and on. 

Cigarette smoking, you name it, these values 

are generated here and it spreads around the world.  

So, I just urge you as a regulator to keep in mind 

that we still haven't done the groundwork yet of 

getting the public to get this, and we need to keep 

educating and mobilizing Americans, and only when that 

happens will the dominoes stretch around the planet 
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and give us a chance of cracking this problem. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for your 

remarks. 

Let's see.  Merritt Howard from the Western 

Presbyterian Church. 

MS. MERRITT:  Actually my name is Carol 

Howard Merritt.  I am a pastor at Western Presbyterian 

Church in Washington, D.C., there at Western where the 

home of Miriam's Kitchen, which is a soup kitchen, a 

place where over 200 men and women come off the 

street, they are homeless guests and they come for 

food for breakfast every weekday morning. 

Before I was a pastor there at Western, I 

worked in Abbeville, Louisiana, New Iberia, Louisiana 

as a pastor, and one of the most poverty stricken 

regions, rural areas in our country, and that was 

about 10 years ago when I went into this profession. 

Ten years ago if you would have asked me what 

I thought about global climate change, I would have 
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told you I didn't think about it at all.  In fact, I 

knew of it as kind of this cosmic thing, of something 

that we were supposed to care about, but it didn't 

really affect me personally until I began to be a 

pastor in some of these most vulnerable regions. 

I began to work and meet with women and men 

who were affected by the damaging impact of greenhouse 

gases. Children every day would play with my child in 

Abbeville, Louisiana, and I noticed over and over 

again how more and more of them had asthma, and I 

realized through that situation that children who were 

living in poverty, and they didn't have access to 

medical care, and because of the difficult 

environmental situation that they were in, they were 

getting asthma at much higher rates. 

I began to visit elderly people, not only in 

our congregation, but the elderly in our community, I 

would get calls asking for food, and so I would take 

bags of groceries from our food kitchen and drive out 

there into the swamps and visit older men and women 
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who were sitting in these shacks with no air 

conditioning, sitting there fanning themselves, and 

they had no access to many of the things that we have, 

the technologies that we have that keep us from the 

cruelties of the environment. 

I worked with farmers, with families who were 

always constantly victimized by the extreme weather 

patterns that have arisen especially in Louisiana. 

So, as I worked with these people, children, 

the elderly, the farmers, the families, I began to see 

it not only as this global issue, but as an issue that 

affects men and women in most vulnerable populations 

in our country. 

That is how I, as a pastor, started caring 

about this issue.  I thank you so much for your 

recognizing the importance of regulating global 

warming pollution to protect human health and the 

environment. 

I urge you to act quickly to implement 

strong, new rules designed to control global warming 
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pollution. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much Ms. Merritt. 

Our next speaker is Zachariah Baker.  

Welcome. 

MR. BAKER:  Good evening.  My name is 

Zachariah Baker and I am a concerned citizen and also 

a young concerned citizen. 

I am able to stand here before you all today 

as a healthy young man, because people were thinking 

about the environment and thinking about my house 

before I was even born, so I just want to say thank 

you to the EPA for thinking about that and making sure 

that I had a healthy environment to grow up in, and I 

want to applaud the EPA for continuing to be at the 

forefront of ensuring that I have a healthy future, 

but also that a future generation has a happy future, 

so thank you for that. 

As a person who has studied public health, 

the health effects of climate change are very 
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concerning to me.  I won't go into them because they 

are well documented in other areas, IPCC reports. 

There was a hearing on climate change in 

public health on April 9, 2008, and the House Select 

Committee on Global Warming and Energy Independence, 

so those all are well documented, and so I just want 

to thank the EPA for recognizing the impacts of 

climate change that we are seeing already. 

The World Health Organization had said that 

in 2000, 150,000 people across the globe died because 

of effects of climate change and there is predictions 

that there will be much further death and human 

mortality and morbidity. 

The EPA's mission is to protect human health 

and the environment, and you guys are supported by 

law.  That is your mission, and so I encourage you to 

continue going forward with this.  A lot has been made 

about the possible impacts of regulation on society 

here in the U.S., and having lived in the Northwest, 

which is where your hearing is going to be taking 
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place in Seattle, I am actually really excited about 

what regulation can do for society. 

Living in Portland, Oregon, for about year, 

the amazing energy and innovative people thinking 

about trying to live within the means that we have in 

the Northwest was really inspiring and really 

exciting. 

As a young person, I feel like I got glimpse 

of what is possible in the future for a society and 

for cities throughout the country, so I thank you for 

taking this action and I urge you to move forward as 

quickly as possible, and I thank you again. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for coming 

tonight, Mr. Baker. 

The next speaker is Ken Ricklin from the 

Hampton Roads Coal Communities Coalition.  Mr. 

Ricklin, welcome. 

MR. RICKLIN:  I have got to tell you I really 

admire people who can come up and just give a really 

well informed speech without any notes, but I can't do 
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it. 

I just got here a little while ago and I 

sense that you all have been here all day, and I 

wanted to thank you for your continued attention, and 

to congratulate you on your buns of steel. 

Anyway, my name is Ken Ricklin.  I live in 

Hampton, Virginia with my wife Sharon and my daughter 

Lily, and I am speaking to you tonight as a private 

citizen, and I greatly appreciate the opportunity to 

speak before you. 

I am also co-chair of a volunteer based 

organization call the Hampton Roads Coal Communities 

Coalition.  We accept global warning as a real 

phenomenon, contributed significantly by man-made 

fossil fuel based emissions.  Our mission is to help 

reduce global warming by working with our local 

Hampton Roads governments to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions through cost effective and proven emission 

reducing energy solutions. 

The first time I heard about climate change 
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was in the early 1990s, I was living in Van Nuys, 

California, and on this particular day I was having my 

car serviced at a local tire dealership in Sherman 

Oaks, and I knew I would have some time before my car 

was ready, so I brought a copy of that day's L.A. 

Times with me. 

As I was going through the paper, I came 

across an article stating that a very large portion of 

an ice shelf, Canadian ice shelf had caved from one of 

the Canadian ice shelves. 

As I continued reading I learned that 

scientists believed that the cause of this event was 

due to something called climate change, a term I had 

not heard of before. 

The article went on to say that this and 

other ice shelf caving events were due to man-made 

emissions, mainly carbon dioxide caused by the burning 

of fossil fuels that were contributing significantly 

to a planetary atmospheric greenhouse effect. 

This article went on to say that the 
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greenhouse effect continues to build.  More ice shelf 

caving events could be expected and that one of the 

side effects that could be seen was a negative impact 

the diminishing arctic ice will have on native species 

including the polar bear as food supplies become more 

scarce as a result. 

I remember being very moved by this news, and 

I hoped our elected government leaders would take 

significant steps toward reversing this terrible 

greenhouse effect.  That was more than 15 years ago. 

Many opportunities to address and reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions were met with little 

enthusiasm by our government leaders even as the rest 

of the world with few exceptions recognized that 

global warming is real and must be dealt with. 

To be fair, I think we all share 

responsibility for not taking personal action for so 

long.  I did little on a personal level to effect 

change.  In fact, the more I learned about climate 

change since the early '90s, the more it led me to 
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wonder if it was already too late to do anything to 

stop and perhaps reverse global warming. 

Two things forced me to stop waiting for 

others to do something about this problem and become 

involved. 

The first was in 2007 when I read a book 

called The Weather Makers by Dr. Tim Flannery, which 

was published in 2005.  In his book, Dr. Flannery 

presents a convincing case through numerous examples 

of scientific fact that humanity must accept the 

reality of global warming, that human beings are 

mainly responsible for the greenhouse effect or 

otherwise dire consequences would result. 

Doctors analysis has been directly or 

indirect confirmed by many other scientists including 

the IPCC since this book was published.  I have always 

considered myself a tree hugger and an animal lover, 

so to me the most disturbing observation Dr. Flannery 

made, and it took my breath away, is the extent of 

species extinction we can realistically expect in the 
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coming years. 

He believes that because of global warming 

species’ extinction is already underway, and if we 

start working on this problem now we could possibly 

save two-thirds of our plant species. 

The second was the birth of my daughter Lily 

in 2007, but before she was even born, and since, I 

have wondered, as most parents do, what our world will 

become in her lifetime.  I can see a few years from 

now when she learns about the devastating effects of 

climate change and that human behavior is mainly to 

blame, and the slow response we have shown to date, 

her question to me will be obviously why didn't we do 

more. 

I will have to explain to her that to be 

frank, the problem was so big that we really didn't 

know what to do and deep down inside we hoped the 

scientists were wrong. 

Finally, she will look at me and say but you 

believed for all those years, so why didn't you do 
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something, and that is why I am here today.  I know 

the global warming is real, time isn't on our side, 

the consequences of an ineffective response are dire 

and therefore, further delay in addressing this issue 

is not a realistic option. 

Consequently, I strongly support the EPA's 

proposed finding that the six named atmospheric 

greenhouse bases that cause global warming are a 

threat to the public health and welfare of current and 

future generations, and I strongly support the 

regulation of these gases via Section 202(a) of the 

Clean Air Act, and I thank you very much for your 

time. 

MS. KRUGER:  Mr. Ricklin, thank you for 

taking the time to come up here and speak to us today. 

Our next speaker is Dr. Ana Prados of the 

University of Maryland. 

DR. PRADOS:  My name is Dr. Ana Prados and I 

live in Springfield, Virginia, and I am representing 

myself and I am an atmospheric scientist with over 14 
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years of professional experience in ground basin 

satellite monitoring of atmospheric pollutants. 

First, I wish to thank all of you for this 

very important step in solving the global climate 

crisis.  The Clean Air Act was enacted many years ago 

to curtail the harmful effects of pollutants on human 

health and the environment. 

We now have before us possibly the largest 

threat to humans, the environment, and our entire 

planet. The time is long overdue, very long overdue 

for the U.S. EPA to use the authority that you have 

under the Clean Air Act to curtail the pollutants that 

are warming our planet, increasing sea levels, 

increasing forest fires, increasing the occurrence of 

severe weather events.  The list goes on and on.  It 

would take me two hours to go through everything. 

The direct impacts of climate change on our 

planet are fully recognized today by the scientific 

community.  Just last month, the EPA's Global Change 

Research Program released its assessment of the 
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impacts of global change on regional U.S. air quality, 

a synthesis of climate change impacts on ground level 

ozone. 

I commend all of you for completing this 

important and necessary study for our full 

understanding of the ramifications of climate change. 

 The reports said, and I quote here from the report 

that climate induced ozone averaged over the summer 

season, were in the range of approximately 2 to 8 

parts per billion in the maximum daily 8-hour ozone 

concentration.  This is a key metric for regulating 

U.S. air quality. 

The study also found, and I quote, that the 

largest increases in ozone would be during the peak 

pollution events.  What this means is that our severe 

air pollution events -- and we have plenty of these 

here in the D.C. area -- we still don't meet the ozone 

standard, and this leads to documented increases in 

asthma attacks. 

What this study is telling us is that on 
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average these models agreed that these events will 

become more severe.  Some of the modeling groups also 

found that climate induced increases in ozone in some 

regions would extend into the spring and fall. 

What this means it that the ozone season 

could become longer.  It is because of the Clean Air 

Act, citizens in the U.S. are cleaner, that our waters 

are less acid, that our children breathe cleaner air 

than they did many decades ago, yet some of these 

important advances and improvements in our air quality 

are soon to be reversed if we don't proceed quickly to 

reduce atmospheric greenhouse bases. 

I will close here.  There is one important 

way in which the pollutants are different from our 

regular criteria pollutants.  Criteria pollutants 

affect us more at the regional and local level.  

Sometimes they can make it to other continents, but 

the effects are here. 

With climate change the effects are global, I 

think you understand this.  Therefore, by moving out 
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to reduce emissions from cars and from large sources, 

particularly the coal producing power plants, the U.S. 

can take responsibility for our impact on this global 

crisis, while at the same time developing a new, 

strong and clear energy economy. 

Thank you very much for your attention. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for coming, 

Dr. Prados. 

Our next speaker is Robert West from the 

Sierra Club.  Welcome. 

MR. WEST:  My name is Robert West.  I am here 

on my own cognizance.  I am an artist, handyman, 

mountain guide, veteran of a war, and a world 

traveler. 

I am here because the need for action has 

arrived.  As sailors on a warship, we depended a lot 

on data provided to us by technology and science for 

our decisionmaking. 

There was no one at the mast to see danger. 

Danger was always out of sight, over the horizon, when 
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the moment came to react.  Not to react had grave 

consequences.  With global warming the time has come 

to react.  We have the data provided to us by our 

technology and science of a danger just over the 

horizon. 

If we do not react in time, there will be 

grave consequences.  As a leader in the world, we must 

set the example.  Stopping the burning of fossil fuels 

in our own country will send a message to other 

countries saying look, it is possible, it can be done. 

Hooting and hawing about the environmentally 

unsound practices of others cannot be a reason not to 

react.  We have a unique opportunity to help ourselves 

economically by switching over to clean energy.  This 

is wonderful, but even so, profit of a few cannot be 

allowed to dictate the fate of life on earth.  There 

must a line drawn somewhere. 

The selling of fossil fuel energy to an eager 

consumer has become like a pusher-junkie relationship 

on this planet.  Both parties know down deep that it 
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is ruining life, but lack the will to stop it. 

Fortunately, the EPA and President Obama are 

working out a detox program.  Everyone, let's support 

this effort. 

I believe it is time to control big oil and 

big coal interests.  There can be no pandering to 

their need for profit anymore.  The pusher never wants 

to stop pushing.  You must force him to see the error 

of his ways or stop him forcibly.  Big coal and big 

oil cannot be allowed to decide the fate of the world 

as you cannot allow a pusher to control the fate of a 

city block. 

I think it is about time to accept that 

pollution caused by humans may reasonably be 

anticipated to endanger public health.  If that is 

what the EPA means to react in a timely manner to this 

impending disaster, then, let's please get on with it. 

Please go forward with the endangerment 

findings.  It gives me hope that the EPA is taking the 

issue up and beginning the reaction necessary for this 
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calamity, impending calamity.  I am here because I 

would like to see things pointed in the right 

direction for our future duration before I die. 

I want to look about before my moment comes 

and say, wow, that was a close one, but we finally did 

the right thing and act like grown-ups.  Letting go of 

what was easy and putting our future ahead of our 

moment to moment comfort, just imagining that we may 

already be too late to stop the calamity fills me with 

embarrassment for the conscious being in front of the 

cosmos, our creator, and future generations of life, 

which will have to enjoy the hardships which we have 

handed down to them. 

In closing, I would like to say that I am 

proud that the moment has arrived for action and that 

there is action.  Let us keep the momentum until we 

have safeguarded the future from our own bad habits. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for coming 

tonight. 
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Our next speaker is Arthur Fabel from Tikvat 

Israel Environmental Committee.  Welcome. 

MR. FABEL:  I want to thank the Committee for 

allowing me to speak.  I am going to assume that the 

country has decided they will take action, but the 

problem is implementation. 

When we first started with Tikvat Israel in 

2003, we watched the film, you know, Inconvenient 

Truth, and we set up a committee, and we said okay, we 

will hire an energy auditor, survey our building, and 

started doing searches for an auditor, and kind of 

figured out after a while there really was no magic 

bullet. 

I have been building grounds chairman 10 

years before I looked around and I said, okay, we are 

heating and cooling the lobby 24/7, it doesn't make 

sense, why don't we at 9 o'clock cut the heat back to 

60 degrees or summertime cut it to 85, and I said we 

could use programmable thermostats, and then people 

said, well, we have programmable thermostats and 
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people are always fiddling with them.  I looked at the 

thermostat and yes, we had programmable thermostats, 

but all the time periods were set for 72 degrees 

during the winter, night and day, every day of the 

week, so nobody could figure out how to set the 

thermostats. 

So, I set some of the thermostats and there 

were other areas where we had manual thermostats, and 

I replaced 10 manual thermostats with programmable 

thermostats.  If we had class only on Tuesdays in one 

room, the heat was set to 60 or even 50, 55, except 

for two hours of that week we had a class. 

Anyway, what happened, the first year it was 

in December, November or December the previous year we 

had spent $8,000 on natural gas.  The next year after 

I put in the programmable thermostats we spent 

approximately $6,000, so we had a saving in two 

months, $2,000, and the investment was 10 thermostats 

that I bought at Home Depot for $40 each, so pretty 

good return. 
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The electric bill for that first year it went 

from 360,000 kilowatt hours to 280,000 kilowatt hours, 

so we saved about $6,000 in electricity, still on the 

$400 investment.  I installed the thermostats myself, 

but the low hanging fruit you can get very good 

return. 

The problem is what do you do next, and if I 

went to the president of the synagogue, I said  I need 

$5,000 to install windows, double pane windows he 

would say we can't pay our teachers, where am I going 

to get $5,000 for windows. 

We have kind of run into a dead end.  What I 

think needs to be done now is an unlinking of profits 

with utilities.  Put the utilities in the financing 

business like, for instance, if I can save 100 a year 

by buying a new refrigerator, replace a 15-year-old 

refrigerator with a new refrigerator, and the 

refrigerator costs $600, have the utility buy the 

refrigerator for their customer, charge monthly 

installments, and pay it off over the next 15 years, 
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and the customer's electric bill should still be 

lower.  They won't have to make a decision is this 

worthwhile, the utility will say it's not going to 

cost you anything, look at your next month's bill. 

If the bill is lower, there is no reason for 

a customer to hesitate.  I go into places now like 

restaurants, and I see 200 light bulbs in the ceiling, 

you know, a room like this, and he is open from 6:00 

in the morning until 10 o'clock at night.  He has got 

maybe 200 60-watt bulbs in the ceiling. 

I said to the owner you realize how much you 

could save on your electric bill if you had these 

compact fluorescent lights, and he said, yes, but I 

could buy 4 regular bulbs for $2.00, and you are 

telling me to buy $11.00 light bulbs, 200 times 

$11.00, I am not going to do it. 

Somebody else has to take care of the 

financing. If the Federal Government can provide this 

linkage, financing retrofits, it's a good thing, so 

that's about it.  I think you are going to go ahead, 
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but how do you do it.  I think also one of the things 

is if it's cheaper to plant a forest in Afghanistan, 

then, modify a coal plant in the United States, we 

should be doing that. 

You know, the goal is to reduce worldwide.  

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Mr. Fabel. 

Our next speaker is Amanda Hurowitz.  

Welcome. 

MS. HUROWITZ:  Hi.  I am a teacher.  My name 

is Amanda Hurowitz.  I just took my students on a 

field trip, so I am a little sun shocked.  We were out 

touring D.C., so I am very impressed that you guys are 

here, and hope that you will bear with me while I try 

to get my thoughts in order. 

I just wanted to say first that I wholly 

support the EPA's endangerment finding that greenhouse 

gases are a threat to public health and welfare, and I 

urge you to act quickly to regulate global warning 

gases as strongly as science says is necessary.  We 
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need to get below 300 parts per billion as you 

probably are well aware to avoid the worst 

consequences of global warning. 

So, please take action on that.  What I 

wanted to do here, coming to you today, is I wanted to 

tell you about some of my students.  I am high school 

history teacher in Northern Virginia.  I teach at 

Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and 

Technology in Alexandria, really smart kids.  They 

have done a lot of things. 

In the classroom we have an alternative 

energy lab where they actually are developing 

alternative energy technologies.  They are putting all 

of this science, they are trying to make applications 

with it. 

I had a group of students about three years 

ago. We decided to form a club to work on 

environmental issues. We had a recycling club, we had 

a science club.  We didn't have an environmental 

policy club, so they decided they want to take all of 
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this science that they are learning about, even 

developing in the classroom, and actually do something 

about it in the real world. 

So, they have done a lot of really impressive 

things.  They have testified at hearings.  They have 

gathered petition signatures.  They have written 

letters, they have lobbied, all of these sort of 

things.  We had a snow day I am trying to think, was 

it February or March, during Power Shifts, so they 

even went to the coal-fired power plant in D.C., the 

only one. 

It used to be coal-fired power plant, no 

longer coal fired, and actually helped shut it down, 

and it was great, because it was a Monday, and it was 

a snow day, so they didn't miss any class, very 

excited about that. 

But what I am most proud of is that they have 

recently raised $56,000 to put solar panels on their 

school, so they are putting their money where their 

mouth is.  They are making an impact, not only through 
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their political action, but in terms of reducing the 

greenhouse gas emissions of their high school. 

I am sure they will ask you to help them.  

They have sort of done everything they can.  They will 

continue.  They will go on to college.  They will keep 

working on these issues, but they need help.  They 

can't do much more to reduce the impact, the carbon 

footprint of their school. 

So, they need the EPA's help to regulate CO2 

emissions.  They need the EPA to help make coal not be 

the easy, but dirty answer to heat their school and to 

power their school, and so I come here to ask you to 

act.  We are looking at what is happening on Capitol 

Hill with Waxman-Markey, and we are afraid that either 

the bill is going to be too weak or not make it to the 

President's desk, and we fully support that you have 

come to this endangerment finding, and I am here to 

urge you to use that to take action, not just to find 

that greenhouse gases are dangerous to public health, 

but actually regulate them, so that way we can begin 
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to reduce them, so thank you very much. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for coming 

tonight, Ms. Hurowitz. 

At this point, I believe that all of the 

speakers who have identified themselves to us -- 

oh, I didn't see your name.  John Combs, please come 

up. Excellent. 

MR. COMBS:  My name is John Combs and I am a 

parishioner of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 

in Derwood, Maryland.  I am a retired federal employee 

and a part-time labor relations consultant. 

I have been actively involved in protection 

of God's Creation Ministry for 20 years in one 

capacity or another, and I wanted to say my remarks 

are my own opinions, not those of St. Francis parish. 

I want to thank the Environmental Protection 

Agency for their continuing work on trying to address 

climate change issues, which I consider one of the 

most critical moral issues of our time. 

I believe that care of God's Creation is a 
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moral duty of everyone.  My interpretation of the two 

great Commandments are, first, to love God and to do 

that I think we have to take care of his Creation, and 

secondly, to love our neighbor. 

I think in order to do that we have to ensure 

that people all over the world, here today, and into 

the future, have an environment in which they can live 

in dignity. 

I feel that all forms of global warming 

pollution are forms of air pollution which pose 

serious health risk to God's people and God's 

Creation.  Regulating greenhouse gas emissions under 

the Clear Air Act will protect human health now and 

into the future by reducing heat-related illnesses, 

reducing the spread of warm weather diseases like 

malaria, and reduce the risk for people with 

allergies. 

Clearer air will reduce respiratory 

illnesses, which is especially important I think for 

children that are the most susceptible to airborne 
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pollution, and according to the American Lung 

Association, my own county, Montgomery County, 

Maryland, has over 20,000 pediatric asthma sufferers 

and over 100,000 others that suffer from chronic 

respiratory illness.  I am especially concerned about 

that the worse impacts of climate change will affect 

the poor and vulnerable around the world. 

I think that is an important social justice 

and moral responsibility issue.  I am concerned that 

global climate change poses a serious threat to 

coastal communities around the world and I am aware 

that in my own State of Maryland, the long-range 

predictions are that we will lose 17 percent of our 

land area during the 21st century. 

I believe we have a moral obligation to 

protect God's Creation and global warming threatens to 

fundamentally alter that Creation. 

Acidification of oceans threatens all marine 

life especially coral reefs.  The melting of ice 

sheets has dramatically increased repeatedly 
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surpassing expert predictions.  Worldwide, I think 

there is 20 to 30 species that are at risk of 

extinction. 

As a person of faith, who feels called to 

care for God's people and Creation, I applaud you for 

recognizing the importance of regulating global 

warming pollution to protect human health and the 

environment. 

I urge you to quickly implement strong new 

rules designed to control global warming and to 

effectively protect God's Creation and God's people 

around the world. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for coming, 

Mr. Combs. 

Is there anybody here who did not sign up to 

speak that would like to say something?  Let me call 

the next person here and then I will ask you to come 

up and you can make your remarks.  That would be 

lovely. 
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It looks like David Levy. 

MR. LEVY:  David Levy.  I am from Alexandria, 

Virginia.  I have been doing environmental work for a 

long time and I actually worked for EPA for 32 years. 

I would like to just note.  I don't really 

have my remarks prepared, but I will submit written 

comments. 

I just read, and I don't know if somebody has 

already mentioned it to you, that the Lancet, the 

British Medical Journal has just come out with a study 

they have done jointly with the University College of 

London about health effects, climate change. 

I have got some information about that I will 

give you if you haven't seen that.  I expect the 

technical staff will need to be reviewed. 

I would like to just in general say that we 

have finally come full circle.  We finally have found 

something we are doing as humans, that affects the 

total environment, it come back to affect us totally 

as humans. 
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So, it's the point that as humans, although 

some of our statutes say human health environment, 

Public Health Environment, it's the environment. We 

are just part of it, and large players in it. 

I will be submitting some written comments 

about the need to stop burning hazardous waste and 

other wastes because they are carbon based, and 

instead reduce the use of carbon fuels all together.  

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much, Mr. Levy. 

Ma'am if you would like to make some remarks. 

MS. DESENA:  My name is Mary DeSena.  I live 

in Arlington, Virginia, and I don't represent a 

company, but I have been an environmental advocate and 

I have written on environmental issue as an editorial 

person for some years although I am not at the moment. 

I have been following the whole climate 

change thing first as an editorial person and then as 

a citizen for 10 years now.  It seems like we have 

come to the place where we can't talk about this and 
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wonder about this, and we do have to take action to 

take steps toward change that.  It is not going to 

happen overnight, but if we don't start, we will not 

be able to do this in a rush. 

Basically, the idea, I don't know if anyone 

here has read the Rocky Mountain Institute, that Aory 

Lovins wrote several years ago, a book called Natural 

Capitalism, and he basically said you don't live on 

your capital, you don't live on your capital, and when 

you are going into the critical life support system 

that we are doing by not taking seriously the carbon 

that is affecting this very big and very important 

change on the planet. 

If we are not thinking ahead, we are really 

being beyond stupid about it.  We are not thinking in 

our own interests, we are not thinking in the 

interests globally of other people, and life support 

systems in general, the whole atmosphere, everything 

is what we depend on. 

So, I am sure you are all familiar or you may 
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not be familiar, but the Union of Concerned 

Scientists, who are extremely well thought of, anyway, 

they are talking about things that we should be 

working as citizens to support, and this would be the 

very beginning. 

The first step would be to start to regulate 

so that there is a baseline, in other words, the first 

step is to get in place what would create a level 

playing field for every business.  We do not have a 

level playing field when people can cut corners, when 

some people can make a profit by polluting and others 

that are trying to pull that standard are undercut. 

That is what I covered as an editorial person 

for years.  We can do everything without regulation, 

that was the argument.  We will have a win-win 

situation if we never face that, and I finally came to 

the conclusion that an unregulated body is a sick 

body. 

Every living thing needs a balanced 

regulation, and what we need is the beginning of a 
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platform that creates standards, so that everyone can 

start to play on that field, and there are companies 

that have gone to our decisionmakers the last several 

years and said we want a level playing field, we want 

to invest in the kind of technologies and the kind of 

research and the kind of new energy systems, but we 

can't do it without a level playing field. 

We have been giving -- carbon based companies 

have been getting subsidies every time we build a 

highway with public money, every time we do these 

things, that is tilting the playing field, so the 

citizens now have to say yes, it is a need to get a 

level playing field, so that we can start this change. 

We don't expect it to be so draconian 

overnight, but if we don't start it, if we don't have 

someone that has that courage, and so basically, these 

are some of the things that these scientists are 

saying that we absolutely need. 

Require U.S. global warming emissions 

reductions of 35 percent below current levels by 2020 
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and at least 80 percent by 2050.  Require 25 percent 

of our nation's electricity to be generated from 

renewable resources by 2025, a standard that would 

create 207,000 U.S. jobs and save consumers 64.3 

billion dollars by 2025. 

If I had a little bit more time I could read 

a couple more.  Require polluters to pay for their 

global warming emissions, invest the revenue in clean 

energy and energy efficiency, prevention of tropical 

deforestation, transfer of clean technologies to 

developing nations, and assistance for disadvantaged 

communities in adapting to unavoidable climate change. 

This is happening.  Whether we want to 

believe it or not, we have to start dealing with it.  

This is not a hypothesis anymore, and the most 

vulnerable species and people are going to be hit with 

it, and are being hit with it right now.  Now is the 

time for us to step up to the plate and start to make 

the changes that will create the right economic 

playing field for people to be doing what we need to 
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do now, and not bow down to the status quo. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for your 

remarks. 

At this point, everyone that had signed up 

has signed in, I believe has spoken.  If there is 

anybody here who is either in the next group, we have 

a group that we thought we might need an overflow 

group at around 8 o'clock, so if there is anyone who 

is in that group and would like to speak or anyone 

else sitting here in the room that didn't sign up, but 

would like to say something, you are certainly invited 

to do so. 

If not, what we are going to do then is take 

a break and I think we will probably reconvene at 8 

o'clock or maybe a little earlier if a new crew of 

enthusiastic public commenters comes rolling in. 

Is there anybody who is moved to speak? 

[No response.] 

MS. KRUGER:  We will take a break and I would 
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like to thank everyone who has commented here.  I 

don't know if you are planning on sticking around.  We 

are, but you don't have to.  But thank you so much for 

taking the time after a long day and for your remarks. 

They are extremely helpful to us as we are moving 

forward. 

[Break.] 

MS. KRUGER:  The end of the day.  I am Dina 

Kruger, Director of the Climate Change Division.  This 

is Rona Birnbaum.  She is with the Climate Science and 

Impacts Branch in my division, and Ben DeAngelo who is 

the technical lead on endangerment planning, and Jason 

Samenow, one of the key scientists on the proposed 

finding. 

Nobody told me what your name is, but you 

will stand up at the podium and introduce yourself and 

your organization, and we would be really happy to 

hear what you have to say. 

MS. STILLMAN:  My name is Susan Stillman.  I 

am a resident of Vienna, Virginia.  I am a member of 
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the Sierra Club, but I am a person that is interested 

and cares about the future of the inhabitants of the 

earth. 

We are polluting our air and our water using 

our natural resources of all types much too quickly.  

We should encourage the EPA and our Congress to put in 

place measures that will drastically reduce the 

greenhouse gases in our environment. 

Scientific evidence has shown that these 

gases are disrupting the natural balance of our 

environment.  The oceans are becoming more acid, we 

have more and more days here in the Washington area 

where we ought not breathe the air.  Think about it.  

We are the capital of the most prosperous nation in 

the earth and there are days when we shouldn't go 

outside and live our lives because the air is too 

dirty to breathe. 

When that is the case, we are no longer 

prosperous. 

I would like to focus on the pollution of our 
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oceans and the CO2 and mercury.  Scientists have found 

that the oceans have absorbed approximately 30 percent 

of the human generated CO2 over the last 150 years.  

The CO2 raises the acid levels of the ocean and 

affects the coral reefs and shell organisms.  It may 

affect the basic functions of many types of marine 

organisms. 

What we do to reduce the emission of CO2 over 

the next 10 to 15 years will have an effect on our 

oceans for many, many thousands of years.  We are told 

to limit our consumption of fish because of the 

mercury that is now found in the oceans and 

consequently in the fish. 

Pregnant women and children need to be 

particularly concerned about this.  How can we call 

ourselves prosperous when we have to be so concerned 

about our food? 

The EPA and President Obama are correct in 

their interpretation of the Clean Air Act.  Our 

government can and should act to reduce the greenhouse 
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gases in the atmosphere.  The appropriate action 

should be taken now.  Compromise, which renders the 

needed actions impotent will be a waste of our time 

and our money. 

We need to back off coal in particular.  Coal 

is dirty from the beginning to the end.  Mining coal 

is dangerous for the individuals and the communities 

around it.  Carbon sequestration is an unproven 

technology and even if it does work, it doesn't 

eliminate the issues of extraction, mountaintop 

removal and cold slurry in the water supply. 

I grew up in Triangle, Virginia, across from 

the Possum Point Power Plant.  It was quite obvious 

when the plant changed over to natural gas.  We used 

to have coal dust all over everything, over the plants 

in the house, everything.  Think about what was in our 

lungs. 

The infrastructure -- then on to reducing the 

use of automobiles -- the infrastructure to support 

alternative transportation to the automobile is really 
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important.  Mass transit, well funded and well 

implemented is a must. 

I teach ESL as a volunteer and I encourage 

new immigrants, my students, to walk, bike, use mass 

transit.  I live in a fairly urban area near Tyson's 

Corner.  It becomes difficult and eventually 

impossible for my students to survive without a car. 

Our metro and bus system are insufficient and 

the lack of sidewalk and bus lanes is abysmal.  They 

just can't make it without a car as hard as they try. 

Its natural state is being disrupted by 

greenhouse gases.  That discussion is over.  What we 

do about it now is critical, but let's not have half 

measures that make it look like we are doing something 

when we are really not.  If we wait to take effective 

action, it will be much more difficult or impossible, 

disrupt the change that we see now and anticipate. 

I strongly support the EPA in their efforts 

to put in place appropriate measurements to save 

ourselves from ourselves.  You all are doing the 
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people's bidding if you finalize your endangerment 

finding and get on with reducing all greenhouse gas. 

Thank you. 

MS. KRUGER:  Thank you very much for coming 

out. 

Is there anybody else here who has anything 

they want to say? 

MR. KRESWICK:  My name is Mark Kreswick.  I 

am a staff member of the Sierra Club.  I have been 

here for a very long time with all of you and I am 

just very, very appreciative of the amount of time 

that you have put into listening to people 

particularly here in Arlington, Virginia. 

I am from the Midwest.  I was born in 

Michigan, grew up in Iowa, worked in Madison, 

Wisconsin, and came out here to work with these 

wonderful people and have been inspired, truly 

inspired as I hope you have by the stories they have 

told, from people of faith, priests, rabbis, imams to 

mothers and people who work with children, teachers, 
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the scientists, those who have worked in public policy 

for all across the spectrum of the United States. 

You have heard their stories today.  Are all 

of you going to Seattle?  Some of you going to 

Seattle?  A couple of them.  You hear from a lot more 

people in Seattle, even more than showed up today.  

You know how they feel about this.  For them, for me, 

you are in many ways, I don't want to say our only 

hope, but certainly very, very important to whether or 

not the United States decides to take action. 

After all the stories that you have heard, 

those people are hoping that you stand up with them as 

you have so far.  You have said yes, this is a threat 

to the United States of America, and it absolutely is. 

You guys have probably perused more 

scientific documents than anybody including the folks 

on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. 

You know this better than anybody.  You know 

the consensus out there, you know what has been said, 

and whether or not the Unites States takes action is 
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largely in your hand and those of the Environmental 

Protection Agency.  Certainly you have heard people 

talk about Waxman-Markey and the other bills that have 

been proposed, but the strength of those that we have 

seen so far isn't the way they are currently drafted 

sufficient. 

Whether or not we can actually solve this 

problem I hope we can.  It certainly will help the 

United States.  It will help people's health problems, 

it will help the economy.  It will help those who are 

already struggling to pay their energy bills and 

expect to see them continue to go up without strong 

action. 

It will create jobs.  It will help all those 

people who have spoken today for the Environmental 

Protection Agency to say, yes, not only does global 

warming pollution threaten the health and welfare of 

the United States, but taking action by regulating 

coal plants and cars and the major sources of global 

warming pollution will benefit our country at every 
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level. 

So, from across the country, you won't hear 

from a lot of people in the Midwest in person, so for 

myself, for the Sierra Club, for all the folks who 

have testified today and those who weren't able to 

make it, thank you for taking so much to go through 

the science, to understand it, to listen to their 

stories, and I hope it inspires you as it has inspired 

me to take action and continue to take action to move 

forward and move our country forward to deal with 

global warming. 

Thank you very much again for all the time 

you have spent and have a good evening. 

[Whereupon, at 8:14 p.m., the public hearing 

concluded.] 
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